
Revelation Chapter 2-3 
The Letters to the Seven Churches of Asia

Additional Material - See my sermons on these seven churches at 
www.JoshKetchum.com    

I.  Some General Information:
A. These are Jesus’ messages to the churches.  Imagine getting a letter   

 !  from Jesus and then assembling to hear it.
B. They were 7 actual churches and physical cities.  I do not believe the 

letters represent 7 ages or periods of church history as some in the 
futurist perspective believe. 

C.  I do believe that they represent all churches and conditions that exist  
and have existed in churches.  

D. They are a part of the whole book.  I think too often we see these 
letters as the “understandable and applicable” part of Revelation.  We 
like these letters, but we can easily create a gulf between them and 
the rest of the book, that was not John’s intention.  Rather these letters  
reach back to the vision of chapter 1 and foreshadow much that is to 
come.  
1.  They help us to see that the heavenly visions and great 

apocalyptic messages are grounded in a message to the real world 
churches.  

2. They are preparing the churches for the conflict that lay before 
them.

3.  Before the Lord could give them the encouragement to be 
overcomers, he had to examine them in their present state.  

4. They are called to engage the battle which will be described in the 
remaining chapters so they may enter the new Jerusalem.  

E. It is helpful to see the letters to the seven churches as a husband 
writing to his wife.  

F. A big issue in the letters, and also a key issue the book is addressing 
throughout is the issue of compromise and assimilation with the 
culture. 

II.  Geographical and Historical Study
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A. It is very helpful to study the geography and ancient history of the city 
that is addressed.  Most commentators cover some of this information, 
but there are some good specific books as well.
1. The Seven Churches of Asia Minor - by J.T. Marlin
2. Letters from the Lamb - by Timothy Archer and Steve Ridgell
3. Websites over abundant pictures and information about these 

cities as well.  
B. Some suggest that these letters were connected with an ancient 

postal route and that is reflected in their order. 
C. A word of caution:  In preaching and teaching from these churches it 

is easy to get caught up in the historical and archaeological 
information and neglect to emphasis properly the spiritual message of 
Jesus.  Do not let the tail wag the dog in your teaching.  

III.  Some Quotes:
A.  Seven is the number of completeness." By addressing seven 

churches John indicates that his message is addressed to specific 
churches as representative of all the churches. This conclusion is 
confirmed by the refrain - a summons to attend to a prophetic oracle - 
which occurs in each of the seven messages: `Let anyone who has an 
ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches' (2:7, I I, 17, 29; 
3:6, 13, 22). This seems to invite all readers to listen to the message 
addressed to each of the seven churches. It does not diminish the 
specificity of what is said to each church, as peculiarly relevant to that 
particular church. It means that precisely by addressing very 
specifically a variety of actual church situations, Revelation addresses 
a representative variety of contexts. The range of different situations in 
these seven churches is sufficient for any Christian church in the late 
first century to find analogies to its own situation in one or more of the 
messages and therefore to find the whole book relevant to itself. 
Churches in later periods have been able to do the same, allowing for 
a necessary degree of adjustment to changing historical contexts.

Richard Bauckham. The Theology of the Book of Revelation (Kindle 
Locations 246-253). Kindle Edition. 
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B.“The gospel pulls us into community.  One of the immediate changes 
that the gospel makes is grammatical:  we instead of I; our instead of 
my; us instead of me.”  Peterson, p. 43

C. We might prefer to go from ch. 1 the great vision of Christ directly to 
the throneroom of heaven in chapters 4-5, but we can’t do it.  “The 
church has to be negotiated first.  The only way from Christ to heaven 
and the battles against sin is through the church.”  Peterson  p. 45

D. “The spiritual direction begins with an affirmation, is followed by a 
correction, and includes a promise.  In two of the churches (Sardis and 
Laodicea) the word of affirmation is omitted; in one (Smyrna) the 
course of discipline is absent.  Otherwise, the three-part spiritual 
direction is identical in each of the churches.” Peterson p. 50

E. “The church is the place where we come to find out what we are 
doing that is right;  it is a place of affirmation.  The church is the place 
we come to find out what we are doing that is wrong;  it is a place for 
correction.  The church is the place where we come to hear the 
promises;  it is a place of motivation.  No Christian community can do 
without any part of this message.  We need affirmation, we need 
correction, we need motivation.”  Peterson, p. 53

F.  The training Christ gives takes place in seven areas:  
1. to love - Ephesus 
2. to suffer - Smyrna
3. to tell the truth - Pergamum
4. to be holy - Thyatira
5. to be authentic - Sardis
6. to be in mission - Philadelphia
7. to be worship, using things to praise God, receiving gifts to serve 

God - Laodicea                       Peterson, p. 53

IV.  What Every Church Needs to Hear -  3 things that were repeated to all 
seven churches. 
A. He who has an ear, let him hear.  - 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22

1. Favorite expression of Jesus during his ministry.  Mat. 13:9, 15, 43
2. John 8:43-47, James 1:19-21

B.He who overcomes
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1.  ESV - Conquers - Nikao - Term is used some 17 times in Rev.
a)  Used as a present participle - the overcoming one - continuous 

and current performance is in view.  The church has to 
overcome her enemies. 

2. These promises are given to the overcomer. 
a) 2:7 -  grant to eat of the tree of life in the paradise of God
b) 2:11 - will not be hurt by the second death
c) 2:17 - hidden manna - (spiritual provision that the world does 

not see or know), white stone and a new name written on the 
stone

d) 2:26 - authority over the nations 
e) 3:5 - clothed in white garments, I will never blot his name out of 

the book of life, I will confess his name before my Father and his 
angels.

f)  3:12 - I will make him a pillar in the temple of God, never shall 
he go out of it. 

g) 3:21 - I will grant him to sit with me on my throne.  
3. 1 Cor. 15:57-58

C. I Know Your Works 
1. Jesus intimately knows the churches.  He knows his sheep by 

name (John 10).
2.  Notice His words:

a) 2:2, 5 - I know your works, your toil, and your patient endurance
b) 2:9 - I know your tribulation and poverty - v. 10 - i know your 

future
c) 2:13 - I know where you dwell - Persecution and temptation you 

face 
d) 2:19 - I know your works, your love, your faith and service, your 

patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed your first.  
v. 20 - but I have this against you . . . v. 23 - I will give to each 
according to their works

e) 3:1 - I know your works - you have the reputation of being alive, 
but you are dead.  You cannot fool Jesus.   Your works are not 
complete in the sight of God.  

f) 3:8 - I know your works - I have set before you a choice. 
g) 3:15 - I know your works - neither cold nor hot. 
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V.  The Heart of the Message to Each Church
A.  The church at Ephesus

1. They had lost their love.  They had right doctrine and right action, 
but no passion.  They had truth without love.  They loved ministry, 
truth, and working for Jesus, they just didn’t love Jesus!  They were 
commanded to remember and repent.

B.The church at Smyrna
1.  This church does not have a correction, but they are suffering.  

Imagine setting in church that Sunday, hearing the church had 
received a letter from Jesus, hoping things were going to get better 
and the letter to Smyrna is read.  The forecast is:  It is going to get 
worse!  Christ counsels them not to fear, change their perspective, 
and be faithful.  

2. See Dale Jenkins - “Wonder Why?”  blog post on 7-23-13 at 
www.thejenkinsinstitute.com

C.  The church at Pergamum
1. The church had a problem with flirting.  Notice the key word “hold” 

in the letter.  They are holding onto Christ, but they are also holding 
onto false doctrine.  They are cheating on their marriage to Christ.  
They have the opposite problem of the church at Ephesus.  They 
have love without truth.  They are not being loyal to Jesus.  

D.  The church at Thyatira    
1.  Though small in stature as a city, the letter is the longest of the 

seven.  Thyatira was known for its trade guilds and the pressure 
they put upon Christians to assimilate.  The issue at Thyatira is 
dealing with compromise.  The church was permitting and tolerating  
the false teaching of Jezebel.  The big lie Satan tries to sell is that 
we can divorce what we believe from what we do (our body from 
our spirit).  They are the liberal church who is not being faithful to 
Scripture.  They are accepting false teaching.  Jesus comes in 
strong judgment. 

E.  The church at Sardis
1.  They are the dead church.  They need to wake up and strengthen 

what remains.  They likely had peace compared to the tribulations 
mentioned to some of the other churches, but they were peacefully 
asleep.  They were lethargic and apathetic in their faith.  Many had 
compromised and assimilated with the culture.  Jesus wants the 
remnant of faithful to rise up and continue to walk with him. 
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F. The church at Philadelphia
1. This church was using what it had for Jesus.  They were being 

faithful.  They are encouraged to continue their mission and work 
for Jesus.  Through their work for Christ, they will be vindicated 
before those who now oppress them.    

G. The church at Laodicea
1. This is the lukewarm church.  They have it made from the world’s 

standards. They are blessed with affluence, but they are poor in 
Christ’s sight.  They must rekindle their zeal, passion, and works for 
Christ.  
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