
The Defeat of Satan and the Great Judgment of God
Revelation 20

This is admittedly a challenging passage. 

The first 6 verses have received more attention than they deserve. They 
have caused whole biblical interpretative themes to be based upon them.  

We must keep in mind the following:
• Always interpret difficult texts through the lens of simple, plain texts.  
• Be consistent, even though it is tempting for us to literalize the term  

       “1,000 years,” we must remember we are dealing with a highly 
       symbolic passage in apocalyptic literature.  

• Remember the overall message and purpose of John.
• John is focused on bringing his book to a conclusion.  He is wanting 
to answer the questions that have been raised by the martyrs and 
persecuted.  He is trying to show the defeat of Satan. 

Our Approach:
! Understand the text
! Then understand millennial views. 
! Finally, observe the false teaching involved in premillennialism.  

Read this text with a focus on Satan rather than the 1,000 years.

I.  His Deception is Denied - v. 1-6
A.  Clearly we are talking in symbolic language.  Just like other chapters.    

Remember ch. 12 - when the dragon was introduced.
B. This section intends to contrast the fate of Saints as compared with 

the defeat of Satan and His followers.  (similar to ch. 19 - 2 feasts)
A. Notice the saints as they are depicted in v. 4-6
B. Notice how Satan is picture. 

C. Some key ideas in this passage and suggestions
A. Satan was bound:

A. He was restricted in some way and to some degree.  
Does not mean he was rendered inactive.  the term 
means unable to function. 

B. Paul was bound - Acts 27-28 - house arrest - 
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C. Rom. 7:2 - wife bound by law to her husband. 
D. Satan was bound in 20:3 - in that he was not able to 

deceive the nations any longer. 
E. The gospels make reference to the binding of Satan. 

A. Mat. 12:25-30, Mark 3:20-27, Luke 14:14-23
B. Luke 10:18 - Satan fall like lightning
C. Col. 2:14-15, 1 John 3:8, Heb. 2:14

F. Therefore, this binding of Satan began with the 
incarnation of Christ (other passages and Rev. 12). 

G. Illustration - Mean dog on a chain, get within his reach / 
eat you up! 

B. 1,000 years - 
A. 10 signifies completeness - using multiples of ten 

intensifies the concept.  
B. 10 x 10 x 10 -- ultimate completeness
C. Satan was completely bound. 
D. It also could be a reference to an undetermined long 

period of time.  
D.  It seems to me that the binding of Satan is a reference to the loss of 

his power of deception.  The truth can and was out now.  John 1:18, 
8:32

A. ch. 19 - Jesus conquers and makes war through the Word of 
God.

B. The Word of God destroys the power of Satan. 
C. Christians win now.  James 4:7 - Resist the devil and he will flee 

from you!
D. 1 John 5:4 - this is the victory that has overcome the world  our 

faith!
E. This released for a little while.

A. I am not for sure.  Possibly: 
B. A time before the return of Christ, where Satan is allowed more 

power or man yields more to him, by rejecting the Word.
C. The idea of deceive in Revelation is very similar to the concept 

of attacking Christians.  That is what Satan is said to do in his 
attack on Christians (Rev. 12:12, 15-17).

F. First resurrection - v. 5
A. This is tough, but it seems to me a reference to the martyr’ 

victory and triumph over death.  This is not the final bodily 
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resurrection, but rather a resurrection of life after death.  Rev. 
11:12;  Ezekiel 37 - valley of dry bones; Luke 15:24, Rm. 11:15

B. Those who share in the gospel the eternal death has no power 
over them. 

C. Viewing this passage from the perspective of how I have taught 
the book this passage is similar to Rev. 11 and 12. 

A. It is giving us a view of how God sees the world. 
B. It is calling the Christians to witness and bear forth the 

truth.  It is promising a victory and resurrection.  
C. The world and Satan may slaughter them, but he is bound 

and Christ wins the great victory.  
D. They will completely reign with Christ. 

A. Christians are reigning with Jesus now. 
! ! Rev. 3:21,  5:10

A. Christians reign now with Christ. 
A. They are a part of His Kingdom
B. They are in the Royal Family
C. Christians are “in Christ” and thus share in his reign. 
D. Rom. 5:17  - reign in life - b/c overcome death

B. The idea of reigning in John’s day meant victory.

II.  His Destruction is Swift - v. 7-9

A.  Satan’s other allies had been defeated, so he garners more support 
whom John names as Gog and Magog.  

A. Gog and Magog were real men of the OT, but had little 
significance until Ezekiel (ch. 38-39) used them as a symbol of 
the forces of evil arrayed against Israel.

B. Uninspired apocalyptic books used the names from Ezekiel to 
to refer to enemies of the Messiah.  

C. They are not specific nations, but rather are a symbolic 
reference to enemies of God.  They are symbolic of any and all 
who do not know God and His gospel.    

D. The Devil can always find someone to recruit.  
E. Ez. 39:6 - The wrath of God is poured out on them. 
F. Thus they also represent the soon-to-be-defeated enemies of 

God. 
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B. Satan and his armies surround the city of God.  They attack the 
church. 

A. Satan has as his objected the children of God. 
B. He has all the world, but he wants God’s people.

C. Fire falls down from heaven.  
A. Sodom and Gomorrah - Gen. 19:24, 
B. Nadab and Abihu - Lev. 10:1-2
C. Ezekiel’s Magog - Eze. 39:6
D. Eljah called fire down on groups of 50 soldiers

D. Once again there was no war!  No Battle. God wins.
A. How many times throughout this great book has God 

communicated this message to enrich and build our faith. 

III. His Defeat is Utter - v. 10

A.  The devil is likewise thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur.
A.  HELL

B. Satan will be tormented and all those who follow him day and night 
forever and ever. 

A. Satan is not the ruler of hell.
B. Hell is not satan’s playground.
C. Hell is Satan’s punishment.  
D. Hell is also forever and ever. - Mat. 25:46

The Books of Judgement 
Revelation 20:11-15

We are moving now the dramatic conclusion of the book.  

Judgement is described in certain terms all throughout scripture.  
! Ecc. 11:9
! Acts 17:30-31
! 2 Cor. 5:10
!

It is not easy to preach about this awesome and final judgment. I take 
absolutely no pleasure whatsoever in even thinking about ANYONE 
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being thrown alive into a lake of fire for all eternity. Also: God takes no 
pleasure in it either…God never made hell for people…hell was 
created for the devil and his angels, and the people who end up in 
hell will be those who reject God’s way of escape, and never become 
saved. 

Rev. 20:11 ¶ Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated 
on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was 
found for them. 

! The throne is connected with the judgement of God.
! Rom. 14:10  “the judgement seat of God”
! 2 Cor. 5:10  “the judgement seat of Christ”
! Both the Father and Son are pictured as being seated on a 
! ! throne (Mat. 19:28, Luke 1:32, Acts 2:30, Heb. 1:8, 12:2
! ! Rev. 3:21, 12:5)

! “Earth and sky fled away”
! ! Mat. 5:18 -- heaven and earth will pass away
! ! 2 Pet. 3:10

Rev. 20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, 
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 
written in the books, according to what they had done.
Rev. 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, 
each one of them, according to what they had done.

! Everyone is here at this awesome judgement scene. 
! Everyone stands equally in need of a savior.  Rich/poor /rich /
! ! famous / all that have ever lived

! Death and Hades - these enemies of God that Jesus has the 
! ! power over.  
! ! Rev. 1:18
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! ! 1 Cor. 15:26, 54-55

In this great heavenly vision John sees books opened.  The books are 
meant to convey further this courtly image.  The judgement is based upon 
written record and testimony.  There will be no mistakes made by God.  It 
seems that John has in mind here a reference to at least three books. 

I.  The Word of God
A.  The Visions have emphasized the Word of God throughout.

1. Rev. 12:17; ch. 10 -11 focus on it.  ch. 19:13-15, 
B. The Word of God is the standard for Judgement

1. John 12:48
2. It is Powerful -- Rom. 1:16,  Heb. 4:12
3. It is true -- John 8:32,  17:17 “sanctify them by your Word, 

your word is truth.”
4. It is eternal -- 1 Pet. 1:25  “the word of the Lord endures 

forever”  Luke 21:33,  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but 
my words will not pass away”

5. It is to be a mirror into our lives -- James 1:21-24
1. “The real book is not one that we read, but one that 

reads us.”  W.H. Auden
C. The word of God will be opened on that Day!

1. Those who have ridiculed it, blasphemed it, ignored it, twisted 
it, and profaned it will all have to give an account based upon 
their rejection of it. 

2. Why we should seriously consider our obedience to the Word 
of God.

D.  Judgement is really simple.  Did you obey the Word of God?

II.  The Book of Deeds

A.  The next book is not specifically titled in the text but is commonly 
called the “Book of Deeds.”

1. John says that the dead “were judged by what was written in 
the books, according to what they had done.” v. 12 -- this 
same phrase occurs again in v. 13

2. Probably in the symbolic nature of the book this is referring to 
the omniscience of God.  God knows and sees all.
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B. This idea is referred to throughout scriptures and is a humbling 
concept. 

1. Ecc. 12:14,  Rom. 2:6,  Mat. 16:27,  Rev. 2:23,  Mat. 25:34-36,  
2 Cor. 5:10, 11:15

2. Heb. 4:13
C. As Christians we are to be living epistles. 

1. 2 Cor. 3:2-3
2. Our lives are the only books some ever read. 
3. Does your lives content match your cover?
4. Are the pictures of your life - Dirty and evil or pure and 

righteous?
D. We will be judged according to all our works as measured by the 

standards of the Word of God.
E. The message is not salvation by works, but works as the irrefutable 

evidence of a man’s actual relationship with God.  Our works show 
our faith.  James 2:18, express our love (Jn 14:15, 1 John 5:3) and 
complete our response to the Lord - Jms 2:21, 22,  Eph. 2:10

1. Works demonstrate and proof our faith and love. 
2. We are saved by faith through grace, but character (works) 

are the fruit of the tree (Mat. 7:16-20).
3. If we have lots of bad pictures and stuff in our book what are 

we to do?  We have to get the book edited and remade 
through the forgiveness of Christ.  

III.  The Book of Life
!

A.  The book of life is mentioned throughout scripture, but mostly in 
Revelation.  
1. The phrase is derived from the custom of the ancients of 

keeping genealogical records (Neh 7:5,64; 12:22,23) and of 
enrolling citizens for various purposes (Jer 22:30; Ezk 13:9). 
So, God is represented as having a record of all who are under 
His special care and guardianship.

2. In the NT it is the record of the righteous who are to inherit 
eternal life (Phil 4:3; Rev 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:27).

3. Phil. 4:3,  Rev. 3:5, Rev. 20:12, 15,  21:27 
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F. You find you name in the book of life through becoming a Christian.  
Through being in Christ. 

1. Rom. 8:1,  2 These. 1:7-10
G. Those who are not in the book of life will be thrown into the lake of fire.  

1. Hell and eternal punishment with the devil and his angels are what 
awaits those who are not in Christ. 

2. These experience the second death. 
1. The meaning is, that this will be a cutting off from what is 

properly called life, from hope, from happiness, and from 
peace, and a subjection to pain and agony, which it will be 
proper to call death—death in the most fearful form; death 
that will continue for ever

2. This is not annihilation but eternal punishment. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Understanding Millennial Views 

Pre-millennialism
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Post-millennialism 

A-millennialism

Source: BlueLetterBible.com

Further reading:  David Roper - p. 310-321
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Will Christ Reign On Earth For 1,000 Years
Revelation 20:4-7

 
A large number of people in the ‘christian’ world hold the doctrine of 

Premillennialism.

Important for you to understand the truth regarding this topic.
 Very Popular – “Left Behind” Series of books
 
I.  A Description of the Doctrine:
      Definition of Premillennialism
 Pre – ‘before’ Millennium – 1000 – the doctrine of the return of 

Christ before His 1,000 year reign.

 Dispensational Premillennialism – Since, God created the world in 7 days 
and since Peter said 1 day is as a 1,000 yrs and 1,000 yrs as 1 day (II Pet. 3:8).   
4000 years before Christ, 2000 after – then we are living in the 7th dispensation.  
God rested on the 7th day.  The age of the kingdom, thus they project Christ to 
come back sometime around 2000.

Overview of the Doctrine:
 1) An earthly Kingdom was promised to Israel in the OT.
 2) Promise renewed by Christ as he preached the “kingdom is at         

hand”.
 3) Jesus’ kingship and his earthly kingdom were, however, rejected by 

the Jews.
 4) Christ and God postponed the earthly kingdom till Christ’s second 

coming and chose to set up the church as an ‘afterthought’.
 5)  Then 7 yrs before Christ returns there will be a secret snatching 

away of Christians called the rapture.  Israel will rebuild the 
temple, anti-type of the Roman empire will form and there will 
be 7 years of tribulation on earth climaxing in a great battle in 
Northern Palestine called “Armageddon”

 6) Upon which Christ will return to raising up the faithful dead in 
Christ and the faithful Christians here on Earth to live and reign 
with Him for 1,000 yrs as he sits upon the Throne of David.  
Idealistic environment on Earth with no evil.

Where do they get this doctrine?
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! Fanciful interpretations from Rev. 20 and OT passages. 

I.  It Errs in Biblical Interpretation

A.  Using a Difficult passage to base a doctrine upon. 
1.  This doctrine uses a difficult passage in an apocolyptic book 

then builds a doctrine around it and uses it to interpret the rest of 
scripture. 

2. It is the tail wagging the dog.   It is like only having a few pieces 
of the puzzle and then trying to determine and using those few 
pieces that are admittedly blurry to understand the rest of the 
picture.  

B.  Adding to the Text
     Notice what is not said here Rev. 20
       i.  No mention of 2nd coming of Christ
      ii.  No mention of a bodily resurrection
     iii.  No mention of a reign on Earth
      iv.  No mention of a literal throne of David
      v.  No mention of Jerusalem or Palestine
               vi.  No mention of Christ on Earth

C.  Missing the Message of the Text

! Rev. 20 is not about the 1,000 year reign, that was not John’s 
! purpose.  We focus on that and have heard so much about that, but 
! John is telling another symbolic vision with his message being similar 
! to time’s past to encourage the Christians in their victory and 
! prophecy the ultimate defeat of Satan. 

! ! Rev. 20 is not a chronological story, just like most of Reve.
! ! Rev. 20 is symbolic and cannot be taken to be literal. 
! ! Throughout Revelation numbers are used symbolically.  The 
! ! ! number 1,000 is used other times and it is symbolic in 
! ! ! meaning. 
! ! ! It is a number for completeness / Indefinite, longer period 
! ! ! ! of time. 
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! ! Millennialist want to pick and choose which parts to take literal 
! ! or symbolic.  They say they have a literal interpretation, but that 
! ! is a true impossibility.  Are they going to say that only 144,000 
! ! will be heaven? Rev. 7

! !
!

II.  It Errs In Understanding the Kingdom of God
!
! A.    OT Prophets specifically prophesied the coming of the Kingdom
    1.  Daniel 2:44 – 4th Kingdom – Rome – God’s kingdom will 

be set up.   Latter in Daniel 7:13-14  the same prophecy 
is made.

  2.  Jesus  -- Mark 1:14-15  “time is fulfilled”
   Heb. 12:28 “are receiving a kingdom” – We have 

received it.
  3.  Premillenialist deny Christ has a kingdom and still see it as 

future in nature.
  4.  Luke 24:44  Jesus claims to have fulfilled all of the 

prophecies written about Him. 
B.  The Kingdom of God is not a geographical, political kingdom, but rather 

a spiritual kingdom.  It is the rule or reign of God in the hearts of men.  
The church is the kingdom of God.

1.  John 18:36
2.  Col. 1:13  -- we are translated into at baptism..
3. We are to seek it first - Mat. 6:33

! C.  The idea that the church was just some afterthought that God 
created because the kingdom failed smacks at blasphemy.

       1.  Church was built by Christ (Mt. 16:18) One of His purposes for 
coming.  

        2.  Purchased with His blood  (Acts 20:28)
       3.  Eph. 3:9-12  -- The church declares the “manifold wisdom of 

God” and it is “according to the eternal purpose which He 
accomplished (not failed) in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

III.  It Errs Regarding the Return of Christ and the Resurrection
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A.  Premillennialism says this about the return of Christ and the Resurrection
A. Come first in the air and begin the rapture / gathering the saints in 

the air. 
B. Return to earth - Reign for 1,000 years
C. End of 1,000 years - general resurrection / Armageddon / 
D. Some even teach up to 7 resurrections. 

 A.   Notice how the NT indicates the time of the last events
  1.  2nd coming of Christ and the gathering of saints will be at the 

same time (Mark 13:26-27).
   2.  2nd coming of Christ and the changing of our vile body will 

be at the same time (Phil. 3:20-21, I Cor. 15:51-52).
  3.  2nd coming of Christ and the resurrection of all, both the 

good and evil, will be at the same time (Jn. 5:28-29, Acts 
 24:15).

  4.  2nd coming of Christ and the judgement will be at the same 
time (Mt. 25:31-34).

  5.  2nd coming of Christ and the punishment of the wicked will 
be at the same time (2 Thess. 1:7-9)

  6.  2nd coming of Christ and the destruction of the world will be 
at the same time (II Pet. 3:4-13)

 D.  Clearly the Millennial doctrine where Christ comes and reigns 
with the righteous for 1,000 years then judgement and eternal 
destinations are meted forth does not coincide with the NT.

IV.  It Errs Regarding the Reigning of Jesus

A.  Premillennialist see Jesus has having been rejected and his true 
reigning is put off until he returns. 

B. Notice in Rev. 20, their proof text, there is no mention of Jesus 
reigning on earth.

A. It is clear from the text that the reigning is in heaven.  
A. thrones - in heaven 
B. souls under the altar - Rev. 6 - in heaven
C. where Jesus lives - Heaven 

B. It does not mention the length of His reign.  He is only said to 
reign with the martyrs for a thousand years.  
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C. The NT clearly teaches that Christ’s reign began when he ascended 
to the Father. 

A. Acts 2:30-36
B. 1 Cor. 15:22-28
C. Revelation makes this clear.  17:14, 19:16

D.  The martyrs are said to reign with Christ, but this promise had 
already been given to every faithful Christian.  

A. Rev. 3:21,  5:10
B. Christians reign now with Christ. 

A. They are a part of His Kingdom
B. They are in the Royal Family
C. Christians are “in Christ” and thus share in his reign. 
D. Rom. 5:17  - reign in life - b/c overcome death

C. The idea of reigning in John’s day meant victory.
D. The teaching of Rev. 20 for those suffering w/ persecution was 

that the promises of God were not nullified by death, but rather 
death brought it to a completion.  The imagery of reigning for 
1,000 years underlines the completeness of the reign of the 
martyrs, the totality of their victory.  

E. Jesus is reigning now.  Now you might say, well the events of this 
world and the tremendous amount of sin and death doesn’t look to 
me like he is reigning.  This surely isn’t the pristine, idealistic age 
spoken of by the prophets, where the lion lays down with the lamb, 
and the swords are beaten into plows.  The answer is that those 
prophecies were talking spiritual and from the perspective of the 
truth of the gospel.  Salvation that would come in Christ.  

Will Jesus Reign on Earth for 1,000 Years?

! The premillennial theory is clearly not biblically sound.  It is fanciful, 
exciting, dramatic, just not true!!

It Errs in Biblical Interpretation
It Errs Regarding the Understanding of the Kingdom of Christ 
It Errs Regarding the Return of Christ and the Resurrection 
It Errs Regarding the Reigning of Jesus
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