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James 3:1-12 

It is fitting that James, oft called the “Proverbs of the NT” includes a section on the 
tongue.  Since, the OT proverbs dealt so much with the tongue.  In fact, of the 915 
verses – 222 of them deal with speech – almost ¼ of the book. 

Thus both James and Proverbs teach that Godly wisdom involves controlling our 
tongues and using them properly.   

I. Power of the Tongue (v. 1-5) 

A.James teaches the great power that is contained in the tongue. 
B. v. 1 – responsibility of teaching others  - dealing with God, salvation, live 

– great responsibility – need for preparation, study, and restraint. 
C. v. 2 – Tongue is one of the hardest sins to master. 

1. We all stumble in a variety of ways 
2. If we can fully control the tongue the rest of the members can be 

controlled as well. 
i. tongue is a measuring rod for Christian growth – 1:26 

3. Perfect – complete, whole, mature. 
4. Why is the tongue so difficult? 

i. man deems sins of the tongue small or trivial sin 
ii. So easy to use and used so routinely 
iii. Connected with our emotions and feelings 

D.James gives three illustrations to show the power of the tongue. 
1. Bit in the horses mouth – regulate words, regulate our life 

i. Prov. 21:23 “whoever guards his mouth and tongue, keeps his 
soul from troubles.” 

2. Rudder controls ships -  - tongue is small but it gives direction to the 
whole life. 

3. How great a forest a little fire kindles -  tongue like the fire can get out 
of control – fire is good, but it is dangerous when out of control. 

E. The tongue is so very powerful.   
1. John Gottman – book “What Predicts Divorce”  

Believes he can predict divorce with about 93% accuracy by studying 
a couples’ communication patterns. 

2. David Mace – poor communication is the main problem in 86% of all 
troubled marriages. 
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3. In the church – tongue – responsible for hurting one another, gossip, 
discouragement.   

F. Prov. 18:21 – “Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those 
who love it will eat its fruit.” 

II. Poison of the Tongue (v. 6-8) 

A.The tongue is involved in almost every sin of the body 
B. Greeks used a wheel to represent the cycle of life – a problem with the 

hub or axle would effect the whole – fire – spread to outer parts  - so it is 
the tongue affects all of our members 

C. Where does the tongue get its poison – from hell fire.  Proceeds from the 
devil and the cess pool of hell.  

D.The untamable nature of the tongue. 
1. v. 8  - James is not saying the tongue can never be brought under 

control, but rather: 
a. It can never be done by man alone – we need Jesus’ help 
b. It it is always subject to acting up.  Always dangerous. 

      2.  Dynamite or even gasoline -   can be controlled, but always  
 must be aware of its potential danger. 

2. We need to realize that our tongues have within them the capacity of 
life and death.  Both physical and spiritual.  They are a poison.  Thus 
we must always be on guard to control our tongues. 

III. Paired Usage of the Tongue (v. 9-12) 

A.James hits close to home for us in this audience. 
B. Have you been guilty of: 

1. Singing – Praise Songs – then taking the Lord’s name in vain. 
3. Singing – Bind us together – Talking cruelly of your brethren to 

others.  (I am not talking about discussing open sin, I am talking about 
running down personality dislikes.) 

4. Talking or telling what the Bible says – corrupt talk, complaining, etc,  
yet cursing, complaining, and discouraging others with your words. 

C. Tongue is always there ready to be used.   

James paints a startling picture of our tongues.  The Bible is not simple a 
philosophy book – it is practical and scientific.  James is not exaggerating the 
power of the tongue, nor is he exaggerating God’s displeasure when we use it as 
poison. 
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James 4:1-10 - Outline by David Roper 
  
I.  The Curse of Worldliness - v. 1-4 

A. Three different wars in this text each of which come from worldliness. 
1. War with God (v. 4) 
2. War with others (especially in the church) (v. 1) 
3. War with ourselves (v. 1)  

B. James speaks of conflicts among Christians in his epistle. 
1. Class conflicts (2:1-9) 
2. Church conflicts (ch. 3) 
3. Labor conflicts (5:1-6) 
4. Personal conflicts (ch. 4) 

C. Worldliness - means exalting the things of this world above the things of 
God.  

II.  The Cause of Worldliness - v. 1-5 
A. These verses emphasis selfishness as the primary cause of worldliness.  14 

times in 4 verses the term “you” or “your” is used.  
1. Want things for self - v. 1-2a 
2. Elevate self about God - v. 2 
3. Think only of self in your prayers - v. 3 
4. Allow self to be deceived by the world - v. 4 

a) Talking about spiritual adultery. 
b) They were unfaithful b/c their affections were for the world. 

III.  The Cure for Worldliness - v. 5-10  
A. God yearns for our spirits.  He desires a relationships with us.  
B. Accept the Grace of God - v. 6 
C. Be Obedient to God - v. 7 
D. Become more like God -v . 8 
E. Humble oneself before God -v . 9-10 

*Is worldliness a growing problem in the church today?  Why? 

*Which of these cures does the church need to apply today? 

David Powell suggests these points on how do you prevent and resolve conflicts? 
1. Humble yourself in the sight of God. (v. 6) 
2. Submit to God (v. 7) 
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3. Resist the devil (v. 7) 
4. Draw near to God (v. 8) 
5. Cleanse your sins (v. 8) 
6. Acknowledge and repent of your sins (v. 9) 

James 4:11-12 

 v. 11 – “speak evil” – ‘slander’   
  describes many kinds of harmful speech such as: 
   questioning legitimate authority 
   bringing incorrect accusations  
   slandering someone in secret 
  James’ language is clear that they were guilty of this evil  

speaking about one another.  
  
 It is interesting that between the discussion of the tongue (3:1-12) and  

the tongue here in 4:11-12 there is the discussion of wars, fights, and  
division amongst them. 

James 4:12 – We are not to be judging others harshly and critically 
  We are not talking about judging righteously based on the fruits  

of one’s life, but rather harsh, condemnatory, critical judgment.  
   John 7:23-24 
“Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."  

 Every relationship needs a measure of grace and mercy.  Needs the   
 opportunity to be themselves and still be loved.  

 Look for the good in others.  Believe in them.  Be forgiving 
  To extend this one step further we need to have forgiveness in  

our relationships.   (couple been married 50 years) 
  Col. 3:13 “bearing with one another, and forgiving one  

another, if anyone has a complaint against another, even as  
Christ forgave you, so you also must do” 
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James 4:13-17 

James 4:14 - The brevity of life.  

James 4:17 - James is not saying ignorance is okay and excusable.  He is 
discussing the seriousness of deliberate and willful sin.  It involves the sin of 
omission.   

James 5 

Sins of the Wealthy Landowners  

 These wealthy landowners are likely not Christians. 
  (no exhortation to repent and they are not called brothers) 

Three reasons for their rebuke: 



WKBS Josh Ketchum

1. They gained their wealth unjustly (5:4,6) 
1. By fraud 
2. By oppression 
3. by corrupting the legal system 
4. by even being accessories to murder 

2. The manner in which they used their wealth was sinful. 
1. They  have hoarded their wealth - 5:3 
2. They have lived in luxury - 5:5 
3. They have lived lasciviously - 5:5 

3. The end of their wealth was certain ruin. 
1. Their riches will vanish away - v. 2-3 
2. Their ill-gotten gain and misused wealth will erode their character (5:3) 
3. The Lord’s judgment is certain (5:3,5) 

God will present three evidences against them: 
1.  The corrosion of their wealth 
2. Withheld wages from their laborers 
3. Cries of their workers 

*How does this text find application in our world today? 
 What about for bosses and employers? 
 What about for our own stewardship? 

James 5:7-12 

 A.  James 5:7-11 
  
 B.  James uses a different word in v. 7-8 here than he did earlier in ch.  
               1 for patience.  This word involves patience, long-suffering  
               primarily in regard to the mistreatment of others, but he also used  
       the same word as in ch. 1 in v. 11 which involves endurance and  

     long-suffering in the face of trials.   
    So James is dealing with both ideas here of patience,  

long-suffering, and endurance.  

James presents four examples of long-suffering. 
 a.  The farmer (v. 7-9) 
 b.  The prophets (v. 10) 
     c.  Job (v. 11) 



WKBS Josh Ketchum

 d.  The Christian who controls his tongue (v. 12) 
  

 C.  They are to be patient in waiting for the Lord’s return.  They are to  
      understand that the Lord will follow through on his words.  

  There is a goal to their patience as well as a time period to it.  
  We need to live with such an expectation of the Lord’s return. 

 Establish your heart!  - 5:8 

 A.  In order to patiently wait they must “establish their hearts” 
  
 B.  Paul gave the same exhortation to the Thessalonians. 
  1 Thes. 3:13,  

2 Thes. 2:17 – “in every good word and work.” 
  
 C.  Heb. 13:9 – encourages us to establish our hearts 
  To be established as an antidote against false doctrine 
   

D.  What is commanded then? 
 1.  firm adherence to the faith in the midst of temptations and  

     trials. As they wait patiently for their Lord to return,  
     believers need to fortify themselves for the struggle against  
     sin and with difficult circumstances. 

  2.  James is saying as you go through struggles and  
     mistreatments, patiently and steadfastly look, to the Lord.   
     Establish your heart wholly in Him.  Ground your trust and  
     hope in God. 

E.  James then takes these two concepts – Patience and Establishing  
     our hearts and gives two examples. 
 1.  the Prophets –  
  They suffered greatly, yet they patiently preached though  

there were little results. 
  They preached b/c God commanded it.  They acted in  

faith and trust, though so many around them snickered,  
persecuted, and disobeyed. 

 2.  Job 
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  God had a purpose and plan.  Job didn’t know it, but  
through his perseverance, clinging to God, never giving  
up on God, he allowed God to work his purpose.   

F.  James ends the section by reminding us that the Lord is very  
     compassionate and merciful. 
 1.  He will bless 

2.  He will reward 
  
James 5:13-18 

The Prayer of Faith  

We are admonished to pray all the time (v. 13-16) because prayer is powerful 
  (v. 17-18).  

Pray in the midst of suffering (v. 13) 
Pray for the physically ill (v. 14-15) 
Pray for the spiritually ill (v. 16) 
 Confess your sins to each other. 
 Pray for your sins to be forgiven (Acts 8:22-23) 

Effective prayer is marked by: 
 Fervency and Righteousness(v. 16-17) 

James 5:19-20 

It is possible to fall away from the faith.   

It is the responsibility of each Christian to attempt to restore the erring  
   brother (Mat. 18:15-17; Gal. 6:1) 

The blessings that come to the restored: 
 a. The soul is saved from death 
 b. A multitude of sins are forgiven.   
  


