
Revelation
Fall 2013

Instructor:  Josh Ketchum

About the Instructor:
Josh Ketchum grew up on a row crop farm near Kennett, Missouri.  He 
attended school at Freed-Hardeman.  He graduated in 1998 with a degree 
in Physical Education and History.  He finished a Masters of MInistry in 
2000.  He began preaching in 1997 and started a part-time work in August 
of 1998 with the Roan’s Creek Church of Christ near Clarksburg, 
Tennessee.  Josh married Amanda Carson in 2000.  They are blessed with 
four children; Austin (8), Brooke (6), Landon (4), and Caleb (1).  Amanda 
stays at home and teaches the children home-school.  Josh came to work 
with the Seventh and College church of Christ in 2003.  The church moved 
to their new location and assumed the name Seven Oaks in 2006.  Josh 
completed his Master of Divinity degree in May of 2012.

His personal website and blog is www.JoshKetchum.com.  Sermons are 
available there and class notes and additional readings may be uploaded 
there as well.   They will be on the “classes” page.

Course Description:  This course will introduce the student to the book of 
Revelation discussing interpretative approaches and present application.  
The course will work through the book in a chapter-by-chapter fashion 
seeking to offer an understandable, practical, and inspirational view of the 
text.  

Course Objectives:
• For the student to gain confidence in and see the value of studying and 

teaching from Revelation. 
• For the student to become aquatinted with the style, language, and genre 

of Revelation and the special challenges it provides. 
• For the student to understand the main messages and themes of the 

book of Revelation.
• For the student to understand the teacher’s interpretation and meaning of 

the key visions and symbols of Revelation. 
• For the student to be inspired to greater faith, evangelism, and courage 

through the study of Revelation.
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 Course Requirements:
• Class Attendance

• Please try and be at every class possible. 
• Reading Revelation

• Please read the entire book 3 times (you may listen to it, if you prefer.)
• Listening to Teacher’s Sermons

• The instructor is presently preaching through the 7 churches of Asia.  I 
ask that you listen to these sermons found at www.JoshKetchum.com - 
Audio Resources.

• There may be additional listening assignments or at least suggested.
• Project:  Your choice of the one of the following:

• Write two sermons from Revelation.  Sermons should be at least 3 
pages of an outline which may be double spaced.  A text or topic 
should be explored and developed.  

• Write a 5-8 page double-spaced paper on a given topic selected by 
yourself, but approved by the instructor.

• Read 250 additional pages from a book or books listed in the 
bibliography.  Please discuss with the instructor the book chosen. 

• Tests:
• There will be a midterm take home test given.
• There will be a final test given to be completed following the last class 

and returned to the instructor. 

Evaluation:
It is expected that most students are taking the class on a Pass/fail basis.  
If a numerical grade is needed, the instructor will devise a system.  

Approach:
It is the aim of the teacher to not just teach Revelation, but to teach 
students Revelation.  So he will fight against the temptation to focus on 
how much content is covered.  The aim is to emphasize the main themes, 
interpretative approach, and highlight application and practical lessons.  
Class participation is welcome.  The aim is for us all to learn and discover 
together.  The goal will be to  use the last five minutes of each class for 
class observations and lessons from the text.  It is not the intent of the 
class to focus on all the erroneous views often developed from Revelation.  
In fact, it will not always be possible to explore all of the other possible 
meanings of a passage.  Some, must be dealt with, but the instructor 

Syllabus! West Kentucky Bible School

2

http://www.JoshKetchum.com
http://www.JoshKetchum.com


intends to focus on his approach to the text.  Also, a chief perspective of 
the instructor is to look at the overall vision and scene described and draw 
lessons from it, rather than focusing on all the minutia of a passage.  

Materials:
• Each student will need to get a three ring binder for class notes.
• Notebook Material:

• Revelation:  An Interpretation by Dr. Rodney Cloud - class notes for a 
class at the Hendersonville Church of Christ

• Instructor’s Handouts - The teacher will give out various handouts and 
class notes each week. 

• Notes / Copies from various authors that supplement the class 
discussion and for student reading. 

• See Bibliography for recommended books. 

Schedule:

August 13 -- Syllabus, Introduction and Interpretation

August 20 -- Interpretation and Message,  Chapter 1 - A vision of Jesus

August 27 -- Instructor at Polishing the Pulpit - Video Lecture - 7 Churches 
! ! ! of Asia  (ch. 2 - 3)

Sept. 3       -- Throne room and the 7 Seals - ch. 4 - 7

Sept. 10 ! -- 7 Trumpets and Eating of the Bitter-sweet Book  - ch. 8 -10 

Sept. 17     -- Two Witnesses / The Woman, Child, & Dragon - ch. 11-12

Sept. 24  -- The Sea and Land Beast / The Harvest of the Lamb - ch. 13-14
   
Oct. 1st   -- 7 Bowls of God’s Wrath - ch. 15 - 16

Oct. 8th   -- Fall of Babylon - ch. 17-18

Oct. 15th  -- Two Cities of Revelation, Wedding of the Lamb, ch. 19
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Oct. 22nd -- Defeat of Satan and Final Judgment, Ch. 20

Oct. 29th -- Key Topics of Revelation,  PROJECT DUE

Nov.5th -- The New Heaven and New Earth - ch. 21-22

Bibliography:  (I have not read all of these books.)

Brotherhood books:

Archer, Timothy and Steve Ridgell.  Letters from the Lamb.  Herald of Truth,    
! 2009.

Coffman, James Burton.  Commentary on Revelation.  Firm Foundation.  
! 1979.

Hailey, Homer.  Revelation: An Introduction and Commentary.  Baker 
! Books, 1979.

Hartshorn, Curtis.  The Essence of Revelation.  Mother’s House Pub. 2012.

Hines, John T.  A Commentary on the Book of Revelation.  Gospel 
! Advocate Commentary Series.  1968.

Jackson, Wayne.  Select Studies from the book of Revelation.  Courier 
! Pub. 1995.

North, Stafford.  Unlocking Revelation.  21st Century.  2003.

Roper, David L. Truth for Today Commentary: Revelation (Two Volumes).  
! Resource Pub. 2002.

Shelly, Rubel.  The Lamb and his Enemies.  21st Century, 1983.

West, W.B. Revelation:  Through First-Century Glasses.  Gospel Advocate, 
! 1997
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Winkler, Dan.  The Church at Home with God.  Classbook, 2006.

Woodruff, Lonnie.  Revelation for Christians Today.  1989.

Non-brotherhood Books

Baukham, Richard.  The Theology of Revelation.  Cambridge Univ. Press.  
! 1993.

Caird, G. B.  A Commentary on the Revelation of St. John the Divine.  
! Harper and Row Pub. 1966.

Hendricksen, William.  More than Conquerors:  An Interpretation of the 
! Book of Revelation.  Baker Books.  1940.

Keener, Craig S.  The NIV Application Commentary:  Revelation.  
! Zondervan.  2000.  

McDowell, Edward A.  The Meaning and Message of the Book of 
! Revelation.  Broadman Press. 1951.

Mounce, Robert H.  The Book of Revelation.  The New International 
! Commentary on the NT.  William B. Eerdman’s Pub.  1977

Peterson, Eugene H.  Reversed Thunder:  The Revelation of John and the 
! Praying Imagination.  HarperOne 1988.

Wright, N. T. Revelation for Everyone.  WestMinster John Knox Press.  
! 2011.

See Dr. Cloud’s Bibliography at the end of his notes. 
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