
Revelation 1:1-3 
1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God 

gave Him to show His servants—things which 
must shortly take place. And He sent and 

signified it by His angel to His servant John, 2 
who bore witness to the word of God, and to the 
testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he 
saw. 3 Blessed is he who reads and those who 

hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those 
things which are written in it; for the time is 

near.



UNDERSTANDING 
REVELATION

This study promises a blessing.
Rev. 1:3, 22:6-7, 18-19



Key Ideas to Get Us Started

Apocalypse - “an uncovering, a laying bare, a making 
naked”

John wrote it from the isle of Patmos

Likely the last written book around 94 A.D.

Apocalyptic literature

Symbolic / Prophetic / Drama / Pictures / Conflict



Keys To Understanding
See the beautiful picture from a distance; don’t take a 
magnifying glass.

Two guiding principles:

The book had a meaning when it was written (1:1-3)

The book has to have a meaning now.  (1:3, 2:7, 22:18) 

Main Theme:  Christ and His Saints are Victorious. 

Key Verse - Rev. 17:14

Main purpose is to encourage and strengthen Christians. 



How Do We Interpret 
Revelation?

Four Main Views

Preterist

Futurist

Historical

Symbolic 



Preterist
“must shortly take place” (1:1) ch. 4-19 already fulfilled 
in first century and/or early centuries.   
Focus is on Rome.



Futurists
ch. 4-22 are all yet to be fulfilled. 
Most believe in an earthly millennial reign. 
Problem is what meaning would this have for the first 
readers?



Historical
Sees the book as a “blueprint” for history.  This view 
sees all of western history foretold in ch. 4-20.

Popular amongst protestants until the last few decades.  



Symbolic
This method looks upon the book as representing the 
constant struggle between good and evil, Christ and 
Satan that is ongoing at every age and time period.  



The Combined Approach
Not bound by one entire approach. 

We must reject the “futurist” position because it 
contradicts other Biblical teaching. 

The “historical” approach is very speculative and biased 
toward the Western view of history.  It relies too much 
on past history.  It’s interpretations are constantly 
changing.  

The partial-preterist view and the symbolic view offer 
the best foundation to build upon.  These views help 
keep us focused on my two guiding principles (i.e. the 
book meant something to the first readers and it means  
something to us.)  



Our Plan of  Study

To study it by chapters.  (See the pictures, not the 
details).  Begin with chapters 4-5. (Approx. 17 lessons)

Use the ESV version

To focus on its application to our lives as Christians.   



You Will Learn . . .

The glory, sovereignty, and judgment of God. 

Faith always triumphs over might.  The faithful win!

That you can take comfort and hope.

That history has an onward movement marching 
towards a satisfactory and glorious end.  


