
A Picture of Jesus
Revelation 1

What are the prominent images in our world of Jesus?

I.  Revelation 1:1-3
A.  For a discussion of the term “Revelation” see introduction notes.
B.  “things that must soon take place.” -  John viewed his prophecy has 

having a meaning and message to the original readers and has having a 
quick fulfillment.  v. 3 - The “time is near.” 
1.  Thoughts: 

a)  This message of judgment applied primarily to the Roman 
empire. 

b)  This message of judgment is still temporary for every individual  
because when our life is over that is judgment.  You have many 
with-in time judgments in the book and in this world today.  

C.  v. 3 - The reader is given a blessing.  Encouraged to keep the words of 
the book.  John will close similarly in Rev. 22. 

The book of Revelation is not primarily about the future, the end of the 
world, the Jewish nation, or embattled saints.  The book is primarily a vision 
and picture of Jesus and his work of ruling and reigning.  

This opening description and vision of Jesus in chapter 1 will be interwoven 
into much of the rest of the book.  

II.  A Description of Jesus  - 1:1-8

 A.  The Prophet
  1.  A prophet, thought we often think of them as telling the 

     future, a prophet is one who literally spoke for Christ. 
  2.  Rev. 1:1 – The Revelation of Jesus Christ”
   He got His message from God – Just like he claimed 

while he was here on earth, that His message came from 
God.  (John 17:8, and other passages)

  3.  Rev. 1:2 – “testimony of Jesus Christ”
  4.  Rev. 1:5 – “faithful witness”
   His message is a faithful testimony from God. 
  5.  Later we will see that the Sword comes out of his mouth
    Sword – Word of God – Eph. 6:17
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  6.  We must listen to Jesus.  – Heb. 1:1-2, Mat. 17:5
    
 B.  The Resurrected
  1.  Jesus is described as the firstborn from the dead. 
   1 Cor. 15:20-25
  2.  Later Jesus emphasizes this in 1:18
  3.  His power to save and reign is directly connected with His 

 Resurrection.
 
 C.  King
  1.  He is also described as a king – v. 5 – a “ruler over the kings 

of the earth”
  2.  He is said to have made us to be a “kingdom”
   Kingdom is a better rendering than kings
  3.  1 Tim. 6:15 – King of kings and Lord of lords.
  4.  He provided for us a kingdom that is far superior than 

     earthly kingdoms. 
   Col. 1:13-14,  Rev. 11:15

 D.  Savior
  1.  v. 5 – He loves us and washed us from our sins in His own 

blood.  -  “loves” -  present tense - He continually loves;  
 “washed or released” - is aorist tense - indicating a one-

time past action. 
  

  2.  Rev. 5:9-10
  3.  It is this Savior that will one day return in judgement and 

     every eye will see him – 1:7

 E.  Eternal God  (1:8)
  1.  Jesus is also clearly described in a way that equates him with 

     the Father.   He is deity. 

2.  1:8 – He describes himself as the “Alpha and the Omega”
 First and last letters of the Greek Alphabet
 The idea is that He is complete, perfect, continuous, and 

eternal. 

1:8 - I am the Alpha and the Omega
1:17 - I am the first and the last
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21:6 - I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
  the end. 

22:13 - I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 
  last, the beginning and the end. 

  3.  He is the One “who is, and who was, and who is to come”
   It is a interpretation and a reference to the Divine name - 
   Ex. 3:14

   No one but God can describe themselves in such terms 
and be correct. 

Literally - The One who is being, who was, and who is 
  coming. 

Found five times in Revelation
1:4 - the One who is and who was and who is to come
1:8 - the One who is and who was and who is to come
4:8 - the One who was and who is and who is to come
11:17 - the One who is and who was
16:5 - the One who is and who was

  4.  The Lord God Almighty 
This designation occurs 7 times in Revelation
1:8, 4:8, 11:17, 15:3, 16:7, 19:6, 21:22

Connected with the Divine name and God’s absolute 
 control over all things. 

  5.  The One who sits on the throne. 
   In its precise form it occurs 7 times 
    4:9, 5:1, 7:13, 6:16, 7:15, 21:5
   Some variations of it in 4:2-3; 7:10, 19:4, 20:11
   Plus the throne symbol is one of the central images of the 
   entire book. 

II.  A Vision of Jesus – 1:9-20
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 A.  In the Midst of the Seven Lampstands

  1.  We find out in v. 20 that the lampstands represent the seven 
     churches. 
2.  They are an appropriate representation b/c the church is 
      supposed to be giving off a light to the community. 
3.  Notice that this would teach that:
 Jesus is in the midst of His congregations
 Jesus is evaluating His congregations and he will remove 

your lampstand.   Rev. 2:5
 Eyes – v. 14 – looking deep into our churches
 The letters to the seven churches will involve various 

  aspects of this vision. 

 B.  One like the Son of Man
  1.  The “Son of Man” was Jesus most often used self-

     designation. 
   2.  It is also connected with Daniel 7:13-14 – Messianic 

prophecy and God as the Ancient of Days.
  
 C.  Clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the 

      chest with a golden band.
  1.  This garment is similar to the OT High Priest garment
  2.  Other commentators do not see a priestly reference, but 

     rather a reference to a king and ruling official.  Long robes 
     and golden belts were worn by the royal and mighty. 

  3.  He is one with power and authority.

 D.  His head and hair where white like wool
  1.  Indicates wisdom, maturity, purity, and holiness.

 E.  Eyes like a flame of fire
  1.  Power and penetrating quality.  His omniscience. 
  2.  Heb. 4:13
  
 F.  His feet where like fine brass
  1.  We don’t really know if brass is the metal that is referred to 

     here by the Greek word, but it is our best effort at a precious, 
     refined metal.   The word is only used by John in the NT.
2.  These are meant to convey judgment and authority. 
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 Mal. 4:3
3 You shall trample the wicked,
For they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet 
On the day that I do this,"
Says the LORD of hosts. 

 G.  Voice as the sound of many waters
  1.  Voice also is conveying authority and power.
  2.  Imagine a voice as loud as a great waterfall like Niagra or 

     Iquazu falls

 H.  Seven Stars
  1.  v. 20 Angels / messengers of the seven Churches
  2.  Possibly Angelic hosts or simply ministers or preachers / 

     teachers in the churches. 
   Jesus holds them up and has them as His servants. 

 I. Sharp two-edged sword
  1.  This sword is the longer sword.  Not a shorter dagger like, 

     but one used for heavy battle and fighting.
  2.  Jesus fights with His Word!
   His Word – Scripture – Eph. 6:17
   His Word now in giving judgment and sovereignly 

ruling.

 J.  Countenance was like the Sun shining
  1.  His glory shone with great brightness.

 K.  I have the keys of Death and Hades 
  1.  Hades is the realm of departed or disembodied spirits.
  2.  Death is the act of death / separation (spirit from body)
  3.  Jesus has gone through both.  Acts 2:27
  4.  He has power now over both. 
   He will raise the dead and unite the spirits with new 

heavenly bodies. 
  5.  1 Cor. 15:25-26  
  6.  The great enemy in Revelation is not satan, the beast, or 
       Rome.  It is death.  It is the enemy that Christians are being 
       threatened with repeatedly by Satan’s minions.  It is the 
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       enemy that all Christians face no matter the age.  It is the last 
       and great enemy.  Christ has power over it!  
   If Satan’s greatest weapon is death (persecution) and the 
   Christian’s greatest victory is martyrdom then who holds 
   the trump card! 

 L.  The purpose of this vision was to inspire the persecuted Christians 
     and set the stage for the rest of the book of Revelation.

  
  Jesus is pictured with power and authority. 
  He is in charge.  He will judge and punish the wicked. 
  He will save and redeem His own.  
  He will destroy kingdoms and empires. 
  He will search the hearts of men and look deep into His 

churches. 
 

The description of Jesus in Revelation should inspire us with courage, faith, 
and humility.  It helps us know more about our great Savior. 

Does our world see this picture of Jesus?
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A Special Study - A Kingdom of Priests
Revelation1:4-8

Twice in the opening chapters of Revelation John tells the persecuted 
Saints that they are a kingdom and Priests to God. 

! The term priests today is misunderstood.
! ! Typically we think of a Catholic or Jewish priest.
! ! !

I.  It’s Origination with Israel  -  Ex. 19:3-6
!
! A.  Exodus 19:3-6!
! ! Notice the conditional nature of the statement 
! ! ! If  . .. .  Then . . . 
! ! This is a key aspect of the Old Covenant. 
! ! They will be his special or treasured people 
! ! -special treasure and a holy nation.

B.  Isaiah 61:6 - reiterates this idea
1) “shall be called the priests of the Lord”
2) “Ministers of our God

C.  A priest - is a “go-between, or mediator” between God and other 
men.   Therefore, priests have a special relationship with God. 

! ! They are representing both God and man. 
! ! ! God to man and Man to God

! D.  What this meant for Israel:
1)  Israel’s position was not one of privilege but of responsibility.
2)  The people are to speak the truth of God and bring other 

nations to God.
3) What the priesthood was to Israel, Israel was to be to the 

nations.

II.   It’s Application to the Church  - 1 Pet. 2:9-10

A.  The concept is applied directly to the church by Peter.  1 Pet. 2:4-10
B. v. 4-5 - each Christian is a living stone, part of the spiritual household 

of God that serves as priests.   
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C. The Blessings of this Priestly Relationship are given in v. 9-10
1) Our Position

i. chosen race, royal priesthood, holy nation, special 
possession 

2) Our Purpose
i. to proclaim the excellencies of God - 

3) Our Portion
i. God’s People
ii. Now Have God’s Mercy
iii. This thought in rooted in Hosea - Gomer - Hosea 1:6-11

! !      Daughter - Lo-ruhama - “she has not received mercy”
! !      Son - Lo-ammi - “not my people”

D.  What this means:
1)  What had been intended in the OT is fulfilled in the church.  
2)  Christians therefore stand in a special relationship to God and 

have the same responsibility as given to Israel to be a kingdom of 
priests to all nations. 

III.  It’s Implication for Our Lives    Rev. 1:4-6, 5:10

A.  While the OT originated this idea and Peter certainly applied the 
concept of the universal priesthood of all believers as it is often 
called to every Christian today.  The book of Revelation helps us 
understand its implication for our lives. 
1) The passages in Revelation reinforce the meanings we have 

taken from our study. 
2) It is used three times - 1:4-6, 5:10, 20:6

B.  1:6 - We have a very special relationship and responsibility b/c 
Jesus loves us and freed us from our sins. 

C. 5:9-10 - We have this relationship b/c of Christ and it exists on the 
earth.   People can be priests from all tribes, nations, and people

D. 20:6 - b/c of our special relationship we share in the victory of Christ 
over Satan and reign here on earth.

 
E.   What does this mean for us?

!
1)  God wants us to represent him to the world!

i. The priesthood of all believers is an evangelistic concept.
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ii. We are to be what Israel failed to be to the nations.
iii. We are to proclaim His praises who called us out of darkness.
iv. We are to represent God to man.  !

2)  God wants us to know that we are His special people!
i. One of the key aspects especially of the Rev. passages as 

well as the Exodus and 1 Peter passage is the emphasis that 
we are God’s special people.
i. This is a tremendous privilege.
ii. This is a tremendous responsibility
iii. This is a great honor and blessing. 
iv. It should give us security. 

3)  As Priest we are to offer certain sacrifices to God. 
i. Rom. 12:1-2  - Our lives

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  2 Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

ii. Our Worship -- Heb. 13:15  “Through him then let us 
continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the 
fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.

iii. Our prayers - Rev. 5:8 - 8:3 - described as incense being 
offered at the throne of God.

Conclusion:

A Kingdom of Priests
 The concept Originated with the OT Covenant
  (though Israel failed to be a true kingdom of priests)

 The concept was Applied with the Church  (Every Christian 
  is a priest). 

 The concept Implies that we are special and must  
 represent  God to this world. 
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A Special Study:  You Need the Almighty when Suffering

Jan. 27, 2013 - Blog Post

At Seven Oaks we are studying some of the names of God from the Old 
Testament.  This  past Sunday was on the name El Shaddai – “God Almighty.” 
When I was preparing for the sermon, I researched the times the term was used 
either as “God Almighty” or simply “Almighty.”
It was used some 48 times in the Old Testament and in the New Testament the 
term “Almighty” is used 10 times.  Here is the breakdown of the number of times 
used:
 Genesis –  6, Exodus – 1, Numbers – 2, Ruth – 2, Job – 31, Psalms – 2, isaiah 
1, Ezekiel – 2, Joel – 1
 2 Corinthians – 1, Revelation – 9
Did you notice anything?
The term is overwhelmingly used in books that deal with suffering, 
struggle, pain, and sorrow.  The term is used in Job some 31 times.  Of the 
10 occurrences in the New Testament 9 are in Revelation.
Some observations from this:

• When we are suffering we need to know that God is Almighty.  The 
Holy Spirit reminded sufferers who would be reading these books that 
God’s hand is not short, He is the Almighty.  Things may not seem right 
currently in the world, they certainly didn’t for Naomi, Job, or the 
persecuted saints in Revelation.  But the Almighty was still in charge and 
He would make things right in His time.  Their role, as ours is today, was to 
place their trust in Him who is worthy of such trust (Job 13:15).

• When we are suffering we need to be reminded that God is 
sovereign.  He is the potter and we are the clay (Rom. 9:20-21).  This is 
one of the big lessons God reminded Job of when He appeared to him 
(Job 38-41). Even though we may be suffering, it is still important to 
remember that God is  still on His throne.  We will one day give an account 
to the Almighty, as everyone else will also (Rom. 14:12).  Satan will use 
whatever he can, including suffering and sorrow, to get us to leave God.  
We must not yield to this temptation.

When we suffer with pains of this life, we should be thankful for our Almighty 
God. Who would want to commit their trust to a God who was  incapable?  I do 
not understand all that the Almighty does, but I submit to Him and trust in Him!

A Special Study:  The Lord’s Day - Rev. 1:10

The term “Sunday” like our other days of the week comes from 
      pagan origins as a day dedicated to the Sun God. 
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  B.  John was the only one to use the term in the Bible – in Rev. 1:10
  1.  It is an interesting term in its history. 
   Originally it was used as an adjective in front of day.
   John said it was His day.

  2.  The term indicates ownership, or belonging to the Lord.
   The time of the early Christians and Revelation:
   Contest – Who was Lord?  Christ or Caesar
    The Augustean day – days used to denote special 

worship to Caesar. 
    In Asia minor and Egypt the first day of the month 

was designated as this “emperor's day”
 
      Christian’s used the phrase – Lord’s day

   3.  The term “Lord’s” -  Lord used as an adjective only appears 
      in Rev. 1:10 and in 1 Cor. 11:20 before supper (the Lord’s 
      Supper).  The term was so popular amongst Christians that 

it eventually began to stand alone to indicate Sunday.  In    
fact, in modern greek the work for Sunday or the 1st day 
of the week is simply this adjective – kuriake.    – This 
usage of the adjective Lord’s – standing for the 1st day of 
the week went down to Latin, and still is that way for 
modern romance languages such as Italian, Spanish, and 
French.  

  B.  It is no wonder that early Christian’s would designate this day as 
     the Lord’s day when one considers the significance of this day. 

  1.  It was the day of Christ’s Resurrection
   Mat. 28:1, Mark 16:2, Luke 24:1, John 20:1 
    All four gospels place significance on this fact.

2.  It was the day the apostles met with Jesus for Thomas to 
     witness the resurrected Lord – John 20:26

3.  It was the day the church was established – day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1 – Pentecost always came on the first day of the 

           week.  – Lev. 23:15-16    
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4.  It was the day the early church came together to worship 
 Acts 20:6-7 – Paul waited from Monday till Sunday – 

even though he was in a hurry, just to be at Troas 
on the first day of the week.

 I Cor. 11:20 – came together to take the Lord’s Supper
  16:2 – when this was – On the first day of the 

week
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