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James 1:17-2:26

Overall theme:  “Be doers of the Word” - 1:22

James 1:17-26

The key word and theme in this text is the “Word” of truth. 
gk - logos

Notice how James emphasizes the place of the Word of God in the 
Christian’s life through this text. 

v. 18 - Brought forth (born again) by the Word of truth - 
v. 19-20 - Needed attitudes toward the Word and in our life.
v. 21 - Commanded to “put away” evil and receive the word. 

“filthiness” - used of poor man’s cloths - 2:2, Zech. 3:3-4
also a medical term for ear wax

“rampant” - abundance, overflowing
“implanted” or “engrafted” Word
which is able to save your soul.  

v. 22 - Do the word, not just hear it!
v. 24 - Not to forget the message it gave.  Not just about information, but 

transformation.
v. 25 - Blessed when we do it. 
v. 26-27 - Illustrates true doing of the Word

Notice how the Word is illustrated:
implanted or engrafted - v. 21
mirror - v. 23
perfect law of liberty - v. 25

*How are people deceived in their “Christianity” today? (v. 16, 26-27)

James 2:1-13

Partiality - “respecter of persons” - Literally to accept based on their face 
(i.e. outward appearance)
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The way we treat each other indicates what we really believe about God.
This is a problem often spoken about in the Bible. 

Jonah; Mat. 7; 1 Cor. 11:17-34  (esp. v. 29)

James argues that partiality is a sin and should be avoided because:
• It is contrary to the way of Jesus - v. 1
• It is opposed to God - v. 5
• It is a violation of the Royal Law and the Word of God - v. 8
• It works against our own desire for mercy at judgement.  v. 12-13

*In what ways does the church struggle with partiality and discrimination 
today?  Have we improved over the last 30 years?

*Do we relegate this sin below many others, acting like it is no big deal or 
just human nature?

*How can this passage be abused in our tolerant-crazed culture?

James 2:14-26

Key word in this passage is “says” - 2:14,16,18

This has been a controversial passage in James.  Luther rejected the 
whole book because of his emphasis on works.  

Is there a conflict between Paul and James?  
Paul - Romans, Galatians (2:16), Eph. 2:8-10

What is James saying?

• v. 14-17 - Faith without works is USELESS.
• v. 18 - Faith without works CANNOT BE DEMONSTRATED
• v. 19-21 - Faith without works DOES NOT CHANGE A PERSON
• v. 21-25 - Faith without works WILL NOT JUSTIFY

V. 26 - OVERALL SUMMARY AND THESIS
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*Who should this passage apply to in our world today?

Dr. David Powell:
“The Epistle of James is not an attack on faith nor grace.  Instead it is a 
protest against the hypocrisy of pretending to have faith without 
demonstrating it in works.  Paul refers to works which are excluded from 
God’s plan to save.  On the other hand, James refers to works which are 
included in God’s plan to save.  The works excluded by Paul are the works 
in which one might boast.  The works mentioned by James and included in 
salvation are those works which complete faith and salvation.”

1.  Paul is dealing with how we are saved.   
 Teach that we cannot earn our salvation. 
 Meritorious works, of human achievement, doing things that we could  

glory in to gain salvation. 
 James emphasizes that faith must be active in doing good deeds to combat  
 the opposite  problem people that are complacent in not doing anything. 
  
2.  Paul is emphasizing works of the Law --- Gal 2:16, 4:5, Rom. 3:28 
 James is emphasizing works done not legalistically but out of love and  
 compassion.  
 There is a sense where Paul is saying works cannott earn or merit a saved  
  relationship with God.  While James is insisting once a relationship is  
  established works are essential.  

3.  They are comparing and contrasting different things. 
 Paul – faith in Christ vs. Law and legalism with Christ 
 James -  Dead vs. living, and Active vs. Inactive 

4.  In both cases Faith is active and involves obedience. 

 Paul – Faith includes obedience.  Paul never discounts the necessity of  
  obedience and active service to the Lord (Rom. 1:1,5, 16:26) 
 James – breaks it down – teaching about true faith – disproving ‘mental  
  assent’ 

The problem is that typically the Bible when using the term “faith” - includes 
active obedience (Heb. 3:18 - 4:6).  The world today has often removed this 
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concept and understands faith as simply mental believe.  But obedience should not 
be separated from true, acceptable faith.   

The old illustration - faith and works - 2 separate oars to the boat.  I prefer 
describing it as the boat that gets us to heaven is our faith working in accordance 
with God’s grace, but the oars are our works, which prove and demonstrate our 
faith.   


