
The Necessity of Remembrance
Deuteronomy 

U.S. Navy Veteran Ron White memorized nearly 7,000 words and more than 
2,200 names. Let that sink in for just a moment. To put it in perspective that 
would be similar to memorizing Psalm 119!

“The U.S. recorded the names of the military fallen from Afghanistan on a 
makeshift wall in downtown Fort Worth…And he did it all from memory” He said, 
“I have pictures in my mind for each name.” It took the veteran who served in 
Afghanistan in 2007 around ten months to memorize all of those names.

Despite the fact he has made the news and many people came to watch what he 
did, the veteran said he wasn’t doing it for the attention. “I would have done this 
in a field by myself if no one showed up, just because it’s something I wanted to 
do.”

http://abcnews.go.com/US/texas-navy-veteran-memorizes-names-2200-slain-
military/story?id=18630322

The term remember is used 14 times in Deuteronomy.
! Deuteronomy is three long discourses or sermons given by Moses to 
! the Children of Israel at the end of his life. 

! Its meaning is:  don’t just call to mind, but call it to your mind, with an 
! incentive for present action.  It motivates and shapes your present. 

! We are shaped by the past.  there are some things that we are not to 
! forget. 

I have categorized these into five areas they were supposed to remember.  
We should remember these as well. 

I.  Remember Who You Were
A. Israel’s story was grounded in their experience of slavery. 

1. 5:15, 15:15, 16:12
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2. This is their motivation for keeping the Sabbath.  they were slaves 
that were forced to work, now they are free and are required to not 
work, but to reflect and remember.  

B. They were to remember they were slaves as they treated others. 
1. 24:17-22

a) be gracious to the poor, strangers, orphans
C. Our experience should shape us and we should not forget it.

1. As slaves to sin - John 8:33-38
2. Paul - 1 Tim. 1:15 - chief of sinners
3. Paul in Phil. 3:12-15 - We don’t live in the past, but it motivates us 

for the future.  We are not guilt ridden, but empathetic to others. 
4. Sad to see someone who has forgotten their past. 

a) educated rural man
b) actress
c) sports star

D. Use your past experiences
1. overcome tragedy
2. overcome a sin
3. unfaithful for years 

II. Remember What God Did
A. Deut. 7:17-21
B. Deut. 8:2 - The Lord led you through this wilderness.
C. This is a common thought throughout the Pentateuch and the book of 

Psalms.  
D. Similar to David when he faced Goliath

1. Remember how God had given him victories over the lion and the 
bear.

E.Not only do we remember who we were, we remember what God did. 
1. For us as Christians this is the Cross - Eph. 2:1-10, Rom. 5:5-8
2. The great love God has for us.   

F. We might need to remember this one every time we reflect on who we 
were.  When the scars and haunting images of sin begin to discourage 
us we need to remember what God did.  

G. In order to help them remember God gave them some physical acts.
1. Sabbath day
2. Passover and Unleavened bread - 16:2-4
3. Other OT Festivals 



4. Day of Atonement  - remember their sin, need for atonement
5. Set up memorial stones in places 

H. What physical acts do we have today to help us remember.
1. Lord’s day
2. Bible Classes, Worship, Lord’s Supper
3. Thanksgiving meals, Funerals, Wedding anniversaries

III. Remember Who Blesses You
A. Deut. 8:11-18

1. Riches and blessings carry with them a temptation to forget their 
giver.  How many Christmas gifts can you recall who gave it to you?

2. The real danger if falling into the trap of thinking we attained the 
success, wealth, and blessing by ourselves.  

3. We need to remember who has given us all these things. 
B. Illustration - Trey Morgan - What he learned from Cancer after 8 years

 
Eight years ago today, On May 6th, 2003, I sat in Dr. Pate’s office waiting for him to 
come in and tell me, “the little lump is nothing, go home and don’t worry about it.” I was 
SO sure that those were going to be his words, that I had told Lea to just drop me off for 
the appointment and she could go run errands. I didn’t feel I even needed her there. 
Those words from Dr. Pate never came.  Instead I remember vividly him saying, “You 
have cancer!  But you’re young and healthy; you should be able to beat this 
thing.” Everything from that point on was a blur. I wasn’t sure what shocked me more, 
the “You have cancer” part or the “You SHOULD be able to beat this thing.”

Dr. Pate told me to go check at the hospital because the first of two surgeries would be 
the next morning. A few moments later I stepped outside and called Lea. Not a pleasant 
phone call. Within the next two weeks I would have two surgeries. One of the surgeries 
was a major surgery so I spent the rest of the summer trying to recover from being 
gutted like a fish.

I’m not looking for sympathy today, I’m simply reminding myself of some things that I 
learned from that hard summer. Simple things, but things that are too easy to forget.  I 
learned things like…

• I’m not indestructible. I’m not guaranteed 30 more years …  3 more years or 3 
minutes. Each and every day is a gift so make the most of every day.

• It’s impossible to have any sort of self-dignity in a hospital gown.
• I learned that God still answers prayers.
• I learned that it was okay to be scared and even ask God, “Why?”
• I’m blessed to have friends and family that surround me with support and love.



• I learned I have an amazing wife and the care-givers of cancer patients don’t get 
near the credit they deserve. I remember asking Lea as I lay in the hospital, “Are 
you heading back to Childress today to take care of the boys?” and her response 
was, “No sir, they are taken care of. You are my husband and I am your wife and 
I’m not going anywhere!”

• I learned that real love, not the stuff you see in the movies or on soap operas, is 
my wife telling me I look “great” to her, even when I was pale, skinny, sick, 
throwing up and too weak to do a thing.

 Today I celebrate 8 years … and I’m reminded once again just how blessed I am.

! www.treymorgan.net - What He Learned from Cancer

IV. Remember Past Failures
A. Deut. 9:6-8

1. Moses will often speak of their shortcomings and failures.  
2. Learn from these past mistakes.  Use them for growing and 

improving.  
3. These should keep us humble.  
4. We have to not keep on making the same mistakes.  

a) bankruptcy 
b) Michael Hyatt story  - http://michaelhyatt.com/turning-failure-to-

your-advantage.html

V. Remember Your History
A. Deut. 32:7 - Remember the days of old

1. History is important.  OT people were concerned about their family 
history and the history of the nation of Israel.  

2. Tell our faith stories   
3. Know the struggles, success, and failures of the past 

  

Conclusion:

1. Remember Who you Are
2. Remember What God Did
3. Remember Who Blesses You
4. Remember Past Failures
5. Remember Your History
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