
The Heavenly Throne Room
Revelation 4-5

“In the rest of the New Testament truth is imparted to the mind, but in 
Revelation it is communicated to the eye.”  (Hailey - p. 164).  

I.  Main themes of these two chapters:

! Sovereignty of God -- He is own His Throne 
! The Redemptive Work of Christ -- the Lamb of God Revealed
! Worship and Praise of the Church

II.  Introductory thoughts:
A. We don’t realize how close to the spiritual world we live.  As one 

preacher put it the only thing that separates us from God is a “thin 
membrane.”  Scuba mask illustration - 1/2 above  and 1/2  below - 
access to below and above.

B. Illustration of Whales that go deep but must surface for air.  Christians 
live in the world (deep ocean), but must come up in worship to get 
strength and perspective.  

C. Rev. 4-5 allows us access to the heavenly region.  It shows us where 
our songs end.  

D. One of the chief purposes of the book is to help Christians see how 
heaven views the world.  It wants to give us a view of the true reality.    
“These chapters. do not merely show us heaven, but the entire 
universe from the aspect of heaven.”   

E. Psalm 99:1-5

III.  Once you get a glimpse of this heavenly vision, it will leave you changed! 
 
 Isaiah and Ezekiel (ch. 1 and 10) record similar throne room scenes. 
  Isaiah 6 - This vision is what changed Isaiah.
 Acts 7:55-60 - Stephen’s vision of heaven
 Paul - 2 Cor. 12:1-6

 This is a vision.  It is meant to be seen, not heard!  Your ears turn this into 
 pictures.  

IV.  Let’s See John’s Vision!  - Looking at the Text
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Chap. 4:

v. 1-3

 Throne - used 47 times in the book - 17 times in ch. 4 & 5.  
  Unmistakeable reference to God’s power and might. 
  Kings have thrones, but God sits on the ultimate throne.
   (not used in Rev. 9, 10, 15, 17, 18).  
   Twice used to refer to false centers of authority 
    Rev. 2:13 (Satan’s throne), 16:10 (Beast’s throne)
  The Throne of God is the supreme revelation of Scripture.  You 
  either choose to find peace from it or rebel against it. 

 Both of these stones are found on the breastplate of the High Priest (Ex. 
  28) and the foundation of the new Jerusalem - Rev. 21

 Jasper - crystal clear (21:11) like our diamond and may symbolize the 
  holiness and righteousness of God. 
 Carnelian - or Sardius (fiery red color) symbolizes the judgement of God 
  and His wrath.
 Rainbow - emerald color - symbolizes His mercy and promises
  Noah - promise of the Rainbow - mercy, promise.
  God has the power to fulfill His promises. 

v. 4-6

 24 elders - 
  12 Sons of Israel (tribes) 
  12 Apostles 
  Completeness of God’s people

 Clothed in white garments - purity, cleansed from sins
 
 Golden crowns indicate victory.  
  crowns were given during this time to:
   released slaves, winning athletes, prestigious soldiers, 
   emperors
  crown of victory, honor, wealth, and prestige. 

 Lightnings and thunderings, seven torches - power, judgement, might
 
 Seven Spirits of God - Holy Spirit 
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 Sea of Glass 
  a. reflective pool - adds to the glorious image
      reflects these incredible scenes. Awesomeness.

b. Some see it as a symbol of peace and power.  In the Jewish 
mindset the sea was dark, mysterious, and dangerous.  They 
were not a seafaring people.  

c. Some see it as a reference to the mass of humanity, as it is used 
later in Revelation (17:1, 15;  Isaiah 60:5).  

d. Maybe even a possible reference to baptism and the cleansing of 
sins through water.  

 God is Spirit - no attempt to describe what God looks like.  He is spirit. 

v. 6b - 8 - Four Living Creatures

 These creatures have all seeing eyes as well.  
 

Lion - most powerful - wild animals  OR  Noblest, Bravest
Ox - most powerful - domestic   OR Strongest
man - most powerful - all animals  OR  Wisest
Eagle - most powerful - flying animals  OR Swiftest

 They represent all of creation.  God is the creator and sustainer of life. 
 
 All aspects of creation are centered in God. 
 
 Isaiah referred to creatures as Seraphim
 Ezekiel as Cherubim
  Angelic Creatures. 

v. 9-11 

 These creatures along with elders offer praise and worship to God.
 
 Nothing seems to be rushed in heaven.  It is never threatened by a clock.  
  Can we offer unhurried worship?

 “Casting the crowns” -  What a General or King would do in defeat. Forced 
  to cast their crown before the feet of the other leader.  What the 
  kings were forced to do, the elders do willingly to the Lord.

  They are acknowledging that God is the source of their salvation and 
  victory. 
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 God is described as creator and sustainer.  He is in charge and awesome.

ch. 5 - 
 
v. 1-4 
 Scroll - typically only written on one side.  
  This one was writing on both sides - complete 
  7 seals - how they sealed their wills - God’s will
  His will is that everyone will come to know the love of the lamb.
 No one was able to open the scroll
  no one in heaven (no angels) 
  no one on earth (no humans)
  No one under the earth (not departed saints - Moses, Elijah, Paul, 
   etc)
 
 John began to weep loudly and much.
  He feared not being shown things which must take place.  He feared 
  not being able to know and reveal God’s will.

 John’s weeping is the emotional pivot in the act of worship.  What about 
 me?  What about this world in which I live?  
 
“It is not enough to see the glorious throne, hear the wondrous songs, and realize 
the vast inclusions.  If I do not discover that they include me, I will not praise but 
weep.  If I cannot see myself among those who throw their crowns in reckless joy, 
shouting, I can only hang my head and weep”  (Peterson p. 65). 

v. 5

 Jesus is introduced as being worthy and able to open. 
  He is the Lion of the tribe of Judah

v. 6 - 10

 John probably expected to see a strong and powerful lion, like every other 
 image he has seen thus far.  Everything has been awesome and powerful.

 But Jesus is pictured as a Lamb.  
  Slain - “to slay, to slaughter, refers to a violent death”
  Yet, He is alive. 

Revelation - Class Notes! WKBS

40



 7 Horns - indicates Power and Authority

 7 Eyes - filled with the Holy Spirit

 Because he is able to know and reveal the scroll - He is able to carry out 
 it’s message and reveal it, the creatures and elders fall down in worship to 
 Him
       Both items not a part of NT worship, but used here to stand for praise 
       and prayer. 
  Harps - Praise
  Incense - Prayer 

 Our songs and our prayers end at this throne. 
  Taken by the Lamb to the Father.  
  Our Mediator!
   He can understand and empathize - Heb. 4:14-16
 The work of Christ, His redeeming Blood, has given us a kingdom and 
 made us priests (access to God, to this throne room).
  People from all tongues, tribes, and nations.
  The result of the work of the Lamb is the Church
   2 Cor. 5:19-21

v. 11-14

 Then the innumerable hosts of heaven join in the heavenly chorus singing 
 the song.  

 Then all of creation joins in on the song.  

 Notice the building chorus till it’s final crescendo.
  4:8-11 - Elders and 4 living creatures sing the song
  5:8-10 - Elders and 4 living creatures
  5:11-13 - Angels join in on the praise and song
  5:14  - all of creation in heaven and earth join on the praise
   We need to listen and see the world praising God.
   There is no such thing as a “small church”   
     or even a “personal worship service”
   Heavenly chorus joins in, all nature joins in, living creatures. 

 v. 13 is a key summary of the message of these chapters. 

The term “amen.”  Is a carry over from the Hebrew language.  “Originally meant 
“to be firm.”  It came to be used as an adverb by which something is asserted or 
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confirmed.  It is sometimes used as a superlative (amen, amen, or truly, truly).  It 
was a custom that passed from the synagogues to Christian assemblies, that 
when he who had read or discoursed had offered up a solemn prayer to God, the 
others in attendance responded “amen” and thus made the substance of what 
was uttered their own” (Thayer - Greek Dictionary).

IV.  Some final observations from this Vision

The Main Themes:
 A.  God is Sovereign - He is the Ultimate Ruler of this World
  You can handle the problems and suffering of the below world, 
  because you know who is ultimately in charge. 

 B.  Jesus works in this world through “Lamb-Power”
  Jesus gained his victory not through power, but through sacrifice and 
   love. 
  So we are called to conquer not through power, but through 
   love and humility.  We overcome and gain the victory through 
   faith, not through might.  We fight the persecutors with the 
   Word, prayer, and our testimony, not through rebellion. 
   We win through Lamb-power!
   We die to self and live to Him. 

 C.  Worship
  Worship has the purpose of centering our lives with a purpose, 
  meaning, and anchor. 

“Failure to worship consigns us to a life of spasms and jerks, at the 
mercy of every advertisement, every seduction, every siren.  Without 
worship we live manipulated and manipulating lives.  We move in 
either a frightened panic or a deluded lethargy as we are, in turn, 
alarmed by spectres and soothed by placebos.  If there is no center, 
there is no circumference.  People who do not worship are swept 
into a vast restlessness, epidemic in the world, with no steady 
direction and no sustaining purpose.” (Eugene Peterson - p. 60)

  
  This vision is about finding our center in the chaos of this world. 
 
  Worship changes us, so we can change the world! 

  In this worship scene described here you have two key acts of 
  worship.
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   1.  Singing  - Praise
    There is tremendous power in Song!!
     Sing enthusiastically
     Sing with passion and energy. 
     Sing with meaning.
     Think of how many songs find their inspiration in 
     Revelation. Do a song service based on 
     Revelation.  Read the scripture and then sing the 
     song. 

   2.  Preaching 
    “It is to be expected that in the act of worship a scroll 
    will appear” (Peterson p. 64).
    Proclamation of Jesus - Rev. 5:5 (Luke 4:16-21, Acts 
     8:30-31).
    
“It is not enough to see the glorious throne, hear the wondrous songs, and realize 
the vast inclusions.  If I do not discover that they include me, I will not praise but 
weep.  If I cannot see myself among those who throw their crowns in reckless joy, 
shouting, I can only hang my head and weep”  (Peterson p. 65).

Isaiah 6:1, 6-8
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