
James 2:22-26 

22 Do you see that faith was working together 
with his works, and by works faith was made 

perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 

accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was 
called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a 
man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 

25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also 
justified by works when she received the 

messengers and sent them out another way? 26 
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 

faith without works is dead also.





Authorship
• James, the Lord’s half-brother

• Mat. 13:55, Mark 6:3, John 7:5

• 1 Cor. 15:7, Acts 1:14,  12:17, 15:13

• Gal. 1:19, 2:9,12;  Acts 21:18

• Popular and respected Jewish church 
leader.  Stoned in 62 a.d. 



Audience
• James 1:1 - “twelve tribes in the dispersion”

• Jewish Christians

• Christians who were struggling with the issues of 
life.  They were exhorted to live out their faith. 

• The world was getting into the church (4:4, 1:27).

• James address them as a preacher to an audience.  
Though he rebukes, he does so with love and 
warmth (term - brothers).



Date

• Early Date - 45 - 50 AD

• Late Date - 58 - 62 AD

• Earlier date is preferred. 



Style

• Proverbs of the New Testament

• Jumps from topic to topic. 



• “You shall not swear” (v. 12).

• “The wages of a hired servant 
shall not remain with you all 
night” (v. 13).

• “You shall not be partial” (v. 15).

• “You shall not go around as a 
slanderer” (v. 16).

• “You shall not take vengeance 
or bear a grudge” (v. 18a).

• “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” (v. 18b).

• “do not swear” (5:12).

• “Behold, the wages of the 
laborers . . . which you kept 
back by fraud” (5:4).

• “My brothers, show no 
partiality” (2:1, 9).

• “Do not speak evil against one 
another” (4:11).

• “Do not grumble against one 
another” (5:9).

• “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself” (2:8).

Lev. 19 James



• Mat. 5:5

• Mat. 5:7

• Mat. 5:9

• Mat. 5:10-12

• Mat. 5:12

• Mat. 5:19

• Mat. 5:22

• Mat. 5:33-37

• Mat. 5:48

• Mat. 6:19

• Mat. 6:24

• Mat. 7:7ff

• Mat. 7:24ff

• 4:10

• 2:13

• 3:18

• 1:2

• 5:10

• 2:10

• 1:20

• 5:12

• 1:4

• 5:2ff

• 4:4

• 1:5

• 1:22

Sermon on the Mount James



Style
• Proverbs of the New Testament

• Jumps from topic to topic. 

• This is how our lives should be.  The Lord’s 
teachings should undergird everything we 
do.  It should flow from our lips naturally 
and shape our decisions. 



• Through Trials 
(2-4)

• In Prayer (5-8)

• By Poverty (9)

• By Wealth (10)

• By Word of God 
(13-17)

Testing of 
Faith 

1:1-18

Characteristics 
of Faith 1:19-5:6 Triumph of Faith 

5:7-20
Characteristics 
of Faith 1:19-5:6
Characteristics 
of Faith 1:19-5:6

• Controlled life (1:19-20)

• Doers of the Word (1:21-27)

• No favoritism (2:1-13)

• Displayed in works (2:14-26)

• Controls the tongue (3:1-12)

• Seeks heavenly wisdom 
(3:13-18)

• Avoids worldliness (4:1-10)

• Does not judge a brother 
(4:11-12)

• Places trust in Lord (4:13-17)

• Avoids materialism (5:1-6)

• Patiently 
endures (7-11)

• Integrity is 
preserved (5:12)

• One depends on 
God (13-18)

• Seeks to win 
souls (19-20)



Simon Kistemaker
• Ch. 1 - Perseverance

• Ch. 2 - Faith

• Ch. 3 - Restraint

• Ch. 4 - Submission

• Ch. 5 - Patience




