
Overview of Revelation

Ch.  1 --   Introduction and Description of Jesus.
  John is revealing things which “must shortly take place.”
  A powerful description of Christ.

Ch. 2-3-- Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia
  These churches were real churches, but Jesus’ message 
  to them represents all churches. Jesus commands repentance 
  and admonishes the churches to overcome.   

Ch. 4   -- Throne Room of Heaven -- God is the sovereign, reigning, all-
powerful Creator and Lord worthy of praise.

Ch. 5  -- Lamb is found worthy to open scroll.  -- Christ is worthy to 
reveal and orchestrate the events of world history and the 
church because of his death, burial, and resurrection.  He has 
redeemed us!  He wins through “lamb power.”

Ch. 6  --      Opening of Seals 1-6 – Each seal represents a different area of 
suffering and problem allowed on the world by God because of 
man’s sins.  Christians wonder “how long,” but are encouraged 
to endure. 

    v. 17 – “Who is able to stand?”   -- Ch. 7 is an interlude to answer 

Ch. 7 -- 144,000 of Israel are sealed (v. 1-8), and an innumerable 
multitude come out of the great tribulation (v. 9-17). – 
v. 1-8 – Represent the complete number of faithful members of 
Christ’s church at any given time upon the earth.  They are 
protected and known by the Father.  v. 9-17 – The innumerable 
host of redeemed saints in heaven praising God and entered into 
a beautiful rest. 

Ch. 8-9 -- Seventh Seal opens revealing the 7 trumpets, The first six  
trumpets sound.  --  In response to the prayers of the saints (v. 
1-5) God sends judgment upon the world.  The trumpets 
announce judgement and warn the world to repent.  The seals in 
ch. 6-7 dealt with suffering in the world, while the trumpets 
deal with judgement upon the world.  These judgements mirror 

Revelation Series 2009-10 Seven Oaks Josh Ketchum 



to some extent the 10 plaques of Egypt.  These really teach the 
destruction of sin upon the world [(1-4) -  Sin’s effects on the 
natural world, (5) - Sin’s effects on the sinner himself, (6) - 
Sin’s effects on others.]  All of these plagues or trumpet 
judgments are partial in nature and meant to sound a warning to 
the people so that they will repent and turn to God, but they will 
not repent (9:20-21).    

Ch. 10-11    Is another interlude to encourage God’s people. 

Ch. 10  -- A mighty Angel brings a little book to John.  John is 
commanded to eat the book, which at first tastes sweet, but later 
becomes bitter.  John is called to prophesy. – The angel has a 
further message from God revealing his mystery regarding the 
church.  John is to internalize this message and proclaim a 
message of future judgment and glory.  This chapter teaches us 
that the Word of God is powerful and universal (v. 1-7), 
bittersweet (v. 8-11), and must be shared (v. 11).  

Ch. 11 -- The temple is measured (1-2).  Two witnesses go forth 
prophesying for 1260 days (3-6).  The beast kills the witnesses 

  and the world rejoices over their death (7-10).  The witnesses 
  are resurrected and ascend to heaven (11-12).  The kingdom of 
  God is proclaimed and honor is given to God (15-19).  

This is an evangelistic chapter that demonstrates the victorious 
  kingdom.  The measuring of the temple refers to the church 
  being under  God’s protective care.  The witnesses are Christian 
  preachers and gospel proclaimers who go forth with the power 
  and courage of Elijah and Moses.  The beast (Roman Empire) 
  persecutes and kills these witnesses, but they gain the victory 
  (as symbolized in the resurrection and ascension).  The chapter 
  can be outlined by noticing the protection of the kingdom (v. 
  1-2), the purpose of the kingdom (3-13) and the permanence of 
  the kingdom (v. 14-19).  This chapter invites Christians to be 
  witnesses or truth-bearers in a dark world. 

Ch. 12 -- A woman gives birth to a child that the dragon sought to 
 devour(1-6).  The child is caught up to the throne of God to rule 

  all nations (5).  Satan is cast out of heaven (7-12).  The dragon 

Revelation Series 2009-10 Seven Oaks Josh Ketchum 



  goes to earth to persecute and make war with the rest of the 
  woman’s offspring (13-17).

The woman is God’s people, the child is Christ, and the dragon 
is the devil.  Israel helped bring about the Messiah, while the 
woman (God’s people) is the church after the DBR of Jesus.  
Satan is cast out of heaven, in that he is defeated and has no 
way of accusing or condemning men who are in Jesus.  The 
devil is enraged so he goes to make war with Christians through 
persecution and false lies.

   
Ch. 13 -- The Beast from the Sea (1-10) and the Beast from the Earth 

 (11-18)  emerge as tools of Satan to wage his war against 
 Christians.

The beast from the sea represents the tool of imperial power as 
manifest in the Roman Empire.  Masses fall down an worship 
this beast which blasphemes God.  The beast from the earth 
represents Satan’s tool of false religion to deceive people as 
manifest in the emperor cults, idolatry, and discrimination. 

Ch. 14 -- The 144,000 standing with the Lamb on Mnt. Zion singing a 
new song (1-5).   The proclamation of the three angels (6-13) 
and the two harvests of God (14-20).
Just has Satan has his tools and people, God has the lamb and 
those sealed unto Him (Christians).  The angels proclaim that 
the gospel is to be preached, that Babylon (Rome) will fall, and 
those who have worshiped the Beast (pagan Rome) will suffer 
God’s wrath.  The Lord is pictured coming in judgement 
reaping the Christians and judging the wicked nations. 

Ch 15 -- God is praised and the temple is filled with smoke as the angels 
 prepare the bowls of wrath.  

This is a prelude or introduction into ch. 16 the pouring out of 
the bowls.  It is meant to build intensity and demonstrate the 
might of God.

Ch. 16 --  The 7 bowl judgments are poured out upon the earth.
  God’s wrath is poured forth as an expression of His holiness.  
  These mirror in some ways the 10 plagues of Egypt.  They 
  describe the result of a sin saturated society and symbolically 
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  prophecy God’s judgement and punishment within time against 
  the wicked Roman Empire and pagan society.

Ch. 17 --  This chapter is intended to identify the great harlot or Babylon 
 which the bowls were poured forth upon.  It identifies the 

  Harlot by giving descriptive traits.
The first century reader would clearly see Rome and all of her 
wicked ways identified in this chapter.  More broadly this 
chapter represents the condemnation of God against the sinful 
world of lust, greed, materialism, and seduction.

Ch. 18 --  This chapter describes the fall of Babylon (Harlot) and its 
effects.  The fall is announced and the people of God are told to 
separate themselves from Babylon (1-8).  The world, especially 
those who gain wealth and pleasure from Babylon, mourn her 
fall (11-20).  This fall is a certain and final fall of Babylon 
(21-24).  God has brought about the destruction of the Roman 
empire and the entire pagan system that persecuted the saints.  
He has avenged their blood (20).  God has defeated Satan’s 
agents of the harlot and Babylon.
  

Ch. 19 –    Heaven rejoices over Babylon’s fall (1-6),  John envisions the 
marriage supper of the Lamb (7-10),  Christ conquers through 
the Word of God (11-16), The beast and his armies are defeated 
by Christ (17-21).  Verses 1-6 are a continuation of ch. 18 and 
are simply the rejoicing and praising of God of the multitude in 
heaven over the fall of Babylon (Rome).  In 7-10, John 
envisions the consummation of the marriage of Christ 
(husband) with the church His bride.  This event is 
still yet future (Rev. 21:2).  Christ is described as a powerful, 
conquering warrior who wages war with the Sword (Word of 
God).  Verses 19-21 give the results of the battle of 
Armageddon (Rev. 16:12-16) and demonstrate the utter defeat 
of the beast and the false prophet.  These are spiritual battles 
that are won through the word of God and power of the Lamb.

Ch. 20 –   Satan is bound for 1,000 years (1-3), the saints reign with Christ 
  for 1,000 years (4-6), The final Satanic rebellion is crushed 
  (7-10) and Christ conducts the final judgement (11-15).   Satan 
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is restricted in his ability to deceive nations and is defeated.  He 
is completely bound and Christians, especially with reference to 
the martyrs here have complete victory.   His deception is 
denied because of the truth of the Word of God (v. 1-6).  His 
destruction is swift and utter (v. 7-10) and he is punished day 
and night forever.  Christ then judges everyone who has ever 
lived by opening the books at the great white throne of 
judgment.  

Ch. 21- 22:5  –   Heaven
  Describe the heavenly home with all of its beauty and 

 precious blessings.  This text describes the church in glory with 
 God, the Lamb, and the Spirit.  The greatest of which is 
 intimate fellowship and contact with God and the Lamb. 

Ch. 22:6-20  –   Closing Thoughts
   Final exhortations by Christ urging preparation for his 

 return and the actions of the visions carried forth within the 
  world which will be “quickly” or suddenly.  We must be ready.  
  John gives a final warning in 18-19 to not add to nor take away 
  from this book of prophecy.  
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