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Key Terms

Steadfastness - (hupomone) v. 3,4, 12, - 5:11
steadfastness, constancy, endurance in the N.T. the 
characteristic of a man who is unswerved from his deliberate 
purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by even the 
greatest trials and sufferings:  (Thayer)

Perfect - (teleios) - 1:4, 17, 25; 2:22; 3:2
The word does not mean sinlessness, but completeness, 
having obtained the purpose and maturity desired. 
Defined as “properly, brought to its end, finished; lacking 
nothing necessary to completeness; perfect:” (Thayer)

Tested (dokimos) and Trials (peirasmos) 
Follow their usage in James 1

v. 2 - trials (peirasmos) - “idea of ‘fall among, be 
surrounded by’)  - Primarily from the outside.

v. 3 - “Testing (dokimos) of your faith”
v. 12 - trial - (peirasmos); test (dokimos)
v. 13-14 - tempted - peirazo (verb) 

dokimos - approved (by test), tried and true, genuine,
verb - used of metal or money - when proved genuine

see - 2 Cor. 2:9; Phil 2:22
testing - with the hope and exception of proving the 

genuineness of our faith.  It is given with the 
confidence that we will pass.  

Testing from the perspective of God.  1 Peter 1:7

peirazo, peirasmos - specifically, the trial of man’s fidelity, 
integrity, virtue, constancy, etc.: 1 Pet. 4:12; also an 
enticement to sin, temptation, whether arising from the 
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desires or from outward circumstances, Luke 8:13; 1 
Cor. 10:13; James 1:12; an internal temptation to sin
(Thayer)  
We are to pray that we not enter into temptation (Luke 

22:40)
Temptation from the perspective of satan.  Desires to 

entice and lead astray. 
It is this type of temptation that James says God does 

not tempt man with and that he cannot be tempted 
with himself. 

Many times our trials can be seen from both of these 
perspectives.  James is encouraging us to count it joy 
because we can prove our faith and gain endurance. 


