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brief, so to allow a wide use and quick reference.  Please do your own 
study and improve upon anything found here as you preach God’s word.  If 
I can help with powerpoints or audio recordings please contact me.  
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HOLY HOPE 
1 Peter 1:1-9

I.  Basis of our Hope:  God’s Grace (1:2-3)
• Note:  “God’s power” (v. 5);  v. 13, 18-21

II.  Focus of our Hope:  Heavenly Inheritance (1:4-5)
• 2 Peter 1:10-11, 3:13

III. Significance of our Hope:  Joy, Endurance and Love 
(1:6-9)
• This is the difference our hope should make in our 

lives.  
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HOLY SALVATION 
1 Peter 1:10-12

I.  Salvation Defined
• 1 Peter 1:1-9 - “end of our faith” - John 17:48, 19:30
• 1 Peter 2:1-3, 3:20-21
• 2 Peter - “Savior”
• 2 Peter 3:15

II. Salvation Prophesied
• 1 Peter 1:10-12

• They were concerned about the person and the time.  
• The prophets didn’t understand it all.
• They predicted the sufferings of Christ.

• Isaiah 53, Matt. 16:21-23
• Psalm 22, Num. 24:17, Deut. 18:15, Psalm 16:8-11

III. Salvation Revealed 
• 1 Peter 1:12
• Notice how Peter emphasizes the blessings and privileges 

we have in Christ. 
• These prophets were serving us.

• Salvation was revealed through the preaching of the gospel.  

Do we cherish our salvation enough? 
Do we inquire and search the Scriptures?
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HOLY CONDUCT 
1 Peter 1:13-21

“You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

I.  Holy Conduct - What does it mean?
• “holy”

• 1 Peter 1:15-16, Leviticus 11:44-45
• “conduct”

• KJV - “conversation”
• Use of the word in the NT and by Peter

• 1 Peter 1:15,17, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 16
• 2 Peter 2:7, 3:11

II.  How do we live holy lives?

1. Be Sober-minded - 1 Peter 1:13

2. Be Obedient Children - 1 Peter 1:14-16
!  Romans 12:1-2, Eph. 4:21-24, 1 Peter 4:2-4

3. Be Reverent to God- 1 Peter 1:17

4. Be Knowledgable of the Cost of our Salvation -           
1 Peter 1:18-21
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HOLY BIRTH 
1 Peter 1:22-25

The Phrase -- “Born again”
! Peter uses the phrase in the first epistle to describe ! the experience that 
! Christians have had when they gave their life to Christ.  They were “born anew or 
! again.”  1 Peter 1:3, 23
! !
! 1 Peter 1:23 - This was something that happened to them in the past, that has 
! a continuing impact upon their present.  There is a passive since to !this in that 
! God did this for them. They were rebirth through the power of the Spirit.  Could 
! not do this by themselves, they had to submit to God.  
! ! Col. 2:11-13 - “powerful working of God”
! 1 Peter 1:22 - Yet they were also active in this process as well, in that they, 
! “Purified their souls through obedience to the truth.” 
! ! Truth is not just a set of objective principles to be believed, it is 
! ! a set of principles and teachings to be acted upon and lived out.  
! ! We do truth as well as believe truth. 

Humanity is in Need of a New Birth - 1 Peter 1:24
• “all flesh is as grass” - Isaiah 40:6
• Frailties and failures of man are pictured.
• We do not just need a makeover or outward cleansing, 
we need a complete re-birth.

It Comes through the Word of God - 1 Peter 1:23
! Luke 8:11, James 1:21, 1 Peter 1:22
! 1 Peter 3:21, John 3:3-5, Titus 3:4-6, Romans 6:3-6, 
! Acts 2:38

It Results in a Changed Life - 1 Peter 1:22
! 1 John 3:5-10 - A pure, obedient life.
! John 13:34-35
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HOLY PRIESTS
1 Peter 2:1-12

Living and Rejected Stone - Jesus Christ - 1 Peter 2:4
! He is the Chief Cornerstone from which the whole 
! building is aligned and founded upon.  ! ! !  
            Ephesians 2:19-22
!
! Christians, as blocks in the building, erect a holy 
! temple unto God -- The Church.

Christians are Described as . . . 
! “spiritual house” (v. 5)
! “holy priesthood” (v. 5)
! “chosen race” (v. 9)
! “royal priesthood” (v. 9)
! “holy nation” (v. 9)
! “his own possession” (v. 9)

Our Purpose
! Be built as a Holy Temple (v. 5)
! Offer Spiritual Sacrifices (v. 5)
! Proclaim His Praises (v. 9)
! Live with Honorable Conduct (v. 12)
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HOLY CITIZENS  
1 Peter 2:13-22

The Context: 1 Peter 2:12 - 3:7
! Key focus is 2:12 - “keep your conduct among the Gentiles ! honorable . . .”
! ! 2:13-17 - Conduct as Citizens
! ! 2:18-20 - Conduct as Slaves
! ! 3:1-7 ! - Conduct as Spouses
!     Inspiration and Example -- Jesus 2:21-25

1 Peter 2:13-17 
! The early Christian lived at a time when they were looked down upon with 
! suspicion.  Peter is going to give them this counsel when they are being 
! persecuted and subject to ostracism and prejudice.
!
! Peter’s Point:  Freedom in Christ involves the restraints of submission and  
           service. 
! ! Just because the government or culture says it is permissible 
! ! doesn’t mean it is right in God’s site.  We should never use our 
! ! freedom to trample over someone else.  We are not to flaunt !our freedom. 

1 Peter 2:18-20
 ! The economy of ancient times depended upon slavery.  In the NT the question is 
! not “how to end slavery,” but “how should a slave live and deal with the situation.”  
! God gives every person dignity and worth.  Christ’s death was for the slave and 
! master.    ! Note:  Peter’s use of the term ‘gracious.’ which comes from the 
! ! idea of the “grace” of God.  Peter also uses the term, “mindful of God.”  
! ! These slaves need to be considering what God would want them to do.  
 ! Peter’s Point:  Do what is right in the face of unjust treatment.  Evil actions are 
! ! never justified or rationalized.

1 Peter 2:21-25
! The citizen’s and the slave’s vulnerability and unjust treatment leads Peter’s 
! mind to the cross.  We are to follow his steps, which suggests a child 
! painstakingly and clumsily tracing out letters.  
! Peter’s Point:  Christ is to be our motivation and inspiration.  !  !
! ! Isaiah 53, Statement of Christ’s vicarious atonement
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HOLY MARRIAGES 
1 Peter 3:1-7

*A great resource for this lesson is the book Love and Respect by Emerson 
Eggerichs.

I.  Holy Wives - 1 Peter 3:1-6
• Submission

• It is not merely outward, but is a result of a submissive spirit. 
• It is larger than just obeying a husband during a difficult family 

decision.
• In this passage it involves a wife’s adornment, spirit, and respect 

for her husband. 
• Peter’s concern is the salvation of the husband. 

• Inward Beauty
• Roman women went to elaborate expenses and excess.
• A Christian’s focus should be on the inward beauty.

• Gentle and Quiet Spirit
• This is the opposite of a disrespectful, nagging wife.

II. Holy Husbands - 1 Peter 3:7
• Understanding

• Literally “knowledge to know them.”
• Men need to study their wives and seek to understand them.
• Listening is a key skill.

• Honor
• Peter says the wife is the “weaker vessel.”  This is certainly not in 

worth, but may be in reference to them physically, emotionally, or 
to their vulnerability to the husband.  

• Wives are to be treated as special and precious.  Eph. 5:28-33
• Spiritual Leadership

• You are co-heirs of the grace of life.  The husband should serve as 
the leading instrument in the wive’s spiritual growth.  

• A man’s prayers can be hindered if he is not treating his wife 
properly. 
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HOLY SUFFERING 
1 Peter 3 and 4

I.  Suffering is to be Expected
•  1 Peter 3:9, 14; 4:4, 12, 16
•  What types of suffering will we experience?

•  Evil (3:9), Reviling (3:9), Insults (4:14), Harm 
(3:13), Ridicule (4:4), Fiery Trial (4:12)

II. We must Identify with Jesus
• 1 Peter 2:21-24, 3:14-16, 17, 21-22; 4:1, 13

• The Apostles saw suffering as an opportunity to 
relate to Jesus.  
• Acts 5:40-42, Romans 5:1-5, Phil. 3:9-10, Col. 

1:23-25
• Jesus should be our inspiration and hope (1 Peter 

2:21-25).

III. Holy Suffering Requires Right Actions
• Blessing instead of reviling - 1 Pet. 3:9, Mat. 5:11, 

Rom. 12:14-15
• Be ready to give your defense - 1 Pet. 3:15
• Do right - 1 Pet. 3:11, 14, 17; 4:2, 15-16
• See your suffering as an opportunity to give God glory 

- 1 Pet. 4:13-16
• Trust our souls to God - 1 Pet. 4:19

!
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HOLY STEWARDS
1 Peter 4:7-11

1.  Recognize the End is at Hand (4:7)
• Understanding the Context 1Peter 4:1-6
• 1 Thess. 5; 2 Peter 3, Titus 2:13, Rev. 22:20, Mat. 25:1-13
• NT doctrine is not that Jesus is returning, but that He is returning 

soon. 
• Therefore . . . 

• Be self-controlled and of sound judgment for the purpose of 
prayers (2 Peter 3:11). 
• Our lives and our worship is serious business. 

2.  Love One Another (4:8-9)
• “Above everything, keep your love for one another at full strength.”
• “Love covers a multitude of sins.”

• Not to condone immorality, but love is the grease of our 
relationships.

• Eph. 4:31-32, Love compels favor and love.
• Show hospitality without grumbling. 

3.  Serve for the Glory of God (4:10-11)
• Each has received a gift, use it to serve. 

• Rom. 12:6-8, 1 Cor. 12:7-11, Eph. 4:11
• “Manager” - Luke 16:1-9
• We serve for God and by His strength.

• Mat. 25:31-46
• The goal is for Christ to get the glory.

• Because all glory belong to Him.
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HOLY SHEPHERDS
1 Peter 5:1-6

1.  Examples
• 1 Peter 5:1-6

• “elders among you”
• “witness of the sufferings of Christ”
• “partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed.”
• “being examples to the flock”

2.  Servants
• A shepherd is a servant.

• “shepherd the flock of God” (5:2)
• John 10:10-15
• Concerned for souls!  Heb. 13:17
• More concerned with members than programs.

• Exercising oversight (i.e. authority)

3.  Attitude
• 1 Peter 5:1-6

• This passage focuses on the attitude of the shepherd throughout.  
• “not under compulsion, but willing”
• “eagerly, not domineering”
• “clothe yourselves, all of you with humility”

4.  Reward
• 1 Peter 5:4

• An elder is an under-shepherd, He has a stewardship.
• They will be rewarded in eternity. 
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HOLY FORTRESSES
1 Peter 5:5-14

How do we stand firm in the faith?  

Peter was concerned that the trials and suffering would cause these 
Christians to leave the faith.  He closes with how Christians can be a 
holy fortress.  

1.  Humility Before God (1 Peter 5:5-6)

2.  Serenity in God (1 Peter 5:7)

3.  Resistant toward Satan (1 Peter 5:8-9)

4.  Humility, Serenity, and Resistance Produce Holy 
Fortresses (1 Peter 5:10-12)
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