
Seals and Trumpets
Chapters 6 - 9

I.  Understanding Recapitulation
A. Theme (message)  vs. Time (Chronology)
B. Message vs. Detail
C. Concept is sharing the message from different angles or in 

Revelation visions. 
1. Like a football highlight or replay challenge
2. Like “Chinese boxes” or “Russian children toys”
3. In the book of Revelation 7 seals  - to Seven Trumpets - to Seven 

Bowls of Wrath
D. See Cloud - p. 14-16
E. The Bible does this in various places

1. Genesis 1and 2
2. Daniel 2 and 7
3. Gospel authors (Synoptics especially)

II. We are living in the last days. 
A. No other days following these.  The next great historic act will be the 

coming of Christ and the ending of this world. 
1. Hebrews 1
2. Acts 2:17
3. Paul and Peter’s teachings 

III. We must approach this with humility and be careful about being overly 
dogmatic.  It seams the more specific we are the more we open up 
ourselves to missing John’s original intention. 
A. It seems that these are some of the more difficult chapters in the 

book. 
B. We also must remember they are written to the 7 churches who are 

suffering.  Their is a greater meaning and message, than trying to 
foretell when the world will end. 

IV. Overview of these chapters:
A. Ch. 6 - Seals - The perspective is from a believer focus and deals 

with the problems and sufferings that God is allowing upon this world 
because of man’s sins. It asks two important questions:  1) “How long 
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before you will judge and avenge our blood on the earth.” 6:10. 2) 
“Who can stand?” 6:17

B. Ch. 7 - Sealing of Israel Interlude - This interlude is an answer to the 
question and issues presented in ch. 6.  It portrays the Israel of God 
(the church) as sealed, protected and known by God.  It portrays the 
redeemed who have come out of the tribulation as rejoicing in their 
salvation and free from the pain and suffering of this world.

C. Ch. 8- 9 - The Blowing of the Trumpets.  The seventh seal leads to 
the blowing of 7 trumpets.  These are from the perspective of the 
unbeliever and focus on God’s wrath poured out partially upon the 
world.  The purpose is to warn and bring repentance. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Opening of the Seals - Ch. 6

Psalm 74:9-11

God is being honest with Christians.  There is going to be tough times. 
! not the health and wealth gospel

The revealing of the seals:
! The four horsemen are acting on behalf of God.  In one sense it may 
! be said that God allows these or that he has turned man over to 
! these sufferings because of sin (Rom. 1).

! These four horsemen are a picture of the world in rebellion to Christ.  
! This is the type of world we have created.  This is the world that 
! Rome had created in their lust for empire and greed.  

! Yet, God is still in control.  Christians get caught in the crossfire.  

Possibly Leviticus 26 is in the background of this text. 
The horses imagery comes from Zechariah 1:8-10, 6:1-7

I.  1st Seal - White Horse
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A.  Though I struggle with the identification of this first symbol, I feel 
like it points to military conquest.   For them Roman military 
conquest or war.  It represents the conquering of the Roman 
armies and their success.

! B.  It is possible that Jesus is being referred to here. The Lord is 
!      described in similar fashion in ch. 19. The Lord certainly has the 
!      power to conquer and conquers through the gospel. 

! C.  I believe the context of ch. 4-7 better lend to the idea that the 
!       white horse is symbolizing military conflict and suffering. 

D. Many differences in Riders of white horse 
! ! 6:2 - One crown, victory crown, has a bow, followed by 3 
! ! ! horsemen, not named, Clothing not mentioned, 
! ! ! conquering
! ! 19:11-16 - Many crowns, ruling crown, has a sword, followed by 
! ! ! a heavenly army, named, robe was dipped in blood, 
! ! ! dispensing justice  (Roper p. 246)
! E.  It seems to me that it should be identified along with the other 
!      horses, rather than Christ. 

! F.  War is evil and horrible.  It is typically about achieving mastery and 
!      gaining glory. 

II.  2nd Seal -- Red Horse

! A.  This horse was “bright red”  This rider takes peace from the earth. 
! ! People kill one another.   He had a great sword. 

! B.  This sword was a long dagger - that obviously refers to conflict 
!      (Mat. 10:34-35)
!
! C.  This horse represents war, bloodshed, killing, persecution. 
! ! conflict and turmoil on the earth.
! !
! D.  This horse has ridden and continues to ride across our world. 
! !
! ! Roman Empire
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! ! Stalin - killed conservatively 20 million maybe 60 million
! ! Hitler and the Nazi’s 17 mil - 20 million (6 mil. Jews)
! ! People's Republic of China, Mao Zedong's regime 
	
 	
 	
 	
 (1949-1975): 40 000 000
! ! We could continue to list many other tragedies and world 
! ! leaders that rode this horse. 

! E.  The horse continues to ride today.
! ! Abortion, murders, genocides, etc. 
! ! lack of peace - radical islam, conflict in the middle east.

F.  The book of revelation is telling us this is our world, but there will 
be a day when those who love power will be defeated by the power 
of love. 

III.  Third Seal - Black Horse 

! A.  This horse represents famine and economic persecution that was 
!      coming onto Christians.  This is also connected with the despair 
!      that accompanies war.   

! ! Famine is nature out of balance - the necessities are scarce, but the 
! ! luxuries are abundant.  Greed often causes it.  
! ! It is the condition in which we have most of what we don’t need and 
! ! almost nothing of what we do need. 
! !
! B.  The Roman pagan system worked in connection with labor guilds.  
!      To keep your job, shop, occupation, you had to be a part of this.   
!      There were restraints on what you could purchase and do without        
!      being apart of the pagan worship.!

! C.  Acts 11:27-30 -- Agabus had prophesied a famine.

! D.  The poor suffer the most. 

IV.  Fourth Seal - Pale Horse
!
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! A.   Death with Hades following as it always follows death.  This 
!       horse kills with famine, disease, and wild beasts. 

! B.  In the OT the term “pale” was used as a symbol of those who died 
!       b/c of persecution  (Jer. 30:1-6)  Death was coming!!  Heb. 9:27

! ! The real enemy in Rev. is Death! 

V.  Fifth Seal - the Souls Under the Altar  (6:9-11)

! A.  An altar of course is an OT symbol for where blood sacrifices were 
!      made for atonement.  The Altar also played an important role in 
!      the legal system and in justice.   Rather than the sacrificial !  
!      element, this may be the symbol’s focus here.  The altar was a 
!      place of refuge and safety.  

! B.  These martyr’s cry out “how long oh Lord, until You judge”
! ! 1.  They were asking the question that persecuted members of 
! !       the early church were asking.
! ! 2.  This is the question that we often ask when we are 
! !      mistreated or suffering greatly.
! ! 3.  Similar to Habakkuk and Jesus on the cross. 

! C.  These were given a white robe - a symbol of victory and purity. 
! ! This is a key question that is being asked throughout the book 
! ! that get’s answered at the end!

! D.  God’s answer
! ! Trust me:  You cannot understand.
! ! Trust me:  I am concerned about you
! ! Trust me:  It will be all right.    (Roper, p. 260-62)

VI.  Sixth Seal - A series of Catastrophes!

! A.  This series of symbols draws heavily on the OT imagery. 
! ! Isaiah had used this with ancient Babylon - Is. 13:10, 13
! ! Joel 2:31  (future judgement against Jerusalem
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! ! Jesus in Mat. 24:29) 

“The passage uses a combination of terms from the OT, as well as Jewish literature 
from between the testaments.  John piled together every terrifying thing that people of 
his day could imagine in order to picture the terror that awaited those who opposed 
God.  It is not necessary to take the scene literally, but we must take it 
seriously.”  (Roper, p. 267)

B.  Rome will come to an end.  The great empires that love power     
               and oppression will fall.  They will come under the judgment of 
!      God.

! C.  Rulers were represented by stars in the OT
! ! Num. 24:17, Isa. 14:12, Dan. 8:10
  
! D.  V. 14 -- Isa. 34:4;  Zeph. 1:2,  Isaiah 13
! E.  v. 16-  Hos. 10:8, Is. 2:19,  Luke 23:30

! There would be terror experienced by those who terrorized. 

F.  Judgment is to be a reality, both in time and at the end of time.
G.  Likely the final end of time judgement is the idea.  
! 7 geological movements of earth
! 7 types of people 
! Complete judgement 
H.   This is brought on by the wrath of the lamb-- v. 16-17

Who is Able to Stand?

So the reader, specifically the seven churches, the faithful saints         
 have a question. 
  Ch. 6:17 – “who is able to stand?”   Nahum 1:6, Mal. 3:2
  
  1.  Are the saints / Christians able to stand?
  2.  What happens to those slain for Christ?
   ch. 6:9-11
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  Chap. 7 answers this question of who is able to stand!
   It continues to answer our question today, of who is able 
    to stand!

Chapter 7:  The Sealing of Israel

I.  The Two Visions
 Two visions are given.  It seems to answer the two above questions.
  The answers are:
  1.  The saints on earth are sealed unto God for his protection.
   v. 1-8
  2.  Those who have died are before his throne in praise, in a 
         place of rest and beauty. 
   v. 9-17
 God is assuring his suffering saints that He is mindful of each one.  He 
 knows them, whether living on earth or having died in faith!

 A.  The Sealed of Israel v. 1-8
  1.  The judgment is held off for the sealing 
   v. 1 – John pronounces that there was a restraining upon 
              the release of this judgment. 
     v. 2-3 – An angel tells the other angels not to harm the 
     earth till the servants of God are sealed. 
    With the title of God on their forehead. 

  2.  What is the meaning / symbolism of this sealing:
   a.  Commentary by Hailey – p. 202 – it’s usage in the 
     Bible
    2 Tim. 2:19 – key passage  
   b.  Seal involves three ideas:
    i.  protects against tampering (tomb of Jesus)
    ii. Marks Ownership (Song 8:6)
    iii.  Certifies approval  
    
   c.  For the Christian we are sealed
    i.  by the Father – His protection
    ii.  by the son – His blood – bought us – He owns us
    iii. by the Spirit – Certifies we are God’s 
     adopted into the Family – Eph. 1:3, Rom. 8:16
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  3.  Similar incident in Ezek. 9:1-8 

  4.  The Number 144,000 – v. 4-8
   a.  Obviously symbolic  - 12 x 12 x 1000
    i.  in the midst of symbolism
    ii.  The 10 Northern tribes were by this time non-existent 
          in reality. 
   b.  Twelve a religious number (12 tribes, Apostles, etc.)
    multiplied by itself then by one thousand indicates 
     fullness, completeness, 
   c.  What is Israel referring to?
    i.  Not fleshly Israel
    ii.  But spiritual Israel – The church
     Rom. 2:28f, 9:6, Gal. 6:15f
  
  5.  These 144,000 represent the faithful church on earth.  All 
        Christians at any time on earth who are God’s servants. 
   They have the seal of God upon them.  They are different. 
   They are called out. They are protected
  
  6.  This sealing does not mean that these saints on earth will not 
       experience trials, problems, yeah, even persecution. 
   Jesus taught Christians will have persecutions – John 16:33
   Paul taught it in Acts 14:22, 2 Tim. 3:12
   
   The idea is that Christians on earth, though they may suffer 
   by the world b/c they are saints, they are protected from 
    the judgment of God!
   
   They will ultimately win.  They will not be destroyed, 
    though they may suffer wrong now. 
  
   This point is emphasized even stronger with the 2nd vision

 B.  The Multitude Redeemed from the Great Tribulation – v. 9-17

  1.  In this second vision, John answers the question about those 
        who have departed from this earth.  But also, it answers the 
         questions we have about life after death. 
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  2.  v. 9-12 – The great multitude 
   joyous, festive scene 
   The idea is these folks had come through a conflict and 
     were now victorious. 
   Gospel is open and for all peoples – Heaven is a place for 
    all nations. 
  
   They stand singing and praising God.  

   i.  I take this scene to be a present reality (not the glorified 
    state of heaven after the judgment)
        a.  the faithful saint goes directly into the presence of 
     God
      2 Cor. 5:6,8, Phil. 1:23, 1 Thes. 4:14
        b. this passage here is teaching such.  These judgments 
            and this scene are not end of time, but with-in-time 
              judgments. 
  3.  Who are these folks?  V. 13-15
   a.  v. 14 – who are coming out – (continous verbal 
     participle) – i.e. heaven was being filled with these 
    folks as we speak.
   b.  Notice some characteristics of these:
    a. coming out of the great tribulation (Roman period 
     of persecution – Nero – Constantine (250 yrs)
        b. washed their robes + made white in the blood of 
         the Lamb
     (ie. Forgiven by the blood, washed at baptism)
    c.  Serve God day and night, before his throne
     in his Temple
    d.  God lives with them. 

   c.  These are the ones who come through the tribulation by 
        faith!  They as John taught (2:10) were faithful till 
         death.

   d.  Notice, that God has given a great gift, but these 
         servants had to avail themselves to God’s grace. 
    a.  They had to wash their robes and make them 
           white in the blood of Jesus
    b.  they had to be steadfast and faithful till the end
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  4.  Characteristics of this heavenly bliss – v. 15-17
   a.  beautiful words describing the presence and comfort 
    that God will provide.   Great relief for ones suffering 
    persecution and the effects of the seals in ch. 6.

  5.  Notice one other aspect of this vision.  That is found in v. 9 – 
       this multitude held palm branches in their hands.
   What is this symbolizing?

   a.  OT feast of the tabernacles –

  Lev 23:40-43
40 And you shall take for yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, 
branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; and 
you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 41 You shall keep it as 
a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It shall be a statute forever in your 
generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You shall dwell in 
booths for seven days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that 
your generations may know that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when 
I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.' "

  b.  The feast of Tabernacles had two ideas I want to bring out
   a.  commemorating the wilderness wanderings
     Dwelling in booths for seven days
   b.  Giving to and thanking God for the harvest.
     Festival for the general harvest.  End of the 
      year to celebrate the harvest. 
 
  c.  Two ideas brought to Christians
   a. the Christians had come through their wilderness, desert 
       experience and made it to the promised land!
   b. The Christians are giving thanks and honor to God for 
       the great harvest they have reaped.  They have reaped  what 
    they sowed!

  d.  One more thought that is interesting here:
   a.  in latter times the Jews added another aspect to this 
        feast.  The priests on the last day of the festival would 
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        go down to the fountain with their golden vases and fill 
        them up with water.  Carry the water to the courts of the 
        Temple and say “with joy shall you draw waters out of 
        the wells of Salvation!”
 
   b.  Jesus used similar language in talking of “living water” 
        that gives “everlasting life” – John 4:11-14
  
   c.  Notice our text – Rev. 7:17 

  e.  So this is the church redeemed.  The church in heavenly rest 
        and beauty praising and worshiping God.

III.  Summary Application

 A.  We are under God’s watchful care and protection. 

 B.  Salvation is worth the struggle here on earth.  This is a message of   
       hope, love, and security.  
  Rom. 8:31-39

 C. The Lamb is the reason for our salvation.  Our requirement is faith in 
      the Lamb.   Notice that “Salvation belongs to our God.”  There is ONE 
      way to Salvation.  God’s way!  In heaven they do not sing about the many 
      roads to salvation.  That is who can stand -- those washed in the blood of 
      the Lamb. 

 D.  Christians / Saints are different.  Our job is service to the Lord (here 
       now and in the future in heaven). 

The Trumpet Judgments - ch. 8 - 9 

I.  The Seventh Seal Opened - Ch. 8:1-5

! “Silence in heaven” -  builds intensity and prepares for judgment

! “Prayers of the saints.”  These judgements are happening b/c of the 
! ! prayers of the saints. 
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! ! “much incense” offered with the saints, possibly an allusion to 
! ! the intercessory work of Jesus and the Spirit. 

! ! Our prayers change heaven and earth! 

II. The purpose of the trumpets.
! -Announce victory to God’s people.
! -Warn the world and bring repentance.
     !     --Amos 3:6, Hos. 5:8, Joel 2:1, 15, Ezekiel 33:3-7, Rev. 9:20-21
!
! Ch. 6-7 - Dealt with suffering in the world.  
! Ch. 8-9 - Deals with judgement upon the world within time through 
! and because of sin!  (These are partial, not complete.)
!
! These visions draw upon the 10 plagues against Egypt and OT 
! prophetic language. There is a clear allusion to the nonrepentant 
! Egypt and God’s mighty judgment against them.  This is showing 
! what God did then and what he will do again.  All of this is a response 
! to the requests and prayers of the fifth seal. 

! The first four are physical judgements on earth while the last three 
! are spiritual judgements on earth.
! ! Sin’s effect on the natural world. (1-4)
! ! Sin’s effect on the sinner himself. (5th)
! ! Sin’s effect on others. (6th) 

! These trumpets have been blown down through history.
!
! These judgments are partial in nature demonstrating God’s measure 
! of mercy and long-suffering spirit seeking to give mankind an 
! opportunity to repent. 

See the chart by Roper:
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Additional things to consider:
!
! One must study Joel 2 and the locust hoard in Joel to fully 
! understand ch. 9:1-11

From Class Notes from Oster:

9:7ff is imagery in book of Joel about how to describe the locusts.  Look at Joel 2 and see 
similarities in visions.

Joel       Rev. 9

Dark clouds      dark clouds

Mighty army      mighty army

Consume everything (omnivorous)   consume everything (omnivorous)

Lions teeth      lions teeth

People fleeing      people fleeing

Army like      army like

Sending forth      sending forth
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 Joel would have thought everyone in his day would get it.  John would have felt the same way.  
Joel’s picture of locusts  coming are coming as agent of God to punish.  The root of the 
symbolism and function of creature being used by God in both Joel and Revelation is destructive 
and about punishment.  John’s vision is different from Joel but has its background in Joel.  

The sixth trumpet - 9:13-19 was about the threat of the Parthians who 
Rome feared greatly.  

! v. 20 - 
v. language rooted in OT - Is. 44, Ps. 115:4, etc.  Ps. 106”104, Deut. 26:14

! ! I Cor. 10 
! ! This is typical OT preaching (10 commandments for example and the 
! ! prophets message)

- 1st thing wrong is worship of false gods, 
- 2nd problem is their behavior.    (similar to Paul’s letters)

- There are many parallels with Egypt and the OT story.  Meant to convey this 
message to those enslaved with Rome and its persecution.  

! This is a major problem with our current culture.  We want the good life of 
! Christianity, the self-help, behavior messages of Christianity, but often there is a 
! disconnect with those actions coming from who God is!
! ! We don’t follow the teachings about marriage just to have a great 
! ! marriage, we do it to reflect the holiness of God and oneness of Christ and 
! ! the church. 

Some Application:
•! Sin is terrible and destroys everything it touches. It hurts externally, 
internally, and eternally.  It is the cause of much of the suffering in our 
world.  
•! Sin is an affront to a holy God.  
•! God is merciful and patient with us.  Think of how patient he was with 
these persecutors and godless, pagan empire.  
•! We must repent to receive God’s grace.  
•! Time is short and uncertain.  
!
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