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Lesson 1 - Introduction to Church History

General Outline of our study. -- See Table of Contents

1. What do you want to learn about church history?
2. Have you studied church history before?
3. Why should we study church history?

 Your thoughts?

 1.  It is our linage.
 2.  It helps in understanding the Bible.
 3.  It helps in understanding the value of truth and the ease it is to 

     depart from Apostolic doctrine.
4.  Confirms NT teachings (especially the early writers)
5.  We learn from the writings and insights of others. 
 Isn’t it a bit arrogant not to want to learn from men who 

studied and commented on Scripture years ago. 
 6.  It helps in understanding today’s religious world.
 7.  It helps in distinguishing from the eternal and the cultural aspects 

     of the faith.
 8.  It is inspiring to learn of these faithful men and women.
 9.  It teaches us the failures of humanity and man’s propensity for extremes.
 10.  It motivates us to leave a grand legacy of truth and faith.  

My philosophy on the class:
 I will give you some key names and dates, but that is not where I plan 

to spend the most time.  I want to spend time telling stories and 
examining key issues and individuals as they relate to us, even today. 

 This is a survey so it will be brief and naturally from our perspective in 
 churches of Christ in 2010.

 I am a learner.  I have a limited knowledge of this subject, which makes 
 teaching it dangerous.  I am growing in my knowledge, let’s grow together!

Let’s examine the primary source of Pliny’s Letter to Trajan and his reply in the 
time we have left.  We will study persecution next week.  
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Pliny the Younger was governor of Pontus/Bithynia from 111-113 AD. 
We have a whole set of exchanges of his letters with the emperor Trajan 
on a variety of administrative political matters. These two letters are the 
most famous, in which P. encounters Christianity for the first time.

PLINY, LETTERS 10.96-97
Pliny to the Emperor Trajan

It is my practice, my lord, to refer to you all matters concerning which I am in doubt. For who 
can better give guidance to my hesitation or inform my ignorance? I have never participated in 
trials of Christians. I therefore do not know what offenses it is the practice to punish or 
investigate, and to what extent. And I have been not a little hesitant as to whether there should be 
any distinction on account of age or no difference between the very young and the more mature; 
whether pardon is to be granted for repentance, or, if a man has once been a Christian, it does 
him no good to have ceased to be one; whether the name itself, even without offenses, or only 
the offenses associated with the name are to be punished.

Meanwhile, in the case of those who were denounced to me as Christians, I have observed the 
following procedure: I interrogated these as to whether they were Christians; those who 
confessed I interrogated a second and a third time, threatening them with punishment; those who 
persisted I ordered executed. For I had no doubt that, whatever the nature of their creed, 
stubbornness and inflexible obstinacy surely deserve to be punished. There were others 
possessed of the same folly; but because they were Roman citizens, I signed an order for them to 
be transferred to Rome.

Soon accusations spread, as usually happens, because of the proceedings going on, and several 
incidents occurred. An anonymous document was published containing the names of many 
persons. Those who denied that they were or had been Christians, when they invoked the gods in 
words dictated by me, offered prayer with incense and wine to your image, which I had ordered 
to be brought for this purpose together with statues of the gods, and moreover cursed Christ--
none of which those who are really Christians, it is said, can be forced to do--these I thought 
should be discharged. Others named by the informer declared that they were Christians, but then 
denied it, asserting that they had been but had ceased to be, some three years before, others many 
years, some as much as twenty-five years. They all worshipped your image and the statues of the 
gods, and cursed Christ.

They asserted, however, that the sum and substance of their fault or error had been that they were 
accustomed to meet on a fixed day before dawn and sing responsively a hymn to Christ as to a 
god, and to bind themselves by oath, not to some crime, but not to commit fraud, theft, or 
adultery, not falsify their trust, nor to refuse to return a trust when called upon to do so. When 
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this was over, it was their custom to depart and to assemble again to partake of food--but 
ordinary and innocent food. Even this, they affirmed, they had ceased to do after my edict by 
which, in accordance with your instructions, I had forbidden political associations. Accordingly, I 
judged it all the more necessary to find out what the truth was by torturing two female slaves 
who were called deaconesses. But I discovered nothing else but depraved, excessive superstition.

I therefore postponed the investigation and hastened to consult you. For the matter seemed to me 
to warrant consulting you, especially because of the number involved. For many persons of every 
age, every rank, and also of both sexes are and will be endangered. For the contagion of this 
superstition has spread not only to the cities but also to the villages and farms. But it seems 
possible to check and cure it. It is certainly quite clear that the temples, which had been almost 
deserted, have begun to be frequented, that the established religious rites, long neglected, are 
being resumed, and that from everywhere sacrificial animals are coming, for which until now 
very few purchasers could be found. Hence it is easy to imagine what a multitude of people can 
be reformed if an opportunity for repentance is afforded.

Trajan to Pliny
You observed proper procedure, my dear Pliny, in sifting the cases of those who had been 
denounced to you as Christians. For it is not possible to lay down any general rule to serve as a 
kind of fixed standard. They are not to be sought out; if they are denounced and proved guilty, 
they are to be punished, with this reservation, that whoever denies that he is a Christian and 
really proves it--that is, by worshiping our gods--even though he was under suspicion in the past, 
shall obtain pardon through repentance. But anonymously posted accusations ought to have no 
place in any prosecution. For this is both a dangerous kind of precedent and out of keeping with 
the spirit of our age.

[I was unsure of the origin of this file. Bob Edsall (redsall@voicenet.com) informs me that is 
originates with James O'Donnell's (jod@ccat.sas.upenn.edu) file at http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/
texts/pliny.html]
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Lesson 2 - Persecution in the Early Church

[We are beginning with 100 a.d., since most of the rest of our study as a church 
focuses on the early church history recorded in the NT.  But we will be relying on 

this knowledge throughout.]

First Period of Persecution:  60 – 218
 Here are some key events and individuals. 

64  Nero Burns Rome
70  The Destruction of Jerusalem
81  Domitian Persecution Begins
98  Trajan Persecution Begins
108  Martyrdom of Ignatius
117  Hadrian Persecution Begins
130  Conversion of Justin Martyr
138  Antoninus Pius Persecution Begins
150   Clement of Alexandria Is Born
153   Justin Martyr Writes First Apology
155    Martyrdom of Polycarp
160   Justin Writes Dialogue with Trypho
161   Marcus Aurelius Persecution Begins
165    Martyrdom of Justin
178   Irenaeus Is Bishop of Lyon
178   Celsus Writes True Reason
185   Iraneaus Writes Against Heresies
185   Origen Is Born
189   Clement of Alexandria Begins to Write
193    Septimius Severus Persecution Begins
197    Tertullian Begins to Write
211    Caracalla Persecution Begins

First Era of Peace – 218 – 249
 
 220  Origen begins to write. 

Second Period of Persecution:  249 – 260

250  Decius begins empire-wide persecution
 257  Valerian persecution begins

Second Era of Peace – 260 – 302
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 260  Eusebius is born
264 Councils at Antioch

Great Persecution – 302 – 311

303  The Great Persecution begins
311  Edict of Toleration
312  Battle of Milvian Bridge
313  Edict of Milan
315  Arian controversy begins

What you need to remember:

 Several factors in persecution:
  -Christianity’s growth amongst the slaves and poor.
  -The mysterious elements of Christianity. 
       Accused of: 

Incest (because called brother and sister) 
Sexual orgies (because met in secret, at night, and private)
Cannibals (Lord’s Supper)
Rebellion (because they called Jesus King)

  -Connected with fire of Rome b/c they said the world would be 
  burned with fire. 

  -As Rome declined there was a belief that it was doing so 
  because the ancient gods were not being reverenced, thus the 
  emperors sought to punish all those who did not worship the 
  gods.  Christians called “atheists.”

 Nero’s and Domitian’s (60-96) persecutions were more local and not 
empire wide.  

Pliny’s and Trajan’s exchange of letters -  see copy above. 

 Marcus Aurelius does more persecution for example:
  pg. 43-45 of North

 Polycarp’s Martydom by Fire in 155 – Amphitheatre at Smyrna
   “86 years I have served Him, He has done me nothing 

but good; and how could I curse Him, My Lord and 
Savior.”
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 The Great Persecution – 302 – 311 (fully stopped by 323)
  This involved the destruction of church buildings, burning 

Bibles, and hunting out Christians.  It was empire wide.  The 
 governors in the areas effected the proceedings.

  
 We do not know the number of Christians that were persecuted.  We 

do know that many denied the faith, Christians met in secret, and many 
died. 
  
Tertullian – who lived during them said thus, “The blood of the 

martyrs is the seed of the church.”

Revelation 2:10
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Lesson 3 - Organizational Changes in the Early Church

Changes in the organizational structure came very soon.
! Acts 20:28-33

A.  The New Testament plan - Plurality of elders assisted by deacons in 
each church.  The office of elders/bishops,overseers was one / equal in 
authority and place.  (It is not our purpose to study this point, but here 
are some references.  Phil. 1:1, 1 Peter 5:1-5, 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1)

B. A single bishop over a church.
1. This developed late first century and grew in the second century.
2. Ignatius of Antioch  - (North - p. 50-52)

i. In his letters, Bishop is always singular / presbyters always 
plural.

ii. He was the Bishop of Antioch
iii. He argued:

i. Single bishop represented the unity of the church
ii. Kept doctrine and membership properly

i. Must approve baptism, Lord Supper, etc. 
iii. Officiate during worship
iv. Bishop (authority figure) - The church needs someone 

to look to for authority, like we had Jesus and the 
Apostles.

C. Apostolic Succession
1. Bishops of churches founded by the Apostles were said to be the 

“depository of apostolic tradition.”  Thus, the teachers of true 
doctrine.

D. A Distinction between Clergy and Laity
1. Idea was borrowed from OT Practice of priests.
2. This is accompanied with a priestly view of the ministry.

1. Bishops had to officiate at worship (Lord’s Supper, Prayers), 
and set requirements for restoration. The bishops in a sense 
were the church and “if anyone was not with the bishop he is 
not in the church.”
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E. Episcopal (by a Bishop) Ordination (early 3rd century)
1. This is the power to confer an ecclesiastical office through 

ordination.

F. A differentiation in the rank of Bishops (3rd and 4th century)
1. At the lowest level were Bishops in country churches - 

chorepiscopoi  (country bishops)
2. At the next level were Metropolitans - Bishops in capital cities
3. Highest level - Apostolic church Bishops - these were in churches 

that dated to the time of the Apostles.  They were Rome, 
Constantinople, Antioch, Jerusalem, and Ephesus, etc.)

a. There will be a power struggle eventually between these 
churches for pre-eminence. 

b. As time goes on leaders of large districts are called 
“patriarchs” or “chief fathers.”  At first there were only three:  
Rome, Antioch, and Alexandria, later Jerusalem and 
Constantinople.

G. The use of councils and synods
1. When various problems and issues would arise the Bishops and 

Presbyters would meet and discuss them.  This gave rise to the 
calling of occasional conventions.  These became ruling body 
meetings that happened regularly.  They were presided over by the 
bishops from the chief churches. 

2. Then the position of president of the council soon began to be 
regarded as an office within itself.  Up till the fourth century these 
were held in various provinces and regions.  Ruling presidents 
were called the Metropolitans.  The first general council was called 
in 325 A.D. by Constantine.

!
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Lesson 4 - Doctrinal Controversies in the Early Church

“The pressure of persecution from the state (an exterior threat), and the 
pressure of heresy (an interior threat) lead to several developments.  The 
church’s answer to this dual problem was three-pronged:  changes in the 
office of the bishop, development of a creed, and a creation of a canon of 
sacred writings.”

A.  Organizational changes -- See notes from last week.
B.  Development of doctrine and a creed -- Tonight’s lesson
C.  Canon of sacred writings -- How we got the Bible - (a separate study)

Key Doctrinal Controversies

Notice the danger of extremes
! This is a reoccurring theme down through Christianity and still 
! plagues us today. 

Notice how these issues have affected us today. 

! [Sorry, but these words are tough and confusing, but we have to use 
some terms that we are not familiar with hearing]

A. Gnosticism
1) Began at the end of the first century.  Col. 2, 1 John 1 
2) Dualistic - Good and Evil forces fighting  - Spirit Good / Matter 

evil
3) Various interpretations, but in them Jesus is stripped of his deity. 

a. Divine God would never die on cross
b. Either came at baptism and left before crucifixion
c. Or not really a man, just took on the semblance of a man 

B. Dynamic Monarchianism
1)  Only one God, therefore Jesus is only human, except for the fact that 

the power of God dwelt in him.  Jesus was adopted by God.  
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B. Modalist Monarchianism
1)  One God who manifested himself under various modes.  Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit.  One at a time as temporary and successive 
expressions.    Called “Sabellians”

2) With this view the Father suffered on the cross. 

D. Trinity  
1)  Tertullian and Hippolytus of Rome as well as earlier Apologists 

formulated the doctrine of the Trinity.
2) Christ is one in essence with God, yet a separate and distinct 

personality. 
3) Tertullian - 3 persons in 1 Substance --  “a Trinity of essence.”!
4)  Origen in the East said, “3 beings in 1 Essence”

E.  Baptism
1)  Pouring permitted in the early 2nd Century for one on his sickbed, 

but normal practice was immersion.  Tertullian said 3 times (for trinity)
2) It’s purpose was for the remission of sins, hence it became common 

for folks to put it off till later in life.  
3) Infant baptism became common in the 3rd century.  Tertullian would 

condemn the practice.  
4) The struggled on how to deal with people restoring or rededicating 

their life.  Should their be penance or a period of retribution before 
they were accepted back into the church and they were forgiven. 

 
F.  Arianism

1)  From Alexandria.  Taught that Christ was a created being.  There was 
a time when he was not.  He was divine, but properly speaking 
neither God nor man. 

2) This is a huge controversy, and is still discussed some today in 
various ways. 

J. Athanasius
1)  Deacon at the church were he was a presbyter emphasized that 

Christ was eternally preexistent with the Father.  Only if Jesus was 
fully divine would salvation be complete.

2) This lead to the Council and Creed of Nicaea called by Constantine.
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a. The council will declare that Christ is fully God.  This is why Dan 
Brown’s Da Vinci Code was wrong in that he stated that 
Constantine and the Council declared Christ divine when the 
early church only saw him as human.  Garbage!  The council 
was declaring him as fully God to stop heretical teaching stating 
otherwise.  

K.  Augustine vs. Pelagius!
      
     1).  Augustine - worked in Rome.  HUGELY IMPORTANT

a.  Formulated and taught:  hereditary nature of original sin, total 
human depravity, and predestination.

b. He thus emphasized and taught infant baptism and saw proof for 
original sin in the practice of infant baptism already being used. 

c. He taught irresistible grace. 
d. Calvin and Luther carried Augustine’s teachings to their natural 

conclusions. 
e. He also developed a “JUST WAR” theology.  (See lesson 7)

2)  Pelagius
a. He reacted to the moral laxity in Rome which he blamed on the 

above teachings.
b. He defended the free will and wrote much about it.  He argued that 

man like Jesus did, could live a sinless life.  That sin was a choice 
that we choose to do.    An ascetic (denied self fleshly things) who 
denied the doctrine of original sin. 

Primarily in the East - Constantinople

G.  Further controversies regarding the deity of Christ:
! Nestorianism,  Eutychianism,  The Monophysites

  This lead to more councils and decisions.  Which generally prevailed with 
viewing Christ as both human and divine.  
! Arianism overemphasized the subordinate nature of Christ.
! Apollinariusm reacted by minimizing his humanity.
! Nestorianism responded by further undermining his deity.
         Monphysitism reacted by reducing His humanity. 
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H.  Ultimately these issues found their orthodox conclusion and the view       
      that is true and upheld by Christians through the centuries in a  
      statement by Bishop Leo from Rome.  He said the following:  
! Jesus was 100% God and 100% Man and there was no problem 
      between these two positions.  “Very God and very man; union!”

I.  The Nicene Creed - 
1. The council of Nicaea which met in 325 was a general council called 

by Constantine.  He called for all the Bishops to assemble. 318 men 
came, but only 6 were from western churches.  

2. This is an important event because:
a.It was the first attempt at a universal gathering of church 

representatives.
b.It marked an important stage in the union of the church and the 

empire.
c.It produced the first general creed as a test of fellowship.
d.It issued disciplinary decisions for the church including the date for 

Easter.  
3. Here is the Nicene Creed - this chart compares the 325 and 381 

additions.

First Council of Nicea (325) First Council of Constantinople (381)
We believe in one God, the Father 
Almighty, Maker of all things visible and 
invisible.

We believe in one God, the Father 
Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, begotten of the Father [the 
only-begotten; that is, of the essence of 
the Father, God of God], Light of Light, 
very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the 
Father;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of the 
Father before all worlds (æons), Light 
of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father;

By whom all things were made [both in 
heaven and on earth];

by whom all things were made;
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Who for us men, and for our salvation, 
came down and was incarnate and was 
made man;

who for us men, and for our salvation, 
came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man;

He suffered, and the third day he rose 
again, ascended into heaven;

he was crucified for us under Pontius 
Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, 
and the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on 
the right hand of the Father;

From thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.

from thence he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Ghost. And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and 
Giver of life, who proceedeth from the 
Father, who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, who spake by the prophets.
In one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church; we acknowledge one baptism 
for the remission of sins; we look for 
the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

[But those who say: 'There was a time 
when he was not;' and 'He was not 
before he was made;' and 'He was 
made out of nothing,' or 'He is of 
another substance' or 'essence,' or 'The 
Son of God is created,' or 'changeable,' 
or 'alterable'—they are condemned by 
the holy catholic and apostolic Church.]
[edit]
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Lesson 5:  The Development of Monasticism and the Papacy

Edict of Toleration - 313 - Constantine - Legalized Christianity.
! Ramifications were great!
! ! -Masses convert to Christianity.! ! !
! ! -Moral purity plummets.
! ! -State and Church are merged.
! ! -Power and Authority become an even more significant part of 
! ! ! the church.
! ! -Church moves from secret to public.  From homes to buildings.
! ! -Allows for the completion of the canon and copying of 
! ! ! Scriptures. 

! ! -Our two areas we will discuss tonight come from this 
! ! ! watershed event. 

1 Timothy 4:1-5

Why did monasticism become popular?

1.  Scriptural passages taken to an ultra-literal sense. 
2. Influence of Greek Philosophy (Gnosticism also) - “Flesh was evil”
3. The need to prove your faith (to truly die to self).  Heros of the 

church were the martyrs, now it will become the monks. 
4. A reaction to the moral laxity and general decline in Christian 

values, morals, and commitment.  
5. It allowed for the laity a way to express their faith.  

Some thoughts on it. 

A.  It will begin as an individual practice, but will lead to communal 
      dwellings.   It starts with men only, but quickly includes women as nuns.  

B. It expresses itself in various forms.  At first very privately and reclusive.  
It the East it gets more private, mystic, and ascetic.  In the West it turns 
more into social causes, missionary zeal, and communal dwellings.  
Various orders are developed over the centuries. 
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C. The key requirements:

• Vows of poverty -- total denial to worldly things
• Vows of celibacy -- sex and fleshly desires are evil
• Asceticism - Denial of fleshly things, Often involves self-inflicted 

pain and torture. 
• Spiritual victory over physical existence 
• Hermit’s life - very modest
• Long periods of time in prayer and fasting
• Vows of obedience / submission 

D. It will have profound and far reaching effects upon church history. 
• Carry Roman Catholicism throughout the world 

• Dominican and Franciscan monks
• Scholars and copyist.  

• We do owe a debt to them in terms of literature and text 
preservation.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When did the papacy get started?

A.  Though Roman Catholics claim that Peter was the first Pope, the NT  
      certainly does not teach such.  

B.  Remember the lesson on Church organization.
! Term “papa, Pope” - means father in Latin. 
! Technically all Bishops had this term applied to them. 

C.  There emerged overtime five leading Bishops / Churches of power. (325 
a.d.)

• Jerusalem, Antioch, Constantinople, Rome, and Alexandria
• Rome always claimed primacy.

• political and historical factors made this a powerful claim.
• Throughout out the 300 - 500s these five competed for 

supremacy and power. 
• It came down to Rome and Constantinople
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• 588 A.D. - John the Faster of Constantinople claimed title, 
“Universal Bishop of the church”

• Gregory the Great, the Bishop of Rome (590-604) is 
generally considered the first pope in that he was the first 
person to function with the respect and authority of a modern 
pope.  He believed that the Bishop of Rome was the primate 
of all the churches and responsible for the government of the 
universal church.  He  believed that all bishop and patriarch 
must answer to Rome if guilty of heresy or disobedience to 
the church.    

• Gregory was a very influential leader both in the church and 
politically.  See p. 59 - Ferguson

• In 606 A.D. the emperor took the title away from 
Constantinople and conferred it on the Bishop of Rome, then 
Boniface III.  

Though they at first seemed to be opposed in some ways monks and the 
organized church learned to work together and compromised.  The 
doctrines of penance and purgatory later came to serve as equalizers:  for 
pleasures in this life there was purifying punishment, and for austerity in 
this life there was escape from the fires of the intermediate state after 
death.  (Ferguson p. 65). 

What lessons can we learn from all of this?
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Lesson 6 - The Church during the Middle Ages
From 600s - 1200s

A. The Papacy during these years.

1. The papacy would fluctuate in power depending upon the pope at the time.  
Their personality, focus, leadership, and desires.  Also political situations in the 
nation states affected their power.    You will have strong and weak popes.

2. The pope will become an office with both religious and political (temporal, state) 
powers.  

a. Coronation of Charlemagne - Pope Leo III crowned Charlemagne on 
Christmas day 800 a.d. as emperor of Rome.  He was also the King of the 
Franks. This event will be used later by the Papacy to support their claims at 
being able to install civil leaders. 

b. Kings / State officials often controlled or installed Bishops / Archbishops, etc.
c. The competition for political power and authority often caused conflicts 

between the Pope and state officials in Germany, France, England, and Italy.   
Popes sometimes had to resort to outside leaders to secure strength and 
safety from Italian leaders in Rome.

3.  The Story of Formosus (891-896)  (p. 201 - North)
a.         Corrupt pope. 
b.         Body exhumed and judged posthumously.  

4.  The Office becomes one that is hotly contested for and often installed by state 
leaders.   p. 202 - North
a.          At one time there were even three men who claimed to be the pope with    

                  each having a church in Rome. 
5. The period known as the “pornocracy” (900 - 1100).

a.          John XII - Most immoral pope in History
! ! Others were known for sexual sins.
6.  1000 - 1200 time frame there became many problems with simony, clerical marriage, 

nepotism, and corruption in general. 
a.           Innocent III (1198 -1216) -  Most powerful pope, maybe ever
b.           He had power in the East through the Crusades which conquered    

Constantinople.  His protege’ Frederick II became the Holy Roman Emperor.  
He Kings Peter of Argon and John of England were forced to acknowledge 
their kingdoms as fiefs (owned by the Pope) of the Pope.  He stated he was 
the vicar of the King of kings and Lord of lords and that the Pope had 
authority over not only the church, but also the whole world. 
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B.  The Increase in False Doctrine

1.  During the middle ages the following false teachings developed.  
2. Fourth Lateran Council of 1215 and the rule of Innocent III was a significant council 

on doctrine.  The doctrine of transubstantiation approved.   And though many of the 
Popes were corrupt morally, they still upheld and taught “true doctrine” in the Catholic 
view so their announcements and teachings are upheld. 

3. Here are the doctrines:
a. Holy Water - specially blessed by the Priest
b. Penance - the infliction of punishment in expiation of sin and as evidence of one’s 

penitence.
c. Latin Mass
d. Images of saints and martyrs
e. Extreme unction - anointing the body of those thought to be dying.
f. Purgatory - “is the condition or process of purification in which the souls of 

those who die in a state of grace are made ready for Heaven.”
g. Instrumental music - begun in 600s, not used or approved much until the 

900-1200 time frame.
h. Transubstantiation - By prayer of pope or priest the bread and wine are said to 

turn literally into the blood and body of Christ during communion. 
i. Celibacy - pope and priests forbidden to marry. 
j. Indulgences - Sins / penance taken care of through the prayers, benevolent gifts, 

or other forms of devotion and self-sacrifice.
k. Auricular confession - sins had to  be confessed into the ear of a priest that they 

may be forgiven.
l. Sprinkling for baptism.  

“The church was unfavorably affected by the state of surrounding society, and often 
drawn into the current of prevailing immorality. Yet, upon the whole, she was a powerful 
barrier against vice, and the chief, if not the only promoter of education, virtue and piety 
in the dark ages. From barbaric and semi-barbaric material she had to build up the 
temple of a Christian civilization. She taught the new converts the Apostles’ Creed, the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments the best popular summaries of faith, piety, 
and duty. She taught them also the occupations of peaceful life. She restrained vice and 
encouraged virtue.  Great stress was laid on prayer and fasting, on acts of hospitality, 
charity, and benevolence, and on pilgrimages to sacred places. The rewards of heaven 
entered largely as an inducement for leading a virtuous and holy life; but it is far better 
that people should be good from fear of hell and love of heaven than ruin themselves by 
immorality and vice.”  - Phillip Schaff
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Lesson 7:  The Great Schism and the Crusades

The Eastern Church (lead from Constantinople)
! The controversy over icons.  700s - 900s
! ! a.  The muslims were growing and they attacked the Christians 
! !       as idolators. 
! ! b.  The issue involved the “veneration” (basically worship) of  
! !      icons.  Paintings, frescos, mosaics, bronze and ivory 
! !      carvings of Jesus, Mary, and Biblical scenes. !
! ! c.  This became a bitter contest that involved persecution.  The 
! !      monks and monasteries supported them along with the 
! !      common people while the leadership and Emperor opposed. 
! ! d.  7th Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 787 decided they could 
! !      be “venerated” but not worshipped. 

The Great Schism
! The Eastern and Western sections of the church had grown farther 
and farther apart through the years.  But they managed to maintain a level 
of communication and fellowship.  The big issue was that the East (known 
more as the Eastern Orthodox Church) never and still has not accepted the 
primacy of the Roman Pope.  
! Some differences:

a.  The west used unleavened bread, the east did not.
b.  The west encouraged fasting on Saturday.  (These first two were 

then used to accuse them of following the Old Law).  
c.  The west allowed the eating of strangled animals.
d.  The western churches forbad the singing of Alleluia during lent, b/c 

it was a time of mourning, while the east considered a joyous 
element always acceptable in worship.

e.  The western churches added the clause, “of the son” in reference 
to the Holy Spirit preceding from the Father. 

f.  The western church prohibited marriage of priests.

But the main issue was authority, power, and submission.  The East 
would not submit to Rome.  

In 1054, after sending 3 delegates to Constantinople who were not 
received, Pope Leo IX  excommunicates Cerularius (the patriarch of 
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Constantinople) and all those who follow him.  Four days later 
Cerularius returns the favor.  Not until 1965 were the 
excommunications withdrawn.  

The Crusades

The Crusades were a series of religiously-sanctioned military campaigns waged by 
much of Latin Christian Europe, particularly the Franks of France and the Holy Roman 
Empire. The specific crusades to restore Christian control of the Holy Land were fought 
over a period of nearly 200 years, between 1095 and 1291. Other campaigns in Spain 
and Eastern Europe continued into the 15th century. The Crusades were fought mainly 
against Muslims, although campaigns were also waged against pagan Slavs, Jews, 
Russian and Greek Orthodox Christians, Mongols, Cathars, Hussites, Waldensians, Old 
Prussians, and political enemies of the popes.[1] Crusaders took vows and were 
granted penance for past sins, often called an indulgence.

The Crusades originally had the goal of recapturing Jerusalem and the Holy Land from 
Muslim rule and were launched in response to a call from the Christian Byzantine 
Empire for help against the expansion of the Muslim Seljuk Turks into Anatolia. 

The Crusades had far-reaching political, economic, and social impacts, some of which 
have lasted into contemporary times. Because of internal conflicts among Christian 
kingdoms and political powers, some of the crusade expeditions were diverted from 
their original aim, such as the Fourth Crusade, which resulted in the sack of Christian 
Constantinople and the partition of the Byzantine Empire between Venice and the 
Crusaders. The Sixth Crusade was the first crusade to set sail without the official 
blessing of the Pope.[6] The Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Crusades resulted in Mamluk 
and Hafsid victories, as the Ninth Crusade marked the end of the Crusades in the 
Middle East.

! (Wikipedia)

Why did the Crusades happen?

1. Islam was divided and factious. 
2. Pilgrimage trips were occupying a large place in the church.
3. Dislike and animosity toward muslims.
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4. Renewed Christian devotion and energy which focused on the 
Crusades.

5. The Byzantine need for help against the Muslims.

Issues with the Crusades for discussion and personal thought.

! A.  Is there such a thing as “Christian Holy War”?

! They believed they were protected Christians in the area and also ensuring 
! ! Christian rights to the Holy Lands.  They were not forcing conversion.
! Is their a difference from Jihad?
! Augustine’s Just War Theory - It is permissible for a Christian to participate in war 
! ! but it must be based upon these principles:

1. Just cause (for good and just purposes, defensive in nature)
2. Just intention 
3. Last resort
4. A formal declaration by a government or authority
5. Limited objectives
6. Probability of success
7. Proportionate means (only use the force necessary)
8. Noncombatant immunity

B.  There were moral and ethical problems.
!
! Many of the soldiers were ex-convicts, poor, and peasants.  They committed 
! atrocities such as rape, looting, theft, murder, genocide, and conquest. 
! !
! The conquest of Jerusalem - (North p. 241) 
! It lead to the founding of military orders like the Knights Templar and Teutonic 
! ! Knights. 
! It played a great role in the increase in the indulgence system.  Which was one of 
! ! the main sparks of the reformation.
 !
C.  Tremendous cultural and economic impact.
! This opened the minds of European nobles and kings.
! It influenced them regarding Islam and Eastern culture.
! It began key trading routes and would be the economic foundation for the 
! ! Renaissance. 
! It weakened feudal and eventually papal strength.  
! Part of the impetus that lead to exploration and discovery of America.

D.  It possibly held back advance of Islam west.  
“Despite their numerous failures, it is certainly fair to say that the Crusades at least 
slowed the advance of Islamic armies into the Christian world. Had there been no 
Crusades it is difficult to see how Europe could have avoided complete conquest by 
the Ottoman Empire.  Would there have then been an Enlightenment, a Scientific 
Revolution, or an Industrial Revolution under an Islamic empire? It is interesting to 

!

  23



speculate, but we can, of course, never know. It seems certain, though, that 
without the Crusades, the world that we live in today would be different in almost 
every respect.”   
  Thomas Madden 
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Lesson 8

The Reformation and Martin Luther

What brought about the reformation?

1. The opening of thoughts, trade, and economic stimulus from the  
!     crusades. 
2.  The Renaissance in Europe.

a. The Renaissance was “a new birth” in learning and investigation 
of classical sources.  It was a rebirth in interest in ancient Greek 
and Roman cultures.  This involved reading the ancient 
documents and studying the ancient cultures then seeking to 
focus on new forms of art, architecture, and learning. 

b. This lead to interests in Biblical manuscripts and the first Greek 
New Testament by Erasmus based on the manuscripts.  

c. This lead to many new forms of art -- guys like Michelangelo, Da 
Vinci, etc. 

d. These men were primarily humanist in thought, not secular 
humanists like today, but more of a Christian humanist.  They 
focused and believed in human achievement.  

e. People started reading the Bible and comparing the present 
expression of religion and the Catholic church with the ideal 
presented in Scripture. 

3. The corruption in the Catholic Church with special disdain for the 
clergy and the Papacy.

a. The corruption had grown severe so that most all realized that 
something needed to be done.  Yet, the popes were focused on 
art, buildings, money, simony, pleasure, and power.  They were 
not interested in religious reform.

b. The clergy was composed of many who received their position as 
a title and through nepotism or simony.  Even poor peasants 
were put in as priests so that the nobles or bishops could 
maintain control.  So you had many paid clergy receiving good 
salaries, but doing little work with little education and training.  
The people looked down on their religious leaders. 

c. The Catholic church had become so focused on outward works 
as a means to righteousness.  Mere outward actions were 
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considered effective in conveying God’s grace.  External forms 
had taken over vital heart religion. 

i. Indulgences, Confession, Mass, Transubstantiation
ii. There was a growing desire for a personal union with God.

4. The invention of the printing press in 1455 by Gutenberg paved the 
way for the reformation.

5. A growing spirit of nationalism which also involved the desire for 
religious freedom.

Martin Luther was the spark that helped ignite the reformation.
! 1483-1546
!
•! His theology as a young man and view of God was extremely harsh 
and severe. He was constantly confessing sin and felt that he had to 
confess every sin that he had ever committed.  He struggled with his love 
for God and the goodness of a God that could require such demands and 
hold such standards.   
• His theology that he began to advocate after studying Scripture.

1. “Justification by grace through faith alone”  - Good works had 
no part in our salvation, but did follow or accompany one who is 
saved.   Repentance was an emphasis on an attitude of sorrow 
for sin, not a demand to do works of penance. 

2. The universal priesthood of all believers.
• All callings in life are sacred. Everyone can serve God. 

3. Baptism for forgiveness of sins and Lord’s supper were the two 
key “sacraments”

4. He taught that the Christian should submit to the government.
5. He taught that the authority was in scripture, but sadly he erred 

in giving men freedom to do anything that was not expressly 
forbidden in the New Testament.  

6. He did allow for infant baptism, though it represents a conflict 
with his teachings on faith.  

• Oct. 31, 1517 - Nailed 95 theses to the door of the church in 
Wittenberg, Germany.
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• His “Diet in Worms” -- (His trial)
“Unless I am convinced by proofs from Scripture or by plain and clear reasons and 
arguments, I can and will not retract, for it is neither safe nor wise to do anything against 
conscience. Here I stand. I can do no other. God help me. Amen.”   -Martin Luther, when 
asked to renounce his beliefs at the Diet of Worms on April 18, 1521

! It was opened in Jan., 1521, by Holy Roman Emperor Charles V . The diet took 
up the question of the recalcitrant behavior of Martin Luther . Charles was induced to 
summon Luther, who arrived at Worms under a safe-conduct on Apr. 16. At the diet 
Luther was asked if he would retract his teachings condemned by the pope. After a 
day's meditation he refused. For a week various theologians argued with him, but he 
would not retire from his ground. According to tradition Luther ended his defense on Apr. 
18 with the words, "Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God help me. Amen." Finally, 
on Apr. 26, the emperor, seeing that the dispute was fruitless, ordered Luther to leave 
the city. He was formally declared an outlaw in the Edict of Worms (May 25); the lines of 
the Reformation were thereby hardened. (http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/
Diet_of_Worms.aspx)

• His movement is heavily tied to German nobility who were supporting 
him and had political motives.  

• A great supplement to this lesson is watching the recent movie, 
Luther released in 2003.  It is accurate for the most part and gives 
you a good dramatic sense for the reformation climate and culture.  It 
also gives you a tremendous appreciation for the faith and courage of 
Luther.  It is available for $1 a night at Movie Gallery. 
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Lesson 9:
The Reformation:  Zwingli, Calvin, Anabaptist

I.  Three primary reformation movements
A.  Luther - Germany
B.  Zwingli and Calvin - Switzerland
C.  Anabaptist - Radical Reformation - Europe (move to Holland b/c of 

Persecution.

II.  Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531)
A.  Also a Catholic Priest who was influenced by humanism and   

Erasmus.  Committed fornication and had an illegitimate son.
B.  Began expository preaching (preaching through the NT texts) and 

learned that the church of the Bible was far different from the modern 
church. 

C.  He fought in wars early on and would die fighting the Catholics in 
battle.  Actually protestant and catholic armies raised and fought 
against each other in Switzerland. 

D.  Him and Luther worked some together though they disagreed on the 
following.:
1.Zwingli saw the Lord’s Supper as simply a memorial.
2.Luther saw it as the physical body of Christ still being present, but 

not Mass or Transubstantiation as the Catholics taught.
3.Zwingli believed that every practice that is not expressly 

commanded in the NT should be abolished.  He returned to a 
simple worship service -- No relics, altars, choirs, candles, organs,    
robes, and walls were whitewashed. 

4.While, Luther believed that what was not expressly forbidden was 
permitted. 

E.He stressed the doctrine of the Sovereignty of God and predestination 
that lead to an emphasis on the “invisible church”.  He did not place an 
emphasis upon baptism or Lord’s Supper. He practiced infant baptism. 

III.  John Calvin (1509-1564)
A. He follows Zwingli and will do most of his work from Geneva, 

Switzerland, though he is french himself. 
B. Second generation reformer.  His work involves systematization, 

organization, and internationalization of the reform.
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1. His classic work - Institutes of the Christian Religion
2. His Doctrine known as Calvinism was not original to him, but 

rather was logically laid forth and explained by him.  It came from 
Augustine, Zwingli and others.  It has at its foundation a 
tremendously high view of the Sovereignty of God and a very low 
few of man.  
a) T - Total Depravity.
b) U - Unconditional Election
c) L - Limited Atonement
d) I - Irresistible Grace
e) P - Perseverance of the Saints (once saved, always saved)

3. Human merit and works have no value in saving man.  God 
determined salvation based upon his mercy and grace.  Calvin 
denied the right of reason to judge this doctrine, God is just in who 
he is.  Man because of the fall is incapable of understanding.  The 
visible church is identified by the preaching of the Word and 
administering of holy sacraments like baptism and Lord’s Supper. 

4. Calvin would contribute much in the way of Church organization 
and church discipline. 
a) He instituted a presbyterian - plurality of elders to rule the 

church.  
b) He also had a consistory, which was made up of ministers who 

heard all cases of church discipline.  Their role was to oversee 
the lives of Christians.  They would discipline Christians 
included excommunication.  Geneva received the reputation of 
being an urban model of Christian lifestyle. 

5. Calvin’s teachings will and continue to have tremendous influence. 
a) Much of the modern day mainline denominations trace their 

lineage and doctrine back to Calvin (Presbyterian-being the 
chief).  

IV.  The Anabaptists
A. This group began through the influence of Zwingli in Switerland, but 

would quickly become their own movement.  Called Anabaptists, 
because they believed in rebaptism for adults who were baptized as 
babies.  They believed in believers baptism. 

B. They were persecuted by both the Catholics and Lutherans for their 
opposition to infant baptism and allowance of polygamy. 
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C. The Mennoites, Menno Simons (1496-1561) would lead the group 
that eventually took his name, and groups like the Amish would come 
from this heritage. 

D. Modern baptist did not come from this group, but from English 
Seperatists groups who began to teach adult immersion baptism. 

V. Jacobus Arminius (1560-1609)  -- Calvinism vs. Arminianism
A.  He doubted and began to question Calvinism.  Here are his five 

basic tenets as opposed to Calvinism.
1. Free Will or Human Ability
2. Conditional Election 
3. Universal Redemption or General Atonement
4. The Holy Spirit can be resisted
5. Falling from grace is possible.  A believer can loose their salvation.

B.  His teachings were well received in England and influenced John 
Wesley very much and religious history. 

Good and bad come from the reformation.  Good in that people sought a  
return to the Scriptures and away from the present corruption of the church.    
Sadly, the reformation will lead to denominations and false teachings.  

“Once Luther severed the facade of Catholic unity into Protestant and 
Catholics, it was probably inevitable that the Protestants themselves would 
further break up into different groups.  And once the process began, there 
was no way of stopping it.  The Protestant leaders all pleaded for a return 
to Scripture and biblical Christianity, but different leaders, influenced by 
different personalities and regional variations in cultural and language, all 
saw the biblical pattern differently.  Each tended to institutionalize his own 
following.”  p. 354 - James North

This paves the way for what Stone and Campbell sometimes called the 
“Current Reformation” or what they and we came to call the “Restoration 
Movement.”  But we must remember that we are still influenced and our 
world is still influenced by what happened in Europe in the 1500s when a 
small monk nailed some words on a cathedral door! 
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Lesson 10:  The Restoration Movement:  The Beginning 
(Factors, O’Kelly, Jones, Smith, and Stone)

Factors that helped lead to restoration.  (Of course God is the chief 
! reason!) 

1.  The Reformation.  
! ! It’s ideals, its returning to Scripture, and even its teachings.
2. The availability of the Word of God.
! ! The Bible became more available and literacy rates increased.  
! ! People could read the Word of God for themselves. 
3. American independent spirit and individualism.
! ! To independent and free-thinking Americans the idea of 
! ! Calvinism caused many to either turn away from God or study 
! ! to find true doctrine.  
4. The arrogant and authoritative clergy in many churches that turned 

Christians off and inspired a desire to return to scripture and simple 
Christianity.

5. The abundance of division, denominationalism, and creeds that also  
had proliferated. This caused many to desire for simple NT 
Christianity.  

6. Enlighten rational thought.  Men like John Locke argued for 
reasonable and logical explanations and understanding of Scripture. 

What is exciting about this movement is that it begins by several men not 
connected with one another.  We do not have the time to do this study 
justice, but will hit some of the highlights. 

1. James O’Kelly (1735 - 1826)
a.  An early Methodist preacher in North Carolina and Virginia.  
b. In 1794, him along with other ministers broke from their governing 

body and decided to call themselves “Christians.”
c. They adopted six “Cardinal Principles of the Christian Church”

i. The Lord Jesus Christ is the only Head of the Church.
ii. The name Christian should be used to the exclusion of all party 

and sectarian names.

!

  31



iii. The Holy Bible, or Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is 
our only creed, and a sufficient rule of faith and practice. 

iv. Christian character, or vital piety, is the only test of church 
fellowship and membership.

v. The right of private judgement and the liberty of conscience are the 
privilege and duty of all.

vi. The union of all followers of Christ to the end that the world may 
believe. 

!
2. Dr. Abner Jones and Elias Smith

a. This movement arose amongst the Baptists in New England around 
the turn of the century.  In involved the organizing of Christian 
churches.  Smith organized a “church of Christ” in Portsmouth N.H. 

! and started what was claimed the first religious paper in this country 
! -- The Herald of Gospel Liberty.

b.  They practiced adult immersion and sought to worship and be 
organized by the NT patterns. 

3. Barton W. Stone  (1772 - 1844)
a. Born in Maryland and raised as a nominal Episcopalian.  He could not 

experience a dramatic conversion as he sought.  Under the influence 
of David Caldwell, a Presbyterian minister and teacher, and the 
preaching of James McGready;  Stone had some type of a conversion 
experience and became a Presbyterian.  He also began preaching.

b. He strongly questioned the doctrine of the Trinity, Predestination and 
Calvinism in general.  He began preaching in Cane Ridge, KY.  

c. The Cane Ridge revival takes place in August of 1801.  The largest 
and most famous camp meeting revival in American history.  Many 
backgrounds were there preaching repentance.  Stone believed in 
evidences for the Holy Spirit working.  He was not Pentecostal as we 
think of that term today, but he did believe the Spirit could work in the 
lives of Christians and also to convict people of sin.  Churches in his 
movement were more expressive in worship than those we will study 
later who were more influenced by Campbell. 

d. They practiced believers immersion but did still accept those who 
were only baptized as infants.  
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e. Much of the growth came through whole churches of “Separate 
Baptists” giving up their creeds and names and being called 
Christians only. 

f. The Last Will and Testament of the Springfield Presbytery. This is a 
VERY IMPORTANT DOCUMENT. 

Thus by 1804 (Alexander Campbell doesn’t come to the USA until 1809) 
three American independent movements were attempting to be “Christians 
only.”  Although there were differences among them, having come from 
three different denominations--Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians--
their similarities are striking.  All three wanted the Bible alone to be their 
creed and all took the name “Christian.”

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Last Will and Testament of The Springfield Presbytery was signed by several 
individuals on June 28th, 1804.

For where a testament is, there must of necessity be the death of the testator; for a 
testament is of force after men are dead, otherwise it is of no strength at all, while 
the testator liveth. Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened except it die. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground, and die, it 
abideth alone; but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. Whose voice then shook the 
earth; but now he hath promised saying, yet once more I shake not the earth only, 
but also heaven. And this word, yet once more, signifies the removing of those 
things that are shaken as of things that are made, that those things which can not be 
shaken may remain.--Scripture

The Presbytery of Springfield sitting at Cane Ridge, in the county of Bourbon, being, 
through a gracious Providence, in more than ordinary bodily health, growing in 
strength and size daily; and in perfect soundness and composure of mind; but 
knowing that it is appointed for all delegated bodies once to die; and considering that 
the life of every such body is very uncertain, do make and ordain this our last Will 
and Testament, in manner and form following, viz.:
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Imprimis. We will, that this body die, be dissolved, and sink into union with the Body 
of Christ at large; for there is but one body, and one Spirit, even as we are called in 
one hope of our calling.

Item. We will that our name of distinction, with its Reverend title, be forgotten, that 
there be but one Lord over God's heritage, and his name one.

Item. We will, that our power of making laws for the government of the church, and 
executing them by delegated authority, forever cease; that the people may have free 
course to the Bible, and adopt the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

Item. We will, that candidates for the Gospel ministry henceforth study the Holy 
Scriptures with fervent prayer, and obtain license from God to preach the simple 
Gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, without any mixture of 
philosophy, vain deceit, traditions of men, or the rudiments of the world. And let none 
henceforth take this honor to himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron.

Item. We will, that the church of Christ resume her native right of internal 
government,-- try her candidates for the ministry, as to their soundness in the faith, 
acquaintance with experimental religion, gravity and aptness to teach; and admit no 
other proof of their authority but Christ speaking in them. We will, that the church of 
Christ look up to the Lord of the harvest to send forth laborers into his harvest; and 
that she resume her primitive right of trying those who say they are apostles, and 
are not.

Item. We will, that each particular church, as a body, actuated by the same spirit, 
choose her own preacher, and support him by a free-will offering, without a written 
call or subscription--admit members--remove offenses; and never henceforth 
delegate her right of government to any man or set of men whatever.

Item. We will, that the people henceforth take the Bible as the only sure guide to 
heaven; and as many as are offended with other books, which stand in competition 
with it, may cast them into the fire if they choose; for it is better to enter into life 
having one book, than having many to be cast into hell.

Item. We will, that preachers and people cultivate a spirit of mutual forbearance; 
pray more and dispute less; and while they behold the signs of the times, look up, 
and confidently expect that redemption draweth nigh.
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Item. We will, that our weak brethren, who may have been wishing to make the 
Presbytery of Springfield their king, and wot not what is now become of it, betake 
themselves to the Rock of Ages, and follow Jesus for the future.

Item. We will, the Synod of Kentucky examine every member who may be 
suspected of having departed from the Confession of Faith, and suspend every such 
suspected heretic immediately, in order that the oppressed may go free, and taste 
the sweets of Gospel liberty.

Item. We will, that Ja--- -----, the author of two letters lately published in Lexington, 
be encouraged in his zeal to destroy partyism. We will, moreover, that our past 
conduct be examined into by all who may have correct information; but let foreigners 
beware of speaking evil of things which they know not.

Item. Finally we will, that all our sister bodies read their Bibles carefully, that they 
may see their fate there determined, and prepare for death before it is too late. 
Springfield Presbytery, June 28th, 1804

Robert Marshall, John Dunlavy, Richard M'Nemar, 

--Witnesses. B. W. Stone, John Thompson, David Purviance
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Lesson 11:  The Restoration Movement
The Campbell’s and the Unifying of the Stone/Campbell Movements

I.  Thomas Campbell (1763 - 1854)
A.Born in Northern Ireland.  His parents were devout in faith. His dad was at first a 

Catholic who converted to the Church of England.  
B.Thomas entered the Church of Secession which we now know as the 

Presbyterian.  This was a group who rebelled against the Church of England.  
C.He graduated from the University of Glasgow and then entered the Divinity School 

at Whitburn for theological training.  
D. Thomas ran a school but his health deteriorated and was encouraged to travel to 

a better climate.  He left for America on April 1, 1807.  He was appointed to preach 
in Washington County, PA.  This area was deeply divided religiously.  Even 
different branches of the Presbyterian faith would have no fellowship with each 
other.  He encouraged the different groups to come together for communion.  He 
was brought before his presbytery and rebuked.  He withdrew from the synod and 
became an independent preacher. 

E. He began an interdenominational Bible study group known as the Christian 
Association of Washington, PA.  As their founding charter Thomas wrote the 
Declaration and Address.   -- Its main points were:

1. A fervent call to Christian unity.  “That the Church of Christ on earth is 
essentially, intentionally, and constitutionally one.”

2. A strong condemnation of divisions amongst Christians. 
3. Doctrinal differences not based on the express teachings of the New 

Testament are the causes of division.
4. A simple confession of faith in Jesus, not agreement with an elaborate creed, 

is all that is necessary for admission to the church.  
5. A desire to return to the purity of the first century church.
6. An appeal for love and understanding among Christians. 

F. In a matter of time the Christian Association formed a new congregation called the 
Brush Run Church.  

II.  Alexander Campbell (1788-1866)
A.  The rest of the Campbell family boarded a ship to come to the US but storms 

wrecked the ship off the coast of Ireland.  They had to spend about a year in 
Glasgow allowing him to attend classes there.  While there he made friends with 
Greville Ewing who had broken from the Church of Scotland and formed 
indepentent Churches.  He was influenced by other men as well who wished to 
return to primitive Christianity and unite Christians based on the NT.  

B.  He reuites with his father in October of 1809.  Both told of their difficulties with 
the Seceder Presbyterian Church and Alexander read the Dec. and Address.  He 
pledged to devote his life to promoting its principles. 

C. In 1811 he married Margaret Brown, the daughter of a Virginia farmer.  He would 
live on this farm and do the rest of his work from this area of Bethany Virginia 
(now West Virginia).  
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D. Upon the birth of his first child Jane he had to make a decision about infant 
baptism.  After months of study he concluded that biblical baptism was immersion 
of believers, not sprinkling of infants.  In June 1812, Matthias Luce, a Baptist 
minister, baptized Alexander and Thomas Campbell along with their wives and 
three others of the Brush Run Church.  They aligned themselves with the Baptists 
for some time, teaching restoration principles.  Eventually the Baptists would grow 
suspect and turned against their teachings.

E. Campbell became influential through his writing and debating. 
1. He debated extensively and was very good on a wide range of topics.  He 

taught baptism was for adult believers for the remission of sins. 
2. His journals The Christian Baptist (1823-1830) and the Millennial Harbinger 

(1830-1866). 
3. Campbell through his writings both in book and journals taught the following.

a. A rational, logical, systematic understanding of Scriptures to develop 
principles and teachings by which people could be united upon 
Apostolic doctrine.

b. He emphasized the doctrines regarding the church.  He did such 
because he felt that this was a big area that the modern religious world 
had erred from the NT.  In many other key areas he was in agreement 
with the majority of protestants (God, Christ, Holy Spirit, Salvation, 
Worship, etc).

c. He taught non-denominational Christianity.  No authority above the 
local church.  Churches being lead by a plurality of elders and deacons.  
Weekly observance of the Lord’s Supper.  Acapella singing, which was 
done in most all churches at the time.  Baptism by immersion for 
remission of sins. He placed an emphasis on a heart-relationship with 
Jesus and Christian character.  He also taught about church discipline 
and the Holy Spirit.  

d. One of the key aspects of restoration teaching was using the name 
Christian to identify themselves.  Churches often used different names 
in an attempt to stay away from a denominational identity. 

e. He was also very optimistic and millennial in thought.  Remember the 
time when America was growing and freedom was key.  He believed 
that the restoration of Christians back to the Bible would promote the 
millennial reign of Christ.  (I am not sure what he meant by that.  I don’t 
know if he meant a reign of Christ on earth, or a greater age of peace 
and prosperity.)

F.   He founded no new sect or denomination. He said, in the Christian Baptist of 
1826: "I have no idea of adding to the catalogue of new sects. I labor to see 
sectarianism abolished and all Christians of every name united upon the one 
foundation upon which the apostolic church was founded. To bring Baptists and 
Pedobaptists to this is my supreme end." It is contrary to fact and contrary to all 
reliable history to state that Alexander Campbell founded the "Campbellite 
Church" or any other church. He did no such thing, and those who so state 
contradict the facts and truthful history. He simply called upon people to take the 
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New Testament as their guide and the church of the New Testament as the only 
church which is authorized by the word of God.

G.  Other notable things about Campbell.
1. Much of his work in later life was dedicated to establishing Bethany College.
2. He became the President of American Christian Missionary Society.  A group 

established in the Cincinnati area dedicated to sending and supporting 
missionaries throughout the world.  The group received money from churches.

1. This would become a divisive issue in the future and also helped to 
promote division during the Civil War. 

3. He was an excellent Scholar, preacher, and educator. 

III.  The Unifying of the Stone / Campbell Movements
A.  The teachings of Campbell gave a system and principles to the excitement of the 

Stone movement in Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio.  
B. The two movements, though they did have significant difference, had a desire to 

unite and work together.  But how does a church that has no bodily structure 
above the local church unite?  It happens through fellowship, preachers, and 
cooperation.

C. Millersburg, Kentucky (1831) and Georgetown, Kentucky (1832) and Lexington, 
Kentucky (1832) all play into this effort.  Unity meetings were held in these places 
and preachers spoke and discussed this effort.  Raccoon John Smith one of the 
most influential leaders in the Campbell movement was a part of this effort.  At the 
close of the meeting Smith made the following famous statement.  “Let us then, 
my brethren, be no longer Cambellites or Stoneites, New Lights or Old Lights, or 
any other kind of lights.  But let us come to the Bible and the Bible alone, as the 
only book in creation that can give us all the Light we need.”  Stone and Smith 
gave each other the “hand of fellowship”, symbolizing the unity that was becoming 
a reality. 

D. Both Stone and Campbell spoke highly of one another and conversed from time 
to time.  The elders of the church there in Lexington commissioned two preachers 
one from each of the movements to go around to the churches sharing the news.  

E. By providing structure, order, and certainty, Campbell quickly overshadowed 
Stone and became the undisputed leader of the restoration movement.  

F.For both men the movement was a response to religious pluralism, calling for unity  
of believers based on the apostolic model.  The goal was for believers to be 
Christians--in name, practice, character, and worship as the NT describes. The 
restoration centered upon Christ for the purpose of unifying Christians. 

!

  38



Lesson 12:  Restoration Movement
From 1840 - 1906

Scott, Civil War, Lipscomb, and Division

I.  Walter Scott (1796 - 1861) 
A.  Walter Scott was born in Scotland.  He grew up in the Church of Scotland.  He 

came to the US in 1818.  He taught and worshipped near Pittsburgh with the 
Scottish Baptist Church.  

B. In 1821 he met Alexander Campbell.  They soon became friends and he 
contributed articles for Campell’s paper.  Scott became a traveling evangelist with 
the Mahoning Baptist Association.  The year before the 17 churches had 34 
baptisms, in Scott’s first year they had nearly 1,000.  Scott averaged a 1,000 
baptisms per year for the next 34 years. 

C. What made Scott’s preaching so successful was a simple method of evangelism 
based on the Bible.  He taught a simple answer to the question, “What must I do 
to be saved?”  He called the answer the “the ancient gospel.”  His sermon was 
outlined as such. 

A.  Facts to be believed
A. Jesus came
B. Jesus was crucified
C. Jesus was buried
D. Jesus was resurrected
E. Jesus is coming again

B. Commands to be obeyed
A. Believe
B. Repent
C. Be Baptized

C. Promises to be received
A. Remission of sins
B. Gift of the Holy Spirit
C. Gift of Eternal Life

D. Scott reduced these to an easy “Five-finger exercise”
A. Faith - Repentance - Baptism - Forgiveness - Gift of the Holy Spirit
B. This changed in the church overtime to become the Plan of Salvation

A. Hear - Believe - Repent - Confess - Be Baptized
E. Scott’s approach was very successful on the frontier with independent Americans 

who didn’t like the strict Calvinism which said there was nothing you could do, 
Scott said here is what God says you must do!  The message was received with 
relief, joy, and excitement.  

II.  The Civil War

A.  For years it was put forward that the Civil War did not divide us the way it divided 
other churches at the time.  But this is not really true, in fact we still feel the 
effects of this war in some ways. 
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B. Moses Lard, a prominent Missouri preacher and editor, admitted in 1866, that the 
war had “cooled many an ardent feeling and caused old friends to regard one 
another a little shyly.”  He still insisted that they had not divided, but a close 
history reveals differently.

A. Though we are a people of that seek to think like Christ and be first-century 
Christians, we have always and will always be a people influenced by the 
world and culture as well.

B. During the Civil War many heated issues were at stake that divided 
Christians.  Just think about the tension over - race relationships, slavery, 
abolition, war, state’s rights, pacifism, economic differences, victory, 
defeated

C. The Civil War was a war that was fought primarily because of slavery.  Southern 
Christians owned slaves.  Stone and Campbell both opposed slavery, but also 
were just as opposed to abolitionism.  Both men owned slaves at different times 
in their lives.  
A. Campbell wrote six articles on it in 1845.  He spent much energy seeking to 

explain why it should not divide churches.  He claimed that nowhere in 
Scripture is the relation of master to slave sinful and immoral in itself.  The 
Scriptures seek to regulate the relationship, not abolish it.  He saw his 
opposition to it as a matter of expediency.  He argued that it was not in 
harmony with a civilized world and the advancement of society.  He argued for 
a gradual approach as the best way to end slavery. 

B. But the movement throughout the 1840-1860 time frame had both pro-slavery 
advocates and strong abolitionist advocates.  

D. The churches during the Civil War
A. The American Christian Missionary Society based in Cincinnati, Ohio served 

as a place for congregations to come together during their annual meeting.  
When the war began Southerners were no longer able to attend.

B. In the October 1861 meeting, a resolution was passed, though not officially 
adopted by the Society, that churches do everything in their power to support 
the Union.  

C. Tolbert Fanning in Nashville had been urging churches to stay out of the 
conflict.  When he heard this he felt it was the same as encouraging Christians 
to join the army and kill Southerners.  He could have no part in fellowship 
unless they repented of such.  

D. In 1863, after being pressured by abolitionists and churches in the North, the 
Society did adopt a stronger resolution.  

E. The lines had been drawn.  The Gospel Advocate was begun again, it had 
been published before the war too, in 1866 by Tolbert Fanning and David 
Lipscomb in Nashville.  It was started as the only paper that Southerners could 
read without being subjected to “political insinuations and slurs.”  

F. The same year the Advocate was reborn in Nashville, a group started the 
Christian Standard in the north a paper that was to be more in keeping with 
the “times.”  It was decidedly pro-union.

!
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III.  David Lipscomb (1831 - 1917)
A.  David Lipscomb and his work through the Gospel Advocate would have 

incredible influence upon Southern churches.  
B.  Lipscomb was born in Tennessee in 1831.  His father Granville Lipscomb 

converted to undenominational Christianity.  He was trained under Tolbert 
Fanning at Franklin College.  He considered becoming a Baptist, but after 
thorough study of the Baptist manual and the NT he was convinced of being a 
simple NT Christian. 

C. He was a successful business man and farmer.  He was also a widely desired 
preacher.  He preached to small household gathers and to large assembled 
gatherings.  He established, built up, and encouraged many of the struggling 
churches of middle Tennessee. 

D. Lipscomb was known for his teachings regarding Civil Government.  He viewed 
the government as God’s way of punishing sin (Rom.13) and thus he thought it 
wrong for a Christian to participate in government in any way.  He argued for 
Christians to not vote, hold office, or support warfare.  The only exception was the 
paying of taxes.  He argued for Christians to focus on the Kingdom of God, not 
the kingdom of man.

E. Fanning and Lipscomb were both opposed to the society.  First for biblical 
reasons they did not believe it was authorized but violated the silence of Scripture 
and the church’s role.  Secondly, they had bitter feelings toward it with the role it 
played in the Civil War.

F. Fanning and Lipscomb also opposed the instrument of music.  Through the 
Gospel Advocate they influenced souther Christians regarding these and other 
biblical teachings. 

G. Lipscomb founded the Nashville Bible School know known as Lipscomb 
University.  He taught the Bible daily in the school.   

Others .........
    
H. There are many other great men of this period.  J.W. McGarvey one of the 

greatest Biblical Scholars that our brotherhood has ever produced.  He was 
considered to be the greatest scholar of his time in America by some.  His 
writings and commentaries are still  valuable documents they are great resources.  

I. Another man that I must mention, that deserves much discussion is T.B. Larimore 
(1843-1929).  Brother Larimore was a great educator and traveling evangelist.  
He operated Mars Hill Academy in Florence, Alabama.  He never supported the 
Society or instrumental music.  He sought to maintain unity and not let these 
issues divide the church.  He baptized over 10,000 in his lifetime.  He also had 
great influence through his training of preachers.  He left a great legacy. 
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IV.  Division Comes to the Church 

A.  The Christian Standard and Isaac Errett influenced churches in the North and some 
in the South as well to support missionary societies and instrumental music.  

B. The issues revolved around what should be done with the silence of Scripture (those 
things that God did not declare) is is permissive or prohibitive?  This issue is also 
closely connected with the authority of Scripture.  

C. The instrument of music was more divisive than the Society because it was 
something that was tangible and also could not be tolerated by those who 
conscientiously objected to it, while the society was not as tangible.

D. The first recorded instance of an instrument of music being used in worship amongst 
Stone-Campbell churches was in Midway, Kentucky in 1859.  The minister, L.L. 
Pinkerton brought in a melodeon to help singing that was so bad it “scared even the 
rats from worship.”

E. Northern churches were wealthy after the Civil War and used funds to purchase 
expensive organs and pianos.  They argued they were an aid to singing and 
appealed to a new generation of worshippers.  To the south, who was struggling 
financially this was both socially wrong (in that they did not care for them) and 
doctrinally wrong.  

F. Though division had basically been formulated in throughout the 1880s-90s, it was in 
1906 that the division is dated as official by most historians.  Lipscomb was 
extremely reluctant to acknowledge the division.  By 1904, he was compiling a list of 
faithful churches and preachers.  The US, had a census in 1906.  When Lipscomb 
was asked by the director of the Bureau of the Census in 1907 if he should list the 
Churches of Christ separately from the Disciples of Christ Lipscomb painfully agreed. 

A.  The 1906 census listed the following:
A. Churches of Christ - 159,658 members
B. Disciples of Christ - 982,701 members

A. The Disciples took the far majority of schools, wealth, and 
membership.

B. But they had lost their way!  Their doctrinal position just as 
Lipscomb and others predicted would not allow for a stopping of 
further innovations and departures.  They were on a path away 
from Scripture!  History has born this truth out.  

C. The Disciples would split again later into the Christian Church 
and Disciples of Christ.  The growth would flip flop.  The 
Disciples have continued to decline, while churches of Christ 
have seen incredible growth in the last Century.  
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Lesson 13:  Restoration Movement - Growth and Observations
1906 - Present 

Brief Outline and Lessons

I.  1906 - 1940 

A.  This was a period of tremendous growth.  In 1906 we numbered about 159,000 
members by 1941 we numbered around 600,000 members. 

B. This time period has several key features.
1. The rise of colleges.  Lipscomb University (1891), Abilene Christian University 

(1906), Freed-Hardeman University (1908)  Harding University (1924), 
Pepperdine University (1937)

2. Famous gospel preachers spread the gospel in gospel meetings.
! ! N.B. Hardeman, T.B. Larimore, Foy E. Wallace, G.C. Brewer, Marshall 
! ! Keeble, H. Leo Boles, etc. 
! 3.The church’s identity was clearly communicated and understood.  There was a 
              heavy emphasis upon doctrinal preaching.  The non-denominational quality of 
              the church was stressed.  Brethren entered into debates and publicly called 
              names of denominations.  The authority of Scripture was clearly taught and 
!    believed strongly.  This doctrine was connected with a strong respect for the 
!    prohibitive nature of the silence of Scripture.    
    ! 4. Premillennialism was a big issue of the day as well as instrumental music.  
!     Journals still played an important role in unifying the brotherhood and also 
!     dividing it along party lines based on particular beliefs. 
           5. During this time period there was also increased exclusivity.  As doctrinal 
!     beliefs became more established then there was less interaction with other 
!     “Christians.”  Much emphasis and growth came from converting people !      
               from denominational churches. 
! 6.  Little was done regarding the race issue.  Our churches and schools remained 
!      segregated and would do little to support the Civil Rights movement in the 
!      60s.

7.  Overall this was a time of growth, excitement, and unity amongst! us.  One 
might say the restoration ideal had been neglected somewhat as an attitude 
emerged that the church was restored and it needed to be defended from 
apostasy.  The restoration plea was still our motto and there is much truth to 
the idea that sound doctrine must always be defended.

II.  1940 - 1980 
!
A.  The church continued to see growth during this time-period.  

1. By 1980 the church would number about 1,240,820 in America.
2.This time period would see a tremendous increase in the number of missionaries 
that they church sent out.  We went from 46 missionaries in 1946 to 724 in 1967.   
The number of American missionaries would decline in 1980 to 660.  This 
development was a result of several factors.  The primary impetus came from World 
War 2.  Also America was going through a time of great economic growth.  The 
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church developed and used the “supporting church” or “overseeing church” concept 
to support these missionaries. 

B.  This time period would see a sadly see another division between what is commonly 
referred to as the “anti-institutional” churches of Christ. 
1.An issue arose by those who wanted to go to far in respecting the silence of 

Scripture involving church funds in supporting institutions.  As colleges, children’s 
homes, missionaries, and benevolent works began to be established by our 
brethren this became an issue.  These brethren said that you cannot use church 
funds to support an institution.  They also would believe that you should not eat in 
the church building.  Today these brethren have about 2000 congregations and 
120,000 members.   

C.  During this time the church reached out through mass media methods.  Batsell 
Barrett Baxter became the most famous man amongst us through his work with 
Herald of Truth TV and Radio programs.  He was a kind, gentle, scholarly man that 
did much good for the Lord’s Church. 

D. Through the leadership of Ira North the Madison Church of Christ in Nashville, TN 
became the largest church in the brotherhood and served as a model church to 
many.  The church  began to place an emphasis through this time on church 
buildings and the multiplication of ministers.  Before the 60s, most churches no 
matter there size had only one minister.  

E.  Culturally the church went mainstream in that it garnered more respect from society.  
It became socially acceptable to be a member of the church and the church as a 
whole was more middle class in make-up which was different than the earlier poorer 
roots of the previous generations.   The church failed to take much of a role in race 
relations often practicing unscriptural treatment of brethren in Christ. 

III.  Observations on this study of church history

A.  Church history is a study of extremes and reactions to them.  Deut. 5:32, Josh. 1:7
B.  Church history is an extremely encouraging study.  The faith, courage, 

perseverance, and devotion of past men and women is so humbling.  
C.  Church history is an extremely discouraging study.  To see the worldliness, power-

grasping, pridefulness, apostasy and error, and the many divisions should cause us 
to weep and seek repentance. 

D.  We need to know church history because we continue to repeat it.  We owe a great 
debt to the wells that we drink from, we should not be arrogant towards the past. 

E. Our goal as a church and individuals is still fresh and pure.  Let us follow the Bible, 
seeking the attitude and heart of Christ, fearfully obeying His precepts and 
commands, turning not to the right or left extremes of our day.  Always remembering 
it is not our place to judge others now or in the past, but to be ready to give an 
account for our own lives before the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

F. Let’s make our history great!  
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Various internet websites, personal notes, and others sources. 

A general website used for restoration movement personalities is 
www.therestorationmovement.com

Thanks for joining me in this study.  May God bless us as we seek to apply 
the knowledge we have gained. 
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!

  45

http://www.restorationmovement.com
http://www.restorationmovement.com
mailto:jketchum@sevenoakschurchofchrist.com
mailto:jketchum@sevenoakschurchofchrist.com
mailto:ketch_90@yahoo.com
mailto:ketch_90@yahoo.com

