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Where is the piano?

The purpose of this paper will be to present 
historical and Biblical evidence, which will 

demonstrate that the use of a cappella music is not 
simply a traditional issue, but a matter of seeking to 

please and obey God.



Understanding Worship

• Genesis 22:5 – Abraham offers Isaac as a 
sacrifice. 

• Cain and Abel – Gen. 4:3-5 
• Worship – proskuneo 

– Prostrate oneself in homage 
– Distinct acts of adoration given to God



Understanding Worship

• Four Types of Worship 
– Ignorant Worship – Acts 17:23 
– Vain / Empty Worship – Mat. 15:7-9 
– Will / Self-imposed Worship – Col. 2:23 
– “in spirit and in truth” – John 4:24 

• God is the audience or target of worship 
• Serious consequences result when God is 

worshiped inappropriately in the Bible 
 (Gen. 4:1-15, Lev. 10:1-2, Acts 5:1-11)



Instrumental Music and History

• The restoration plea 
• Music in the early church 

– Observe the following quotes:



“The use of music was not received in the Christian churches, 
as it was among the Jew, in their infant state, but only the use 

of plain song” (Justin Martyr  139  A.D.). 

“David formerly sang songs, also today we sing hymns.  He 
had a lyre with lifeless strings, the church has a lyre with living 
strings.  Our tongues are the strings of the lyre with a different 

tone indeed but much more in accordance with 
piety” (Chrystostom  381 A.D.).

“While the pagan melodies were always sung to an 
instrumental accompaniment the church chant was 

exclusively vocal” (Edward Dickinson, History of Music).



“The early Christians refused to have anything to do with the 
instrumental music which they might have inherited from the 

ancient world”  (Theodore Finney, A History of Music). 
   

 “Music in churches is as ancient as the apostles, but 
instrumental music not so.”   

 (Joseph Bingham, Church of England). 
  

“Although Josephus tells of the wonderful effects produced in 
the Temple by the use of instruments, the first Christians were 
of too spiritual a fibre to substitute lifeless instruments for or to 

use them to accompany the human voice  (Catholic 
Encyclopedia). 



“All our sources deal amply with vocal music of the 
church . . . The development of Western music was 

decisively influenced by the exclusion of musical 
 instruments from the early Christian 

church.”  (Paul Henry Lang, Music in  Western 
Civilization  pp. 53,54).    

 “Only singing, however, and no playing of 
instruments, was permitted in the early Christian 
church.”  (Hugo Leichtentritt, Music: History and 

Ideas, p. 34). 

“There can be no doubt that originally the music of the 
divine service was everywhere entirely vocal in 

nature” (Erffl Nauman, The History of Music,  
 v. 1, p. 177).



So, if the early church only used a cappella music, 
when did the instrument of music come into 

Christian worship?  McClintock and Strong give 
the answer.  “The general introduction of 

instrumental music can certainly not  be assigned 
to a date earlier than the 5th and 6th centuries; 

yea even Gregory the Great, who towards the end 
of the 6th century added greatly to the existing 
church music, absolutely prohibited the use of 

instruments” (Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature  qtd 
in Higginbotham).  Most place the firm 

introduction of instruments in 670 A.D. by 
Pope Vitalian, but then its use was not wide-

spread. 



Instrumental Music and History

• The restoration plea 
• Music in the early church 
• Protestant usage of the instrument has 

only become mainstream in the last 150 
years.    
– Note these founders and famous 

teachers.



“Musical instruments in celebrating the praises of God would 
be no more suitable than the burning of incense, the lighting 
of lamps, and the restoration of the other shadows of the law.  
The Papists, therefore, have foolishly borrowed this, as well 
as many other things, from the Jews.  Men who are found of 
outward pomp may  delight in that noise; but the simplicity 
which God recommends to us by the apostles is far more 

pleasing to Him.” (John Calvin, Commentary on the Book of  
Psalms, Vol. 1, p. 539;) 

   
“I have no objection to instruments of music, in our chapels, 
provided they are neither heard nor seen.” (John Wesley) 

“The organ in worship is an insignia of Baal” (Martin Luther) 
  

“I would as soon attempt to pray to God with machinery as to 
sing to Him with machinery” (Charles H. Spurgeon)



Instrumental Music and History

• The restoration plea 
• Music in the early church 
• Protestant usage of the instrument has 

only become mainstream in the last 150 
years.    

• This issue caused a split in the restoration 
movement.   

• History points to the non-usage of 
instruments in worship to God.



The Biblical Answer

He states, “[our] primary goal as God’s 
children, slaves, and His worshipers is to 

please Him; and because He has not 
indicated that He would be pleased with a 
praise offering from a musical instrument, 
we simply will not make such an offering 

to Him” (Dan Chambers, p. 25).



The Biblical Answer

• Principle of Specificity 
– Everyday life principle 
– Should be used to understand God 

• “The New Testament does not authorize its 
use by either command, example, or 
necessary inference” (Jack Lewis, p. 14). 

• The New Testament is silent regarding the 
subject. 



The Biblical Answer

• The New Testament commands singing 
vocal music. 
– 1 Cor. 14:15 
– Acts 16:25 
– Heb. 2:12, 13:15 
– James 5:13 
– Ephesians 5:19 
– Colossians 3:16



Col 3:16 
 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

Eph 5:19 
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 

in your heart to the Lord,

Comparing the Two Passages



The Biblical Answer

• Pleasing and Obeying God 
– “Hitting the Bull’s Eye Target” – Dan Chambers 

• The danger of giving God what we think he 
prefers or will accept.   
– Leviticus 10:1-2 
– Saul the Persecutor  

• The Bible emphasizes the need to please and 
obey God.



“Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be 
well pleasing to Him. For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether  good or bad”  (2 

Cor. 5.9-10). 

“For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease 
to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 
that you may have a walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, 
being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge 

of God” (Col. 1:9-10).



“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him” (Col. 3.17).  

 “Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in 
the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and 

more, just as you received from us how you ought to 
walk and to please God; for you know what 

commandments we gave you through the Lord 
Jesus”  (1 Thes. 4.1-2). 

 “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 

giving thanks to His name. But do not forget to do good 
 and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well 

pleased”  (Heb 13.15-16).



This study has only touched the proverbial “hem of the garment” in 
examining this important subject.  Yet, it seems the truths set 
forth in this paper go a long way in helping the Christian to 
decide how to please God.  All arguments put forth by pro-

instrument worshippers lack Biblical authority and play upon the 
silence of scripture as permissive rather than prohibitive.  The 

aim of this paper has been to step back from detailed theological 
arguments and look at the issue from a broad perspective.  It is 
clear and agreed upon that historical evidence weighs decidedly 
against its usage. Secondly, it is clear that the Bible teaches that 
the Christian can fully please and obey God by singing.  It does 

not, however teach that one can do the same by playing 
instruments of music in worship to God.  Thus, the sincere and 

humble Christian will want to please God by offering “the 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving 

thanks to His name” (Heb. 13.5).


