
The Importance of the Church 
Lesson # 4 

 
Have you ever asked, “Is there really a difference between the church in the 
Bible and the churches of today?”  With so many claiming to be a church, 
how does one know which one to attend? 
 
Remember the Bible is our Guide and Authority.   
We simply want to be a part of the church we read about in the Bible. 
 

I. Who Built (or established) the Church? 
 

Mat. 16:18 --- If Jesus built it, then to whom does it belong? 
   How many did He build? 
Col. 1:13-18 – “church” – the term church refers to an assembly               
     It does not refer to a building, but to the people who have      
     obeyed the gospel.  People called out of the world into a 
 relationship with Jesus (1 Pet. 2:9-10) 
  

      Eph 1:22-23, 4:4  - How many churches are there?   
      I Cor. 1:10-13 – Does this verse condemn religious division? 
      John 17:20-23 – What does Jesus think of the current divisions  
   in those who claim to follow Him? 
    
 Why are there so many divisions? 
  People follow personalities, traditions, conventions, and creeds  
  thus our modern world is plagued with sects and denominations. 
   What is a Denomination – It is a doctrinally distinct group 
   of professed Christians, that have denominated (separated) 
   themselves with a distinctive name by which distinguishes 
   their characteristics and doctrines from other   
   denominations.  
   Examples – 
    Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Mormon 
    Assembly of God, Southern Baptist, Disciples of  
    Christ, Universal Church of Christ 
    
II. When did the church began? 
 



  Dan. 2:44  - “and in the days of these kings . . ” – reference to  
   Roman Rule   
  Isaiah 2:2-3 – “In the latter days” – Reference to the last age  
   (Christian age, Heb. 1:1-3)  

Mark 1:14-15, 9:1 
Luke 24:46-49, Acts 1:4-8  - Apostles told to wait in Jerusalem 
 for the Spirit 
Acts 2 – Day of Pentecost – Spirit comes.  The gospel is 
 preached with power.  The conditions for pardon and 
 entrance into the church are given (v. 38).  The church is 
 established.  The church began on the day of Pentecost 
 (Acts 2:47). 
 

III. Who is the head of the church? 
 

Col. 1:18 
Eph. 1:22-23, 5:23-25 

  Christ is the head of the church.  He has all authority (Mat.  
  28:18) our duty is to submit to His rule. 
 
IV. What is the Purpose of the church? 

 
Eph. 3:10 – “wisdom of God might be made known by the church” 
Mt. 28:18-20 – Preach the gospel to all nations 
Acts 2:42-47 – Benevolent aid and love for one another 
Eph. 4:11-16 – Edify and encourage the Christians.  
Put simply the church is the body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-23) on 
earth, it must be about doing His business. 
 

V. What is the Name of the church? 
 
Never a proper or exclusive name given to the church.   
We only find descriptive names.  For example: 
 The body of Christ – I Cor. 12:27, Eph. 1:22-23 
 Churches of Christ – Rom. 16:16 
 Church of the Lord – Acts 20:28 
 Kingdom   - Heb. 12:28 
 Church of the living God – Col. 1:13 
 Flock of God – I Pet. 5:3 
 Family – Eph. 3:15 



We today should use a descriptive name approved by God in His 
word.  Christians should be called simply “Christians” (Acts 
11:26) nothing more, nothing less! 

 
VI. How is the church organized? 

 
There is one universal body – ONLY ONE, that Christ is the Head 
of and built. – Eph. 4:4, Mt. 16:18, etc.  But there are many local  
congregations that meet throughout the world. 
 Rev. 7:4 – “7 churches of Asia” 

 
     No central or national headquarters.  Each local church submits to  

Christ.  – Phil. 3:16 
 
The desire should be to follow the Bible only, and not creeds or 

man-made additions.  Creeds are additions to the Bible. They add to and 
take away from the Bible (Rev. 22:18-19, Deut. 4:2).  The Bible gives us 
all we need (II Tim. 3:16-17, II Pet. 1:3).  The church we want to be a part 
of is built on the “foundation of the apostles and prophets” Eph. 2:19-22. 

 
VII. Who is a part of the church? 

 
Acts 2:38-47, 1 Cor. 12:12-13 – God adds baptized believers to the 
church.  Acts 11:26 – All Christians are a part of the church 
 One is not voted on, nor joins the Lord’s church, but when 
 baptized to have sins washed away one is added to the saved 
 body of Believers by God. 

 
Do you understand the idea of non-denominational Christianity? 
 
Read Heb. 10:24-25 
 
Will you / are you involved in the church of Christ on a relationship level? 
 
Recommended Reading:  Continue with Acts of the Apostles  
 
 


