
The Heavenly City and Jesus’ Final Messages
Revelation 21-22

• Concepts to remember:
• John’s comparison of cities and women. 
• The OT imagery is extensive in this passage. 
• The concept of redeemed people and Paradise regained is a key 

storyline and hope of all the Scriptures and humanity.
• Remember the questions the reader is asking the book is attempting to 

answer (see the introduction notes p. 2)
• There is a blending of the concept of kingdom of heaven and the 

church. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Heavenly City
Revelation 21 - 22:5

ch. 21-22 are some of the most read and known chapters in the Bible. 
Imagine if we did not have these two chapters. 

Yet, we must also approach this text with good biblical interpretation 
methods. 

a) remembering the overall context of Revelation
b) remembering we are in a book of symbolic language. 

! ! This is yet another vision given to John that is meant to 
! ! encourage the struggling and persecuted saints.  it is foretelling 
! ! in symbolic and great language the beauty, glory, and hope of 
! ! heaven. 

This is the heavenly city.  
! This heavenly city is the kingdom of Heaven.  Throughout this 
! description you find the concept blended with the Kingdom of the 
! church.  Many commentators have even tried to say that this is God’s 
! view of the church on earth triumphant after the victory over its 
! persecutors.  
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! This is the church redeemed at home with its God!

The key emphasis is the redeemed are with God.  They have relief and 
vindication from their trials.  This is the reward for their overcoming.

! Remember we keep emphasizing that Revelation is giving us a view 
! of God’s perspective of earth. 

Characteristics of the Heavenly City

I.   New in Quality 21:1-8
A. John emphasizes the new quality of this city.  The old earth and life 

has passed away.  
1. 2 Pet. 3:11-13

B. This is not teaching that God is going to remake or renew this earth, 
no this earth will be destroyed, but God is doing something entirely 
new.  He is making a new and greater dwelling place for His Bride.

C. This is the marriage ceremony that has been discussed earlier in Ch. 
19 that is now taking place.  The church is being united with its 
Husband!

D. Heaven is something that God has done and made - [“coming down 
out of heaven from God” - v. 2].  John 14:1-4.  Like the gospel it is an 
act of God’s grace and sovereignty.  Man did not create or deserve to 
live in heaven if God had not of created and provided it. 

E. The key emphasis is that now they are in complete fellowship with 
God.  Eden is restored!  Now the physical veil is removed and man 
dwells completely with God.  

F. Notice the “new” nature of this city.  - v. 4
1. Tears wiped away by God. 
2. No more death
3. No more grieving. 
4. No more crying
5. No more pain

G. God is making all things “new”
H. In this city, all those who have not overcome, but yielded to sin will 

not be allowed in it. Sin will have no part in it.
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II.  Awesome in Size and Beauty - 21:9-21
A. v. 9 - “I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb” - Once again 

we note that Heaven is the home of the church!  The concepts are 
blended.  The idea that you can go to heaven and not be a part of the 
church (God’s body and people) is foreign to the NT.  

B. This city is described in tremendous terms with John attempting to 
convey as best he can the size, beauty, and glory of this city.
1. 12 Tribes of Israel and 12 Apostles - represent that idea that all  

redeemed children of God will be in heaven.  
2. It is a tremendous cube in size - v. 15-16

a) the Holy of Holies was a cube in its measurements (1 Kings 
6:20). 

b) The ancients considered the cube a symbol of perfection.
3. It is 12,000 stadia

a) that is 12 - number for completeness and perfection x 1000 
amplifies it to the idea that it is complete perfection.

b) If you want to think of literal size, which it is not a literal number, 
but to get a grasp of the symbol, it is 1,500 miles.  
(1) 1,500 miles is the distance between New York and Houston
(2) Square of it would be like 8.4 times the state of Texas or 

bigger than either Australia or Europe
(3) Plus it is described as being 1,500 miles high too.  

C.It is adorned in the most beautiful and precious metals known in that 
time.  v. 18-21

III. Pure and Clean - 21:22-27
A. The previous description has described the exterior and walls, now 

John moves to the inner workings of the city.  
B. The Temple in the OT was where the people went to meet God.  The 

church is described as the Temple in the NT (Eph. 2:18-22).
C. The city is illuminated by the glory of God.  The Lamb causes this city 

to radiate.  This is why we are to reflect the glory of God and let our 
lights shine here on earth as a way of bringing some of heaven to 
earth. 

D. Nations will walk - people from all places will be there.  This is not 
universalism, but globalism.  
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E. Kings will bring their glory - Revelation has taught throughout that 
ultimately all kings and others in authority must submit to God. 

IV. Contains All we Need - 22:1-5
A. Now John describes the abundant resources of this heavenly city and 

how it supplies all of the resources we need.  
B. This text is grounded in Genesis 3 thought and background.
C. River of the water of life. 

1. Jesus discussed “everlasting water” - John 4
2. water has always been associated with life 

D. The tree of life is planted with abundant fruit (12 kinds)
1. The tree of life had once been described as being in the garden of 

Eden - Gen. 2-3.  But when Adam and Eve sinned, they were cast 
out of the garden and no longer allowed access to the tree.  

2. Now in heaven man has access to eternal life once again. 
E. It leaves are for the healing of the nations. 

1. The tree of life symbolically is portraying that God has healed the 
world of its sins through the work of the Lamb. 

2. Heaven is a healed place!!  It is a place of wholeness, not 
brokenness. 
a) healed of body, mind, and spirit.
b) in heaven we will always enjoy good health. 

F. Nothing accursed will be in heaven.  The curse brought through sin in 
the fall of man (Gen. 3) has been lifted and man is free from the curse. 

G. The servants will “worship” him.  - Term involves priestly service.  
1. We have a purpose and work to do in heaven.  
2. His name will be on their foreheads.  This indicates ownership and 

likeness.  Those in heaven are owned by God and are like God.
3. 1 John 3:2

H. In this city, there is no night.  God is the light. 
I.  We will be in heaven forever and reigning with God. 

The Heavenly City

! The key quality is the presence of God.  
! ! The redeemed are in close fellowship with Him.
!
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Behold I am Coming Quickly
Revelation 22:6-21

The book of Revelation is all about Jesus and what He is doing. 
! The ending is similar to the beginning. 
!
! We have witnessed the visions and the smoke has cleared.  The 
Lamb and his Church are victorious and the Dragon and Beasts are 
defeated!   Now there is some final exhortations and witnessing to the truth 
of the visions.  Chap. 22 is trying to get us to react to the visions!

! The fact that He is coming quickly is mentioned as many times in ch. 
22 as it is in ch. 1-21 combined.  

! As the case throughout the book it is really a combination of 
referencing his coming within time and his final end of time judgement.  

Our Response to Jesus’ Revelation
! This is Christ’s revelation - 22:16

I.  The Revelation Demands Obedience!  - v. 7,  12-13

A.  v. 7 -- “keeps” or “heeds” the words of the prophecy of this book.
A. The book is to not just be heard or to gain interest, but it is to be 

obeyed. 
B. The demand for faith in spite of suffering and persecution. 

B.  v. 12-13
A. Revelation is teaching that we are not saved by our works (Eph. 

2:8, 9) but neither can we be saved without them (James 2:24)
B. They testify to our faith and are a requirement of God.
C. Rev. 14:13!

C. Jesus wants us to know that we have to keep and heed the words of 
this book! 

II.  The Revelation Inspires Worship - v. 8-9
A. John falls down to worship an angel and is told not to do so, but to 

worship God!  
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B. The book inspires worship!  
C. But like John we should never worship the messenger, only God.

1. We are tempted to strongly follow the one who teaches us the 
gospel or preaches the great gospel in such eloquent ways. 

2. But we are not to worship the messenger, only the Lord!
3. The greatest of sermons - has you saying, “What a Savior! Not 

what a preacher!”

III.  The Revelation Demands a Decision 10-11 / 14-15 
A. Throughout our study of this book, we have many times come to this 

point.  The book is saying choose whose side you are on!
B. Like Elijah of old at Mnt. Carmel to Israel, Jesus is saying to the 

church, you choose whose side you are on.  1 Kings 18:25
C. v. 10-11 this is at first reading a difficult passage, but the context is 

indicating that what Jesus is saying is that you have to choose what 
side you are on. The world is in two broad categories.  And if you 
don’t change soon, you will become harden and set into that 
category.  

D. v. 14-15 - this verse once again draws the line clear! 

IV.  The Revelation Gives Hope - v. 16
A. I am the root and the descendant of David.

1. Jesus refers to him being the physical descendent to David and 
the royal and prophetic heir to David’s throne. 

2. God had made a covenant with David that he would give a throne 
to the descendants of David forever.  This was an ancient hope of 
Israel that one like David, his descendent, would rule on Israel’s 
throne and reclaim the glory of David’s kingdom. 

3. Each Davidic promise of the OT was realized in the birth, life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ.  

4. Jesus is now sitting on David’s throne in the heavens.  He is the 
king of Kings! 

B. He is the morning star. 
1. in 2:28 - He told the overcomers of Thyatira that he would give 

them the “morning star”.  The morning star is the bright light which 
shines in the sky shortly before dawn, usually near the horizon.  It 
heralds a new day.  
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2. Jesus is saying that this revelation tells you about a new day!  
Jesus is the source of our hope. 

V.  The Revelation Must Be Respected - v. 18-19
A. v. 18-19 -  What a tremendous warning.  
B. God is serious about his word.  This book is Scripture!
C. A similar command was given about the Law - Deut. 4:2, 12:32
D. And the gospel - Gal. 1:6-9
E. God’s spiritual and moral truth must be neither altered nor perverted.  
F. This warning is not a condemnation of sincere misinterpretation of the 

revelation, though we must be careful how we interpret and make 
sure we do not contradict known and clear doctrines.  But the main 
import here is a flippant, presumptuous attitude toward the Word.  

VI.  The Revelation Inspires Anticipation - v. 17, 20 
A. v. 17, 20
B. Do you hear the desire and excitement in their voices as they 

beseech the Lord to come!
1. Once again it seems that you have a dual idea here. 

a) Come in your presence, works, and spirit to us now.
b) Come in your final judgement and set all things right!

C. There is also the reciprocal thought in v. 17 that all who are thirsty 
are invited to come to Jesus!  They can receive the living water 
without cost!

D. v. 20 - Jesus says, “I am coming soon.’  - John says Amen, “Come 
Lord Jesus!”

Conclusion:

Our Response to Jesus’ Revelation
!
! The Revelation Demands Obedience
! The Revelation Inspires Worship
! The Revelation Demands a Decision
! The Revelation Gives Hope
! The Revelation Must Be Respected
! The Revelation Inspires Anticipation 
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v. 21 - The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all!
! Are you in the Lords’ Grace?

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bonus Material

 I am Coming Soon
Revelation 22

I.  Two extremes in Revelation
! Jesus soon coming - Rev. 1:1, 7; 22:7, 12, 20
! Patience and Delay - Rev. 6:11, 13:10, 14:12

Emphasis is God will soon set all righteous wrongs right.
The logic for the delay is the grace and patience of God not willing that any 
would perish.  God’s plan for the church to give a witness or testimony 
through suffering.  
God’s strategy is for his saints to endure.

II.  How do we understand Jesus statements - I am coming soon.
A.  The term - “Tachus” - swift, quick, fleet, ready, prompt

1. NASB, HCSB - quickly
2. Peterson p. 190 - tone is caught by our term TAXI

a) We call a driver to attend to our immediate need
b)  We do not make an appointment for later in the week.  No 

delay is anticipated.  
c) Everything that John is writing is immediately relevant.  

B. The emphasis is upon Jesus’ sudden coming.  
1. It will take place quickly. Suddenly
2. Thus our need for preparation.

a) Elsewhere in Scripture
(1)  Parable of the 10 virgins - Mat. 25:1-12
(2)  Mark 13:32-37
(3)  1 Thess. 5:1-11

Revelation - Class Notes ! WKBS

156



(4)  2 Peter 3
C.  In Revelation there seems to be two types of coming in view. It is 

often difficult to determine which or both are being referenced.  
1.  Within Time Comings and End of Time comings mixed -  You 

consider each reference
a)  Christ acting forcefully within the scope of Time

(1)  Like he did in the OT and NT
(2)  Ruling nations, disciplining, helping, etc. 

b) References to the 7 Churches
(1)  2:5, 2:16, 2:25, 3:3, 3:11, 3:20

c) Other references 
(1)  1:7, 16:15
(2)  22:7, 12, 17, 20

III.  What is the point and emphasis:
A. Comfort for suffering and confused saints

1.  He placed himself firmly ahead of us, as end, just as he had 
established himself at the beginning.   We can join our beginning 
to our end.

2.  We need to know the end.  It gives us assurance and hope.  
3. The expectation of Jesus coming provides a goal that shapes and 

unifies life in accordance with His will.  It compels us forward.   
4. Preparation - Be Awake, Sober, Watching

a)  Christ comes quickly - if our live ends suddenly
b)  Christ comes quickly in discipline 
c)  Christ comes quickly in aid and help
d)  Christ comes quickly against our enemies
e)  Christ comes quickly against or for our church

5.  Active presence and involvement of Christ in our lives. 
a)  He is ruling as the Head of the church
b)  He is reigning as King of Kings

6. We should have an active anticipation
a)  v. 17-20
b)  Do you hear the desire and excitement in their voices. They 

are beseeching the Lord to come
c) 1 Cor. 16:22 - Our Lord Come
d) Rev. 1:7  - John’s excitement - and invitation for Jesus to come
e) Jude 21 - waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
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f) 2 Peter 3:11-13

7.   There is an emphasis on the present, not just the future. 
a)  John’s emphasis is on the present which is alive with hope b/c 

of the future. 
(1)  Two ways to view time

(a)  Opportunity (kairos) - favorable time,
(b)  Scheduled (chronos) duration, duty bond, schedules 

and appointments, often out of our control. 
(c)  We can live always focused on the moments and the 

present and live as a slave to the clock, time, and age.  
(d) Or we can live with a sense of expectation.  A sense of 

joy, mystery, and excitement.  Like a kid excited about 
Christmas coming.

b) John illustrates this with the name of God compared to Satan’s 
tools.
(1)  Rev. 1:4, 8, 4:8, 
(2)  Connected with the divine name - “to be” - Ex. 3:14  - I am 
(3)  We expect. “who is, who was, and the One who shall be”  

But rather than the unknown future, John changes it to the 
recognized arrival.  The one who is coming.  this is the story 
of salvation

(4)  But in Rev. 17:4 - beast was and is not
(5)  There is no present to the beast.  He is a fraud, a 

counterfeit.  This is a theme throughout Rev. that satan 
takes God’s real items and counterfeits them.   

(6)   This is the opposite of God.  
(a)  God was, is and will always be.  
(b)  God is always present tense.  

Revelation was not written to be twisted and abused by predictors and 
charlatans who try to forecast the future.  It was written to inspire faith, 
hope, comfort, and love.  It was written for us to say - COME!

! Come Jesus into our church
! Come Jesus into our lives
! Come Jesus into our nation
! Come Jesus bring your judgment
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 ! Come Jesus take us home!

We no longer face the future with the anxious questions of time and 
predictions, but with the welcoming of “come”

!

Final Discussion:

1.  What have you learned from this study of Revelation?
2.  How has your fears or frustrations with Revelation changed?
3.  Do you think we should study, teach and preach more from this book?
4.  Any final questions?

5. A chapter-by-chapter summary is available on my website - 
! www.joshketchum.com/classes

Thank you for the encouragement and the opportunity to teach this great 
book.  
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