
Baptized into Jesus (2013 version)
(Taught Wrong, Baptized Right?)

Baptism – 
 Controversial and debated topic in the religious world
 Takes various forms and applications throughout Christianity
 
 Notice a few of the various forms of baptism practiced
  Infant baptism
  Sprinkling administered as baptism as a religious rite
  Baptism is allowed after a person is accepted by vote
  Baptism as an outward symbol of an inward grace / salvation
   Baptized to represent the death / burial / resurrection that 
    Jesus had brought within their live
   It is not considered essential for salvation, but just 
   demonstrates that salvation that has already occurred.
  Adult immersion for the forgiveness of sins
  Arguments over baptism in Jesus Name only or the Father, Son, 
   and Holy Spirit.

 Are all of these different forms of baptism acceptable to God and 
 Jesus who clearly commanded baptism (Mark 16:16)?
 
 What about RE-baptism?
  What if I was baptized into another church for different reasons?
  What if I was really young?
  What if I did it for others reasons.  

 How close does ones baptism need to be to be acceptable to God?

The Bible is to be our guide and standard.  So let’s go to the Bible and find out 
what it would teach us about baptism.

I.  Acts 18 and 19

 A.  Apollos – Acts 18:25-26
  Teaching incorrectly the purpose of baptism needs to be 
    corrected, it is a serious matter.



   Knowledge taught before baptism is very important. 

 B.  12 Disciples of John – Acts 19:1-5
  Key question is in v. 3 – “Into what then were you baptized?”
  Their answer – “into John’s baptism”
  Paul understood baptism to be the point where you were 
   united with something, it should be Jesus to be proper.
  v. 5 – Paul taught them to be baptized in the name of the Lord 
   Jesus.  They were now baptized into Christ. 

 C.  Notice several observations from this passage about baptism

  1.  One can think he or she was baptized properly and actually 
   not be in the sight of God.
 
  2.  What one knows before baptism makes a difference in the 
       rightness or wrongness of his baptism.
   It does matter what one knows and believes before 
   and at the point of his baptism.  One must know 
   certain things and these things must be correct! 
   You are NOT taught wrong and baptized right!

  3.  We see a principle here that we will notice throughout 
        scripture, that is that one must believe in Jesus and be 
         baptized into Jesus.

  4.  Their baptism was lacking b/c it was not in the name of 
        Jesus, by His authority or into Jesus.   Therefore, it was 
        invalid.  

II.  Biblical Baptism involves five elements
  
 A.  Proper Mode - Immersion

  1.  The word baptizo – BAPTISM, BAPTIST, BAPTIZE
"baptism," consisting of the processes of immersion, submersion and 
 emergence (from bapto, "to dip"),
  Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, 



baptizo (bap-tid'-zo); to immerse, submerge; to make overwhelmed (i.e. fully 
wet);  Strong’s Dictionary

1. properly, to dip repeatedly, to immerge, submerge
Thayer’s Greek Dictionary

  2.  The Bible describes baptism as a burial
   Rom. 6:3, Col. 2:12
  3.  Acts 8:38-39 – Phillip and the Eunuch went down into and 
    came out of the water.

  4.  The concepts of sprinkling or pouring are foreign to the idea 
   of NT baptism.  They were not added to Christian thought 
   and practice till centuries later. 

 B.  Proper Authority – in the name of Christ (Father, Son, Holy 
   Spirit)  
  1.  Acts 19:3, 5,  Mat. 28:19-20
  2.  We are doing it by the Authority of Christ.  It is in His name.  
       It is not a baptism into a church, a cult, or to John.  It is into 
       Christ.  The blessings and promises are being bestowed by 
       His authority. It is not the person or organization doing the 
       baptizing giving the blessings and acknowledging the 
       promises, it is God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

 C.  Proper Purpose – for the remission of sins 
  1.  Biblical baptism involved the remission / forgiveness of 
       sins for the one who was being baptized.  They believed 
       that at the act of baptism God was giving them salvation!  
       They were changed from lost to saved.  From sinner to saint
    2.  Acts 2:37-38
   baptism was for remission of sins to add to them to body 
   of Christ.  They were becoming Christians
  3.  Paul – Acts 9, 22:16
  4.  Cornelius and his household – Acts 11:13-14, Acts 10:47-48
        to forbid baptism would have been to withstand God – 11:17
  5.  Philippian Jailer – Acts 16:30-34 
   Baptism was a part of his answer to the question “what 
      must I do to be saved?”
  6.  Romans 6:1-7 



   Paul in wanting to teach them they cannot live in sin, 
   takes them back to their baptism.  Why?  b/c they was the  
   point when they died to sin. 
  7.  Gal. 3:26-27
   add to the body of Christ

  8.  I Peter 3:21 – baptism now saves us
   
  9.  Many are baptized by the proper mode (immersion) in the 
       proper authority (Jesus), but are taught they are saved before 
       baptism.  The teaching can take various forms.
   Sinners prayer 
   Vote for acceptance by the church after a confession of 
   faith in Jesus is made – then baptized to symbolize 
   the inward grace God has worked and to join that 
   church or denomination.
   Years go by and you may not realize why you were bapt. 
  
   Call the church, ask the person who baptized you.
   Study that church’s teaching or doctrine. 
  

10.  Mark 16:16 
   believes and is baptized - saved. 
    makes a difference the order
    
   baptized - believes - saved   - (infant baptism)
   believes - saved - baptized   - (sinners prayer)
   saved - believes - baptized   - (Predestination)
 
   chews - swallows - filled 
   swallows - chews - filled
   filled - chews - swallows 

 D.  The Proper Subject – A Penitent Believer

    1.  Biblical candidates for baptism had to believe that Jesus was 
       the son of God.  Acts 8:37
  2.  They had to repent and change.  They had to have a godly 
        sorrow that produced repentance in their lives.  



    Realization that they are beginning a new life.  Burying 
    the old and raising to a new.  Rom. 6:3-5
   
  3.  Acts 2:38
  4.  Sometimes someone may be baptized b/c
   friends are doing it, pressure from a spouse or parents
   as an infant – infants / young children are incapable of 
    repenting and having true faith.

  5.  Change of commitment and loyalty - change in focus.  

E.  Proper Result - a Christian - a member of the Lord’s Church 
1. Acts 2:47
2. 1 Cor. 12:12-13
3. You become a Christian.  A member of the universal body of 

Christ.  

III.  Tying this all together

 A.  It is not possible to be taught wrong, and baptized right (i.e. in a 
       scriptural way).  If we want the promises given in the Bible to 
       those who are baptized we must understand and practice it in the 
       same manner.  We do not want to give anyone hope of salvation, 
       where God has not promised it (Mark 16:16). 
 
 B.  Early converts were taught:
  They were sinners
  Christ died for them and rose the third day
  Their were some things for them to do to be saved
   These things included:   
    Belief, confession, repentance, baptism
  They were saved at baptism by the Lord who added them to His 
    church and family.
 

C.  We are responsible for our knowledge now. 
1.  If we have learned we must obey.  
2. We will stand before judgment.  



3. Don’t let pride, family, tradition, stand in the way of you 
obeying.  It is you and Jesus.  You know what he is saying to 
you, then do it. 

 D. But what about those who are baptized wrong.  Who have been lead 
     astray on baptism and believe differently. 
      1.  God’s final judgment is God’s territory. He will judge righteously. 
         I hope his grace covers many who were baptized improperly. 
      2.  I can’t preach and teach what I hope God will do.  You must not 
  obey what you hope God will do.   Why leave that to risk and 
  chance.  Especially on a simple issue that is clear like this one.  

 D.  NT / Bible Baptism had five clear elements
  Proper Mode – Immersion
  Proper Authority – Name of Jesus (Father, Son, Holy Spirit)
  Proper Purpose – for forgiveness of sins / for salvation
  Proper Subject – a penitent believer
  Proper Result - a Christian
 
 E.  If your baptism do not possess all five qualities.  We have a   
        biblical example of 12 men being “re-baptized” – actually they 
        were just baptized into Jesus. 
  
  You cannot expect to have the same benefits and promises 
   given to NT baptism.  
  Re-baptism is both appropriate and necessary to assure that our 
       sins have been washed away by the blood of Jesus and we 
       have been added to His body the church.

 


