
The Bowls of God’s Wrath
Revelation 15-16

Some Key Thoughts To Keep In Mind

! There are three series of judgments: the seven seal-openings (6:1-17; 
8:1, 3-5), the seven trumpets (8:2, 6-21; 11:14-19), and the seven bowls (15:1, 
5-21). As seven is the number of completeness, in some sense each series 
completes God's judgment on the unrighteous world. In other words, the seventh 
of each series portrays the final act of judgment in which evil is destroyed and 
God's kingdom arrives. But the three series are so connected that the seventh 
seal-opening includes the seven trumpets and the seventh trumpet includes the 
seven bowls. Thus each series reaches the same end, but from starting-
points progressively closer to the end. This is why the three series of 
judgments are of progressive severity: the judgments of the seal-openings 
affect a quarter of the earth (6:8), those of the trumpets affect a third (8:7-12; 
9:18), but those of the bowls are unlimited. Warning judgments, restrained in 
hope that the wicked will be warned and repent (cf. 9:20-1), are succeeded in the 
last series by judgments of final retribution (cf. 16:5-7). Of course, the highly 
schematized portrayal of the judgments depicts their theological significance. It 
cannot be meant as a literal prediction of events.

Richard Bauckham. The Theology of the Book of Revelation (Kindle Locations 
527-533). Kindle Edition. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dr. Cloud’s Notes - p. 34

! Revelation 15 serves to introduce the vision of the seven "bowls of God's 
wrath" which will be poured out upon the enemies of the Lamb. Warning to 
readers: “Where is your true loyalty?” Two options: (1) join in praising God, or (2) 
unite with those blaspheming Him. There is no middle ground! There are only 
winners and losers.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

! God pictures the victory of God’s people once again as compared 
now with the judgement and wrath of God upon the imperial power of 
Roman and the pagan system.  
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This passage is a theodicy.  A defense of God’s actions of wrath being poured out 
on evil.  

! The themes of justice and fairness runs through this vision. 
!
! It is established that God has a right to punish.

! Throughout these final chapters we will see angels and martyred saints 
! praising God for His wrath and retribution.  (15:3-4, 16:5-7, 18:6, 20; 
! ! 19:1-5)
! ! (We will discuss this at the end of our text discussion.) 
! !
! God’s wrath is an expression and necessary quality of his holiness 
! and justice.  - A holy God must of necessity express his displeasure 
! against sin continuously.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Notice the Symbolism with the 10 Plagues and the Victor of God’s people 
over Egypt.
! 15:3 - “song of Moses” - This was the song that was sung by Moses 
and the children of Israel when they crossed the Red Sea - Ex. 15  They 
were praising God for their deliverance from the Egyptians.  Pharoah’s 
army lay dead in the sea (Rev. 16:3), God had redeemed his people and 
would bring them into the promised land.  

Dr. Cloud - p. 35

“The song of the Lamb, recorded in vv. 3,4, uses much Old Testament 
imagery (compare Psa. 11:2; 139:14; 86:9; 145:17; 98:2; Amos 4:13; 
Deut. 32:4; Mal. 1:11). God's power was displayed against the gods of 
Egypt by the ten plagues, and by Israel's safe passage across the Sea (see 
Exod. 12:12; Num. 33:4). God's justice was displayed by the destruction 
of the Egyptian army in the Red Sea. In this song of the Lamb, God's 
power and justice would be on display once more, this time in the 
overthrow of Rome! The fall of Rome was not a mere accident of 
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history, but was the judgment of God upon the wickedness, the 
arrogance, and the decadence of the Empire!”

! Ch. 16 - The bowls are connected with the symbolism of the 10 
plagues poured out on Eygpt.  
! Water to blood - 1st Plague -- relates to 2 and 3 bowls 16:3-4
! Frogs (2nd plague) - 16:13 - three frogs - lying spirits used by satan
! Boils (6th plague) - relates to the 1st bowl - boils on men 16:2
! Hail (7th plague) - plague of the hail - Rev. 16:21 - 7th bowl
! Darkness (9th plague) - similar to the 5th bowl - darkness - 16:10-11

C.  There is also parallels with these bowls and the trumpets of ch. 8-9.
! (Roper - p. 150-151) 

! They are very similar in what they afflict.  

Trumpets! ! ! ! ! ! Bowls

1. The earth                                               1. The earth
2. The sea                                                  2. The sea
3. Rivers and springs                                 3. Rivers and springs
4. Sun / heavenly bodies                           4. Sun
5. Torment                                                  5. Pain
6. Euphrates and army!                              6.  Euphrates and army

There are some key differences:
The trumpets were focused on the effect of sin and had as their goal the 
repentance of people.  They were on 1/3 of the earth, while the focus of the 
bowls is unlimited with punishment and retribution as their goal.  

a. The object -- Bowls more specifically men, instead of earth.
b. Intensity -- No restraint with the bowls as the trumpets have.
c. Swiftness -- The bowls are poured out faster
d. Purpose - Trumpets - “Warn” - Bowls -  “Punish” 

This is God’s answer to the question of the Martyrs of 6:10 - How long, Oh 
Lord before you avenge our blood on the earth?
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D.  The bowls fit into the flow of Revelation. 
! Breaking of the Seals - - ch. 6-7 -- Suffering on the Earth
! The Blowing of the Trumpets - ch. 8-9 - Warning Message - Repent
! The Bowls of Wrath are poured out -- ch. 15-16 -  Punishment

Not let’s look at the text. 

I.  The Victorious Church with it’s Mighty God:  15:1-4
A. Glass (holiness, mercy, majesty) mingled with Fire (wrath)
B. Song of Moses and the Lamb (see imagery discussed above)
C. Notice the description of God in v. 3-4

1. God is tremendous - “great and marvelous are your works”
2. God is true - “just and true are Your ways”
3.God is transcendent - “For you alone are holy”
4. God is trustworthy - For Your righteous acts have been revealed.”

a) i.e. You have kept your word.
D. v. 4 - Is not teaching universalism as some suggest. 

1. We must appreciate that historically, people in OT who were not 
part of Israel were also encourage to come and worship Yahweh.  
They were encouraged to offer sacrifices, etc.  So nations and 
kings were encouraged to worship God.  So the notion that nations 
would come and kings would come is assumed in OT. 

2.The concept of all nations coming is coming from the NT message 
of the gospel as well. (Mat. 28, Acts 2, Revelation)

II.  God Sends out His Wrath - 15:5-8
A. The heavenly temple was opened.  God sends out the angels to 

protect and defend His Church.  These angels were dressed like the 
High Priest on the Day of Atonement.  Priests serve God for or on 
behalf of men.  These angels are doing such here.   

B. Furniture talking passage - The altar speaks.  The altar is a symbol 
for justice so it is as if justice is speaking forth.  The alar says God’s 
ways are just! 

C.Smoke filled the sanctuary. 

III. The Seven Bowls of Wrath - ch. 16

A.  Bowl 1 -- Loathsome Sores - 
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1. These sores are on those who follow the beast. 
2. Pain is inflicted upon men.  
3. Sin is a punishment for sin - Rom. 1:21-32

B.  Bowl 2 - The Sea Turns to Blood 
1. Sea symbolizes the whole of society - worldly mankind.
2. Society becomes corrupt and stinks.  
3. Commentaries also point to the economic woes and effects upon 

Rome with the sea being harmed.

C. Bowl 3 - The Waters Turn to Blood
1. Represents the amount of judgment and depravity of their society.
2. v. 6 -- It is “what they deserve” -- b/c they have shed the blood of 

saints and prophets.
3. God brings these judgments  
4. We are often punished with what we have done to others or desire 

to do to them.  
1.  Obad. 15 - “As you have done, it shall be done to you”
2. We cannot hide from the consequences of our sins. 
3. Brothers sold Joseph to slavery - their offspring become 

slaves
4. Nadab and Abihu - failed to offer the proper fire to God, 

where consumed by fire. 
5. Achan - took what was dedicated to God - God took 

everything from him.
6. Samson - gave himself to a pagan - had himself taken by 

paganism.
7. David - who became sexually immoral and murderous only 

to see his family become sexually immoral and murderous.
8. Paul - persecuted the church - he was persecuted.
9. Diotrephes - spoke against the servants of God - only to 

have God speak against him.  
!

D.  Bowl 4 - Men are Scorched
1.  Men are hardened by sin.  Thus God burns them!

E.  Bowl 5 -- Darkness and Pain
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1. They wanted darkness away from God, so God gives them 
complete and utter darkness. 

2. Some think this refers to hopelessness and political downfall of 
Rome.

F. Bowl 6 - Armies Gather For Battle. 
1. The Dragon and all of his forces gather to make war with God. 
2. They are lying and deceiving spirits.  They are like a bunch of 

frogs. 
1. Frogs are cold, clammy, and repulsive. They croak!
2. Not scary, not powerful. but a good image for a false prophet. 

3. Yet, there is not going to be a description of any fighting.  There is 
really no competition.  

4. Armageddon
1. John says it is a Hebrew word.  Likely meaning “Mountain of 

Meggido.”  Yet another OT symbol (2 Kings 23:28-30, 2 
Chron. 35:20-25)

2. Not referring to great end of time futuristic battle in Palestine 
or anywhere else.

3. But Armageddon was famous battlefield site. 
4. It is a symbolic reference to a battle or great struggle.

1. like us saying Gettysburg or Waterloo
2. It is a strategic point in the protection of Israel and 

Judah.
3. Many battles there including:

1. Deborah and Barak against Jabin and Sisera
2. Gideon defeated the Midianites w/ 300 men
3. Saul and Jonathan were slain in battle here
4. Ahaziah - king of Judah dies in battle here
5. King Josiah fought against Pharaoh Neco

5. The battle results are recorded in 19:11-21. 
6. This is really no contest!

G.  Bowl 7 -- The Earth utterly Shaken 
1. Rome - the great city / Babylon is destroyed. 
2. Hailstones rain down in punishment. 
3. All of Satan’s operation was effected.  
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IV.  Application

! A. Gal. 6:7 - This text illustrates the point that we reap what we 
! ! sow.  
! ! Good choices result in good consequences. - ch. 15
! ! Bad choices result in bad consequences - ch. 16
! ! ! Sadly bad choices can make us callous and hard hearted. 

B.  God is the sovereign reigning Lord who judges nations and 
individuals.

A. God will judge our world.
B. “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of 

God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 
Lord.””  (Romans 12:19 ESV)

C. Discussion of praising God for His wrath and desiring His vengeance to 
be meted out on our enemies. 

A. A common theme in the Psalms
A. Psalm 35, 74, 79, 137

B. What does the wrath of God give victimized godly people?
C. How has our present culture neglected the truth about the wrath 

of God? 
D. How do we balance this teaching with the other NT teachings of 

love for enemies and forgiveness?

D. Justice and fair treatment must be preached as Christian virtues as 
well as love. 

A. There are consequences for not being just and right.  You 
can’t be treating people wrongly without facing 
consequences.  In 2 Samuel 12, Nathan’s parable is 
primarily about justice and fairness.  It is more about fairness 
than adultery.  It is about abusing the defenseless.  Church 
needs a proclamation and message of God’s commitment to 
justice and fairness so it can be a beacon to that issue in 
society.  God is greatly concerned with how we treat others.  
These bowls of wrath are just.  It is right to make them drink 
blood.

B. See Blogpost - Was Jesus Fair?  (next page)

Revelation - Class Notes! WKBS

96



Was Jesus Fair?  --- Bonus Material
by Josh Ketchum

 In America it seems we esteem the ideal of fairness.  We can be quick to claim 
we are not being treated fairly.  Church leaders are expected to treat everyone fairly, or 
they suffer criticism.
 Yet, we should ask the question, “Do we define fairness the same way God 
does?”

In fact, it might be better to ask, “Was Jesus fair?”

 Was he fair to the rich young ruler (Mat. 19:16-30) and the thief on the cross 
(Luke23:39-43)?  Was he fair to the other sick and suffering around the pool of 
Bethesda when he apparently walked through the crowd of “blind, lame, and paralyzed” 
to get to the 38 year old invalid whom he healed (John 5:2-9)?  Was he fair to the many 
other disciples when he selected 12 apostles?  What about to the other 9 when he often 
gave special time to the inner circle of Peter, James, and John?  Some have suggested 
that Jesus was fair when he fed the multitude in that all got fed and had enough.  But in 
a discussion of this one brother, who has obviously been around church meals too 
much, opined, but what if you didn’t like fish!

 The point is that Jesus was not fair as we typically define fairness in our 
American culture. So, if Jesus wasn’t fair, as we typically think of fairness, then 
what was He?

 I studied the words in the Bible which are used to translate “justice.”  Both in the 
OT and NT these concepts are tied together.  There are basically two components of 
this idea of justice and fairness in the Bible:

A.  One carries a legal side and involves the idea of judgment and doing what is 
proper and fitting.  It has to do with conduct towards others and their rights (See 
footnote).

B.  The other term sometimes rendered “justice” carries the meaning of righteousness, 
upright, or acceptable to God (see footnote).  A key passage is Amos 5:24 where both 
hebrew terms are used, “But let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.”

So if Jesus wasn’t fair, then what was he?

Jesus operated on the principles of grace and truth (John 1:17).  He sought to treat 
people with grace and mercy, yet also he spoke and demanded obedience to truth.  He 
often did for one or a small group what he couldn’t or chose not to do for all because it 
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met his purpose.  To put his actions in terms of what we learned above, Jesus acted 
justly and uprightly toward every person.

What does this mean for our actions?

 You are going to fail at treating everyone fairly as the world says you should.  
Teachers, coaches, preachers, elders, and parents should desire to follow the golden 
rule and treat others fairly, but we will fail, if it means giving to all equal and the same 
treatment.
 But a Christian committed to justice and righteousness will seek through 
prayer and wisdom to treat everyone just and right.  There is a difference.  In our 
conscience before God we have to be comfortable with how we have treated others.
This means the objection that says, “if we can’t do it for all, then we can’t do it for 
one” doesn’t hold water.  But rather, we often should do for one what we would 
like to do for all.  
 Let me challenge you to consider this truth when your feelings are hurt 
because you felt you were treated unfairly.  Realize there could be much more to the 
story than you realize.  Ask yourself, “Is the person trying to do what is right and just?”  
If they are, give them respect and grace.  I guarantee you that you will be in similar 
situations and you will need others to understand your actions as well.
There is much more to this topic.  What can you add?
————————–
Notes:
1) Much of the thoughts for this post came from Andy Stanley’s new book Deep and 
Wide and also from comments of his on his Leadership Podcasts in various episodes.
2)  Some of the thoughts were taken from our men’s class which discussed this topic.
3)  Here is the further verse references:

a. HB (mishpat) GR (krisis) – Judgment, attribute of judgment, what is proper 
or fitting.  It has to do with conduct towards others and their rights.  See – 
Gen. 18:25, Ex. 23:6, Deut. 10:18, 16:19, 32:4, 2 Sam. 8:15,  Matt. 23:23, 
Luke 11:42

b. HB (tzedeq), GR (dikaiosune) – righteousness, upright, acceptable to 
God.  See – Lev. 19:36, Deut. 16:20, 33:21, Mat. 5:6, 20, 6:33; Acts 10:35, 
Heb. 11:33
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7 Beatitudes of Revelation -- Bonus Material

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”
(Revelation 1:3)

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may 
rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!””
(Revelation 14:13)

“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping 
his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”
(Revelation 16:15)

“And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of 
God.””
(Revelation 19:9)

“Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the 
second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and 
they will reign with him for a thousand years.”
(Revelation 20:6)

““And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the 
prophecy of this book.””
(Revelation 22:7)

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the 
tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.”
(Revelation 22:14)

[Adam Faughn has a book called Blessing from Revelation:  A Study of the Beatitudes of 
Revelation that came from a sermon series he preached from these seven.  Find it on Amazon 

for $5.40 or at http://www.2415publications.com]
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