
The Marriage Feast and the Great Supper of God 
Revelation 19

I.  Praise the Lord  - v. 1-6

! A.  Hallelujah - is not used much in English Bibles as we might think. 
! ! It comes from a Hebrew word which is a compound word of 
! ! both “praise” “Yahweh” combined. -- Literally means Praise 
! ! God.  Most of the time we say it means to Praise the Lord. 

B.  It is used 4 times in these 6 verses as the heavenly and earthly 
chorus join in to praise God.

1. They are praising God for the victory over Babylon and the 
Great Harlot. which has been the subject of ch. 18-19.  This 
is the defeat of Rome and her pagan ways. 

2. The Christians are not rejoicing in a vengeful spirit, but rather 
praising God b/c they have been vindicated.  The cause of 
Christ and Christians have been proved right. 

C.  Notice how God’s characteristics produce praise in our lives. (v. 1)
1. Salvation should produce a response of Gratitude.
2. Glory should produce a response of Reverence.
3. Power should produce a response of Trust in God. 
4. Judgments should produce a response of Fear

D. v. 5 - All servants small and great should praise God.
E. v. 6 - He reigns.

1. The true sense of the meaning is that He has reigned, He is 
reigning, and He will reign.  The Lord is in control and has 
supreme power. 

2. We can trust in Him. 
F. We have so many reasons to shout “Hallelujah” today!

II.  Prepare for the Wedding Feast - v. 7-10

A.  The Hebrew practice of Weddings. 
1. Betrothal - involved a contract or agreement between families 

and participants in the marriage. 
a. Mat. 1:18-24 - Joseph and Mary 
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b. Betrothal was more serious than our engagement.  It 
could only be broken by death or unfaithfulness. 

c. It involved Anticipation, Purity, and Preparation 
2. Wedding Feast 

a. The bride would prepare herself with her friends and 
family. 

b. The groom would prepare himself and with his friends 
they would travel to the Bride’s house and then escort 
them back to the feast.  

c. The wedding feast then could last as much as one or two 
weeks.  Guests were invited to the feast and they were 
often given special garments to wear for the ceremony. 

B. John pictures the victorious and joyous union of Christ with the 
Church. 

1. In the OT the relationship between God and His people is often 
pictured as a marriage relationship.   Israel was often unfaithful 
and guilty of fornication, b/c they went after pagan idols. 

2. The NT pictures the relationship of Christ with His Church 
a. Eph. 5:22-33
b. 2 Cor. 11:2

3. It parallels the Hebrew custom
a. We are in the Betrothal stage. 

i. At baptism we enter into the covenant or 
commitment with Christ.  Col. 3:1-4

ii. We are waiting on the coming of our Groom.                
John 14:3,  Mat. 25:31

b. One day when the Lord returns we will go to the wedding 
supper.  

i. This will be a tremendous party and time of 
rejoicing. 

ii. This will be a feast with God (OT feast imagery)
iii. It will be the ultimate communion meal.   (Lord’s 

Supper is foreshadowing this heavenly banquet).
iv. The Lord used similar imagery in Mat. 22 - Parable 

of the Wedding Feast.  

C.   We should be:
1. Anticipating the coming of the Bridegroom
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a. The Parable of the Ten Virgins - Mat. 25:1-12
b. They had fallen asleep while waiting for the bridegroom. 
c. They did not have enough of their oil.  They had to go buy 

more oil.  They missed out on the marriage feast. 
d. 2 Pet. 3:11-13

2. Remain Pure 
a. Rev. 19:8
b. Betrothal and Marriage are always connected with purity. 
c. Greatest honor a man or woman confer on each other is 

choosing him / her for a spouse.  Jesus chose the church 
as His bride.  He chose us as individual Christians.  

d. Clothed in White Garments - Rev. 7:9,14
i. Our clothes are made white in the blood of Christ. 
ii. OT - people changed clothing to symbolize their 

feelings or their behavior.
iii. Paul used this imagery. 

i. Gal. 3:26-27,  Col. 3:1-10 Put on / Put off
e. Notice that our purity comes from two areas:

i. God granted her -- God acted / Grace of God.
ii. Man’s response - Man had to do righteous deeds.
iii. God gave the clothes for the Bride, but she has to 

put them on.  
 

3. Be preparing for the Lord’s Return.
1. The idea of preparation runs through this passage. 
2. They remain pure and anticipate the wedding feast. 
3. God has given the saints power and responsibility. They 

are to cloth themselves. 
4. Jesus parable - Mat. 22:11-14 - One man who did not 

have the wedding garment.   
5. The five virgins who could not go into the feast - b/c they 

were not prepared. 

D.   All are invited to the Wedding. 
1. Everyone is invited to the wedding, but few choose to make 

themselves ready for it.  

Revelation - Class Notes! WKBS

116



2. John gives the 4th beatitude of the book - blessed are those 
who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.  The idea is 
blessed are those who have been betrothed to Christ / who 
have received their invitation to the wedding. 

E.   These are the True Words of God - v. 9 
1. This truths are real and certain.   They make a Christians 

problem’s manageable.  To the persecuted saints of Rev. it was 
saying rejoice, say Hallelujah b/c though you are suffering now, 
you are invited to the heavenly feast and banquet.  God reigns 
and you are victorious.  Praise God!!  You get to go to the 
wedding!!

2. You are loved like the bride of Christ. 

The Triumphant Christ
Rev. 19:11-21

The reader is prepared for the introduction of the Bridegroom Jesus and a 
beautiful wedding.  But John as he often does in Revelation surprises the 
reader with a powerful  and victorious image of Jesus. 

This is a vision about the the Son of God and His power.  It had deep 
significance for the 1st century reader and it has great significance for us 
as well.

I.  The King’s Titles
A. Faithful and True

1. He is God’s faithful and true witness. 
1. He brought the Word of God.  / Message of God.
2. Heb. 1:1-2,  Mat. 24:35,  1 Pet. 1:25, John 14:24

2. He is trustworthy and dependable. 
1. Heb. 10:23, 1 John 1:7, 2 Thes. 3:3

B.The Word of God
1.  John uses the same term - Logos - as he used to introduce 

Jesus in John 1.  
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2. v. 15 - from his mouth comes forth a sharp sword.  - Possibly the 
Sword of the Spirit -- The Word of God.  

3. Christ rules and will judge based upon the Word of God.
1. It is the standard - John 12:48
2. It is imperishable, living and abiding Word that saves souls   

1 Peter. 1:22-25
3. It is able to cut and prick the hearts of men.  Heb. 4:12

4. The Word of God is still powerful.  2 Pet. 3:7
1. God spoke creation into existence. 
2. God spoke the flood.
3. God will speak the Word to send Christ back. 
4. There is no battle in this text between the enemies of God 

and Christ.  Christ defeats them by His Word and Might.  
They don’t stand a chance. 

 
C.King of kings and Lord of lords  !

1. There are many kings / rulers.  There are many supposed gods 
and idols, but there is only ONE true King and Lord. 

2. This points to the Supremacy of Christ.  
3. This was pointed to earlier in Rev. 17:14 
4. No one is able to win or stands on anywhere close to the same 

pedestal as Jesus. 

II. The King’s Task
A. After noticing the titles given to Jesus in this text, let us now notice 

the task given to Him.  
B. The enemies of God have been introduced and now they are !       

being defeated. 
1. The Enemies were introduced in this order:

a. Dragon (12:3)
b. Sea Beast (Political / Imperial Power) (ch. 13)
c. Land Beast / False Prophet (False Religion) (ch. 13)
d. The Great Harlot  (Fleshly Sin / Worldliness) (ch. 17)
e. Babylon (Rome) (ch. 17-18)

2. The Enemies are defeated in reverse order. 
a. Babylon and Great Harlot (ch. 17-18)
b. Sea and Land Beast (ch. 19)
c. The Dragon (ch. 20)
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C. The Task of Christ is to:
1. Judge and Make War (v. 11)

1. This passage is focused on the present.  Jesus judges 
and makes war on his enemies throughout time. 

2. The verbs are in the present tense. 
3. For the early readers, they would have understood the 

enemies to be Rome and the pagan / seductive world. 
4. The emphasis of this passage is that Jesus is making war 

and gaining the victory over his enemies and all those 
who oppose Him!

2. This is accomplished through His power and might as is 
described.

1. “His eyes are like a flame of fire”  - His omniscience.  He 
sees and knows all. Heb. 4:13

2. “He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood.”
1. Possible sprinkled in blood.
2. Though our thoughts go to the cross, probably the 

idea is that he is a battle tested veteran and He has 
already shed the blood of His enemies. 

3. Isaiah 63:1-6, Joel 3:9-13 are the background
3. Armies from heaven go out with him (Angels)

1. It is likely that these are the angels that do 
ministering and work for God.  Mat. 25:31

4. Rod of Iron - Rod is an instrument of discipline. 
1. Psalm 2 is in mind. 

III.  The King’s Triumph

A. This is the results of the battle of Armageddon.  The enemies where 
gathered earlier, but the battle was not started nor concluded.  
1. 16:14-16,  17:12-14
2. What is interesting is that there is never a battle.  
3. The results are just announced. 
4. Clearly we are not talking about a literal military battle. 
5. We are using symbolic language and discussing spiritual issues. 
6. Christ’s Word executes judgement.  He doesn’t need an army, 

saints, angels, or any thing, but the power of God!
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B. The Great Supper of God 
1. This is a gory and repulsive scene.
2. It is similar to OT images and prophetic pronouncements. 

a) Isa. 34:6,  Jer. 46:10,  Ezekiel 39:17-20
3. Matt. 12:30 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever 

does not gather with me scatters.”
4. The irony and scene is tremendous as it is compared to the 

wedding feast earlier in 7-10.  Either you are invited to the great 
feast in heaven or you are the feast!!

5. All men will stand in judgement before God.  Rich, rulers, small 
and great.  

C. The Beast and the kings of the earth (Rome / evil powers) were 
defeated.  All those who opposed Christ.  Paganism and those who 
worshiped emperors and killed Christians.  

D. The Birds were gorged with their flesh. 
E. The beast and false prophet were thrown into the lake of fire!!

Conclusion

The great question of Elijah serves as a fitting conclusion to this story and 
to this chapter. 

“And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go 
limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but 
if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word.”    -- 1 
Kings 18:21

Or -- Famous painting by Goetze  - “Despised and Rejected of Men”
! Jesus on a busy street surrounded by people from all different classes 
and works of life.  No on is paying attention to him. They are all looking 
away from him.  
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Additional Note: from Oster’s class notes

Remember that the book of Revelation has some material in Ezekiel that affect the plot in 
Revelation.  There are many points of similarity in the plot.

In Ezek. 37,  the resurrection chapter with the valley of dry bones. In 38 and 39 are Gog and 
Magog and their assault upon Israel and they are defeated.  You have reference to fire coming 
form heaven, horses, kings and all sorts of similar things.  In Ezek. 40-46 you have a 
presentation of a new city and the temple with the city.  There is a lot about measuring and where 
tribes go.  In Ezek 47 you have the river of the water of life that comes from the throne and flows 
to dead sea and does miraculous things.  

There are some significant sequence parallels in Rev.  Great supper of God, resurrection of 
saints, enthronement, Gog and Magog, new city, temple and the river, the water of life.   If you 
do all of this sequence, there is a place or two where sequence does not match up, with Ezekiel, 
but it is close.  The items are there but not in the same sequence.  However, they have now 
discovered a Septuagint text that does have them in this sequence.  This is a pretty amazing 
similarity.
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